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f The English People believes itself toWfree: it is gravely 
mistaken; it is free only during the election of MPs; as soon as 
the Members are elected the people is enslaved. ? jj Rousseau 

So today is freedom day 


Anthony Elevens 

S political Editor 
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TTie country’s political leaders Iasi 
night handed the election over to the 
people, with appeals far their support 
tn a ballot that will either return Tony 
Blair, at 43, as the youngest Prime 
Minister for a century, or give John 
Major the first fifth term since 1828. 

Mr Major repeated his warning 
that change was dangerous, saying: "I 
understand why some people may find 
the argument for change attractive. 
Eighteen years is a long time, the elec- 
torate know us. warts and aH. And it's 
easy to overlook the achievements. 

“But if you're one of the many who 
have still to make up your minds, with 
all the force I possess, I say don’t foil 
for it. Don’t be taken in. One cross 
in the wrong place on the ballot pa- 

‘British democracy 
can certainly 
improve, but it’s 
alive and kicking. 
Give it a go’ 

Leading article, page 21 


per tomorrow could wreck everything 
we have achieved together." 

At his morning press conference, 
the Conservative leader said nine 
times: “It’s too good to give up", 
adding: “In one careless moment, 
don’t throw our success away." 

But with the opinion polls repeat- 
ing their forecast of a landslide 
Labour victory. Mr Blair was main- 
taining his insistence that nothing 
could be taken for granted. He said 
he wanted to rebuild t be voters' trust 
by offering a 10 -point contracCmana- 
ing central pledges on tax. education, 
health, crime, sleaze, and Europe. 

He told The Independent. “The very 
reason we have this contract with the 
British people is precisely so that we 
can try and rebuild the trust 

“One of the most frustrating things 
for os, since we’ve been in opposition 
for IS years is that people say that all 
the politicians are all the same. 
Whatever we vote, it doesn’t make any 
difference. 


“It’s not the case that we can’t make 
any difference. The promises that wc 
nave made are specific, they are lim- 
ited. 1 often point out they are lim- 
ned. hut they are specific. ’and if we 
deliver on those then 1 think we arc 
entitled to trust." 

However. Mr Blair then added: “if 
we don't defiver on those, then we 
won’t be." 

Paddy Ashdown, the Liberal De- 
mocrat leader, released a letter to two 
million floating voters in which he 
trumped his earlier claim that his par- 
ty was on the verge of a major break- 
through. 

It said the Liberal Democrats stood 
"on the threshold of an historic vic- 
tory ... The only' vote that will make 
a difference for you and your fami- 
ly's future is a vote for the Liberal De- 
mocrats.*’ 

The messages were reiterated dur- 
ing the day as the leaders barn- 
stormed around the country, with Mr 
Major at one point being barracked 
by Labour supporters during a walk- 
about in Stevenage, a Labour target. 

Mr Blair said in an impromptu 
speech at Stockton market, another 
Labour target: “You either wake up 
on Friday 2 May with another five 
years of the roost discredited and 
sleazy government. If you don't want 
that, come out and support us tomor- 
row and end up with a new Labour 
government and a better foture for 
Britain." 

But Mr Blair's biggest problem was 
holdingdown all triumphalisl talk of 
victory, and the action that would flow 
from his election tomorrow. 

Against that background, senior 
Labour sources dismissed speculation 
about Mr Blair's plans for Cabinet- 
making. something he would turn to 
tomorrow, in the event of victory. 

However, suggestions of a large- 
.sarie purge of traditionalist, old 
Labour frontbenchers were being 
I-inforroed 
indent 
be no 

“bloodbath". 

While there are 27 members of the 
shadow cabinet and only 22 paid Cab- 
inet places available, it would not be 
possible for Mr Blair to give all his 
shadow cabinet team full Cabinet 
rank, but one source said that while 
some would . inevitably be disap- 
pointed, Mr Blair would want to have 
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THE INDEPENDENT 
HARRIS POLL 


Share of Change since 

vote fast week . J 



Labour keeps 17-point lead 


The final Independen r/H arris poll 
suggests that the widely-expecting 
dosing of the gap in the last days 
of the campaign has failed to ma- 
terialise, writes John Ren tool. 

Labour retains a commanding 17- 
point lead, the sort of advantage in 
the polls not seen since Margaret 
Thatcher went to the country in 1983 
after the Falklands war and won a 
144-seat majority. 

If translated into seats, our poll 
would giv e Tony Blair more than 400 
MPs and a majority of between 173 
and 179 in the Commons, 
although Ibm Simpson, managing 
director of Harris Research, predicts 
a majority of about 99 if there are 
as many "shv Tories" and "late 
swingers" as five years ago. 


The final polls from the other 
companies also suggest that 
Labour's lead is holding firm, with 
NOP for Reuter yesterday putting 
Labour 22 points ahead on SO per 
cent. A surprising feature of the 
NOP poll is that it puts Sir James 
Goldsmith's Referendum Party 
on 4 per cent, whereas today’s 
Independent poll puts them on only 
1 percent 

Harris Research interviewed 
LI 54 adults face-to-face in their 
homes on Sunday, Monday and 
Tuesday this week. The figures ex- 
clude 14 per cent who didn’t know, 
wouldn't say or wouldn’t vote, who 
could not be allocated to a party on 
the bass of how they voted in 1992. 

Independent poll in foil, page 12 
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Art of persuasion: A 1930s painting by Francis Wilson to be auctioned later this month at Bonhams 


Vote for the cocktail 
party, page 22 
Requiem for Major, 
page 23 
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a good mix of people in his admin- 
istration. 

The source said that contrary to 
some speculation, Mr Blair was 
well pleased with his. frontbench 
team, which took account of the bal- 
ance of the Parliamentary Labour 
Party. He would want to continue 


with that balance in government 


marked out for John Prescott the 
deputy who has delivered such stal- 
wart efforts in a countrywide cam- 
paign; Gordon Brown, shadow 
Chancellor and head of the MUIbank 
headquarters campaign team; Robin 


Cook, the shadow Foreign Secretary; 
David Blunkett, shadow Education 
Secretary; Jack Straw, shadow Home 
Secretary, and Margaret Beckett, 
who is currently serving as shadow 
Trade and Industry Secretary. 

In the event of a Labour victory, 
speculation wifi also be prompted 


about the new prime minister's at- 
titude towards the Civil Service. 

It is expected that Mr Blair would 
want to appoint Jonathan Powell, a 
fanner diplomat and his current chief 
of staff as his principal private sec- 
retary - a post which was once held 
by his brother, Charles, in Margaret 


Thatcher's office.There is also cer- 
tain to be strong speculation about 
the successor to Sir Robin Butler, 
Secretary to the Cabinet and Head 
of the Home Civil Service, the most 
senior mandarin in the country, 
who is due to retire at the start 
of next year. 
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Sam Coates 

Immigration officials have ex- 
ploited the political vacuum 
created by the election - and the 
absence of MPs - rapidly to re- 
solve more than 1 Z 000 sensitive 
asylum cases. Many of these wifi 
-^result in “enforcement actions" 
the Home Office's term for 
the repatriation of someone 
■back to their country of origin. 

According to a senior Home 
Office official, the project has 
• so far been “remarkably suc- 
cessful”, with as many as 600 
cases being decided in the last 
three weeks. The Immigration 
and Nationality Directorate - a 
- -department of the Home Office 
r has created a taskforce to deal 
with these controversial cases. 

} The 25-strong group, part of 
. ihe Asylum /drears Jmple- 
■ mentation Project, started work 
' ion 7 April - a fortnight after 
■parliament was prorogued, and 


the day before its dissolution. 

The scheme was devised in 
January, but a senior Home Of- 
fice official told The Indepen- 
dent: “It was very convenient 
that it was set up at a time when 
no MPS were available to de- 
fend constituents." 

The director of the Joint 
Council for the Welfare of im- 
migrants, Claude Moraes, has 
written to Home Office Minis- 
ter, Timothy Kirkwood, asking 
him to “come clean" on why the 
taskforce was set up. He also 
asked whether it was coinci- 
dence that the new system had 
come into operation just before 
the dissolution of jrarfiament. 

Once an initial decision on an 
asylum -seeker has been taken, 
it is much more difficult to over- 
turn. and applicants lose their 
right to social security benefits. 

It is impossible to tell how suc- 
cessful the scheme has been.be- 
cause Home Office figures on 


deportations, or “enforcement 
actions” as it prefers them to be 
known, lump together asylum 
and immigration cases. However, 
a senior Home Office figure 
said that more than 200 cases are 
being dealt with each week. 

According to a written Com- 
mons answer from Mr Kirk- 
wood to Mike Gapes, then MP 
for Ilford South, the Home Of- 
fice acknowledged that the pro- 
ject “has the aim of producing 
a higher rate of decisions with- 
in the staff resources already al- 
located to this block of work". 

A Home Office spokes- 
woman said ministers were 
keen to dear the backlog of asy- 
lum cases, which had risen to 
69,000 18 months ago but was 
now around 10,000 Tower. 

“People can only be removed 
once their case has been com- 
pleted and they have exercised 
their rights to appeal. That 
takes months,” she said. 


QUICKLY 



Academic feflure 
Mike Leigh, awarded one of 
the film industry’s highest hon- 
ours by the British Academy of 
Film and Television Arts, re- 
signed firm the academy because 
of its failure to acknowledge his 
films for more than 20 years, he 
told The Independent. Page 3 


The Chief Executive designate of 
the new Hong Kang government 
vowed that a Tiananmen Square- 
type massacre could never hap- 
pen in the territory. Page 16 


The Mafia is back 


Anrfrew Gumbd 

Palermo 


A new generation of mafiosi is 
B tightening its grip once more 
juound Italy. 

After a euphoric period of 
high-profile arrests, mass trials 
and a veritable flurry of 
informers who have shed fight on 
the darkest comers of post-war 
Italian history, the struggle to de- 
feat Cosa Nostra is crumbling. 

That is the conclusion of 
magistrates working in Sicily, 
and confirmed by an investiga- 
tion by The Independent. 

"People have a great desire 
to convince themselves that the 
war against the Mafia has been 
won," said Antonio Ingroia. 
one of the brightest young pros- 
ecutors in Palermo. "But our 
impression today is less opti- 
mistic ... Thereis a sense of iso- 
lation and abandonment by the 


state. People are once again 
feeling the presence of the 
bosses, both big and small." 

The new Mafia may be less 
violent than the variety that held 
sway in the late 1980s and early 
1990s- there have been no mag- 
istrates or politicians shot dead 
in the streets - but organised 
crime groups have nevertheless 
taken advantage of political 
instability, recession and a 
weakening magistral u re to 
spread their businesses abroad 
and extend their climate of fear. 

They have capitalised on 
their considerable financial 
strength to spread into northern 
Italy, Europe and establish links 
in Lhe east, notably in Albania, 
Turkey and Russia. In addition 
to drugs, they now trade in arms, 
nuclear materials and toxic 
waste. 

Id Italy towns and villages are 
beset by extortion rackets and 


random violence. In the back- 
waters of southern Sicily; gang- 
sters are shooting each other m 
public squares and torturing 
shop owners who refuse to pay 
protection. With unemploy- 
ment rising, recruitment is easy 
and the state is either too weak 
or too scared to stop the roL 

The fight sgainsttne Mafia was 
invigorated after tire murder of 
Giovanni Falcone, the ground- 
breaking Sidlian magistrate, five 
years ago this month. His kfllers 
were rapidly tried and their their 
evidence in turn led to further ar- 
rests. That momentum, howev- 
er, has now gone. 

The main reason is a desire 
by the political class to put an 
end to the many judicial scan- 
dals that felled the old Christ- 
ian Democrat-led order. The 
priority in Rome is no longer to 
strengthen the judiciary, but 
rather to crack down on the 


magistrates to prevent further 
assaults on the status quo. 

Most striking is a campaign 
to discredit Mafia informers, 
known as pendti, whose testi- 
mony has been the foundation 
ofjurfidal investigations and tri- 
als in the past 15 years. Having 
blown the lid on tbe secretive 
workings of Cosa Nostra, the 
pendti have begun talking in de- 
tail about Mafia links with 
politicians, terrorist groups and 
shady masonic lodges. 

A new draft law on Mafia 
informers tightens the rules on 
their collaboration and magis- 
trates fear they will cease to 
come forward, or retract sworn 
testimony. Moreover, a law on 
specially tough prison regimes 
for Mafia bosses is being re- 
laxed, and two high-security 
ms particularly feared by 
i Nostra are being dosed. 
Mafia off the chain, page 18 
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' When ft comes to receiving information that’s as plain and straight as the paper Itfs printed on, growing number* are investing in either a Brother FAX- 1200 P, 
FAX-V70QP or FAX-S000P. 

Their use of plain, A4- paper, however, is only one of the features that have seen them perform sowdLin recent polls. 'Among the others art the HOOP and 
1 700Ps fixed cost per copy, the 1 700 P’s built-in digital answering machine and the 8000PS laser quality output fast transmission times and PC connectivity option. 

If you'd like msec more about a range of fax machines that deliver what they promise, call the number shown, and whichever one you elect to buy; you 
can be sure they'll be answerable for years to come. 


CALL THIS NUMBER QUOTING REF: ID020 


0345 535 100 


brother. 

More than Just features 

Brother U£ Ltd, Audenshaw, Manchester M34 5JD. 
Brother International Corporation, Nagoya, Japan. 
safes©bukbrt«he«»jjk htfo://www.lvother.cDin 
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Call for total ban on use of 
mobile phones while driving 

The Royal Society for the Prevention of Accidents has called on 
ibe next government to ban the use of mobile phones while driving, 
even when used completely “hands-free”. Motoring organisations 
have reacted by describing such a ban as “unre alistic " and 
“unworkable". 

The move by die RoSPA follows a meeting of their national road 
safety committee yesterday morning and two recent court cases 
involving the use of mobile phones by motorists. 

“We are saying that calls should not be made or received on the 
move." said John Howard, RoSPAs director of safety, “and we plan 
to take this forward with the police and the government”. 

The committee members, who are drawn from the Department 
of Transport, road safety groups, the motoring industry and the 
Association of Chief Police Officers, will also encourage the police 
lo take stronger acdon against drivers who use phones. ACPO have 
said they are “broadly supportive" of the policy, but the RAC said 
last night it was unrealistic to call fora blanket ban on all mobile 
phones in cars. 

The police cannot currently charge someone for using a mobile 
phone behind the wheel, instead they must prove a motorist is 
driving carelessly or dangerously or that they were not in a position 
to control the vehicle. Simon Reeve 

PC who stole from pensioner jailed 

A debt-ridden police officer, who betrayed the trust of an 80-year- 
old disabled pensioner be befriended while on duty and stole her 
£7,800 life savings, was jailed for 18 months yesterday. 

PC Trevor Standing, 36, who wept as the judge branded him a 
“mean, opportunist thief", stumbled on Kathleen Lyons’ hoard of 
cash while (tying to repair her television. 

PC Standing, a father of three, described as “exemplary” after an 
18-year career spanning both the Army and police force, hid most 
of Lhe cash in the loft at his home, bu fused £500 to pay off bills. 

He also used the cash to buy a second-hand television for Mrs 
Lyons and pretended it was a gift from him. 

Passing sentence Southwark Crown Court in south London. 
Judge Geoffrey Rivlin QC, told PC Standing, of Sundale Avenue, 
South Croydon, that he had committed a “grave breach of trust”. 

Gyngell attacks TV takeover tycoons 

Bruce Gyngell, the outspoken 
managing director of Yorkshire 
Tyne Tees Television launched a 
scathing attack on the 
“takeover tycoons” who are 
threatening the quality of 
British television. 

Mr Gyngell, who was 
addressing the Cambridge 
Union last night, said: “In 
recent years we have attracted 
a new breed, businessmen who 
are only interested in television 
for the 'money they can make.” 
Instead of television being a 
cultural asset, there is a danger that it will be crushed by the bean- 
counters. Corporate accountants, takeover tycoons and here-today- 
gone-tomorrow managers who care nothing about quality.” 

Mr Gyngell, former head of TV -aro, is fighting a rearguard 
action to prevent the takeover of YTTV by Granada. Paul McCann 

Skier faces prosecution over death 

Discipline on the slopes has long been a serious affair in North 
America's ski resorts. Nathan Hall, IS, a ski racer, is facing 
criminal prosecution in Colorado following a fatal collision with a 
British beginner in Vail on 20 April. The state is pondering charges 
either of manslaughter or negligent homicide. 

Mr Hall struck Alan Cobb, 33, a cabinet-maker from Ipswich, 
who was siding only for the fourth rime. He died from a fractured 
skull. If Mr Half is charged with manslaughter and convicted, he 
could face 16 years in jail. A speeding skier “is a weapon too”, said 
District Attorney, Pete Michaelson. David Usbome 

Bordeaux heist leaves sour taste 

A £500 reward was offered today for information into the theft of 
£30,000 worth of rare wines from a warehouse. 

Fifty cases of mainly red and white Bordeaux wines were taken 
out through a hole in the roof at Reid Wines in Marsh Lane. 
Hallatrow, north Somerset. Simon Wood, a partner in the 
company, said the wines were too young to be drunk. “What's most 
upsetting is that whoever took these wines probably won’t like 
them and tbey'U just throw them away,” he said. “Most of them 
need at least another 10 years to mature before drinking." 
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D ivulging what had becomes verttable state se- * 

Chelsea Clinton, foe 1 erf. 

Bill and Hliiaty, will attend Stanford University ifiCft- 
ifomta to study medicine. Stanford is one of the US's • 
premier - and most expensive - universities, with a 
particularly strong reputation for medical research,. 

/■ its location, in an idyllic setting at Palo Alto south , 
of San Franrisco, makes italso oneofthe furthest from 
Washington. Chelsea has apparently promised to in- 
troduce her parents to the virtues of computer agnail 
before she departs. 

Chelsea’s choice; had become a hot topic of gos- 
sip indecent weeks, with foe First Daughter’s every 
trip out of the capita) scrutinised fof signs of.fier ed- 
ucational intentions, 'foie - her parents’ alma mater - 
was seen ‘as the “romantic 9 option; Harvard arid foe 
select Wellesley College 'were also shortlisted, with 
Princeton, 40 minutes outside NewYork,the strong 
favourite after she made a repeat visit there. 

Both parents had fosisteefthafthe choice of college, 
and course, was entirely Chelsea's. She had report- 
edly been vacillating between medicine and history, 
but after accompanying her mother on a recent tour 


of Africa, which Included Visits to many su'd projects, 
sheseemslD'havesettiedon medicine.. 


ago. Chaises attended -foe 6llte SiehveU Friends' 
school; a Quaker foundation, In north-west Washing- 
tort Evw without her highly placed parents, Jier high 
score, hifoe university qualifying aptitude test, which 


would haye given hetthfe pick of the best colleges. . 

: Academic excellence apart, Stanford. is. known for 
its astfofibniicar fees (more than $ 20,000 a year for 
tuition, with another $7,000 for lodging).. No wonder 
Clinton senior recently Joked that he was thinking of 
approach inghis former rival for the presidency, the 
minibriaire Republican Bob Dole, for a loan. - 
Joking, Indeed, seems. to be the President's way of 
dealing with Chelsea's departure - which both parents 
have conceded will be a .wrenching experience. "The 
• bad news " Mr Clinton told a recent dinner, “is' that our 
only chSdis leBylhgliane; the goodness is that Shoes 
up another bedroom. " Washington was scandalised ear- 
ner in the year by reports that big Democratic Party 
donors had been rewarded with bed and breakfast at 
the White House. Mary Dejevsky, Washington 


'Independent’ 
writer takes 
top prize in 
foodie Oscars 

Simon Hopkinson (right), who 
writes on food for The Indepen- 
dent Magazine, has been awarded 
the title of Food Writer of the Year 
in the prestigious Gienfiddich 
Awards. 

He was presented with his 
award before more than 500 
guests at The Dorchester hotel in 
London on Tuesday night. Al- 
though Hopkinson is a chef who 
has come comparatively recently 
to food writing, he has already 
won a Gienfiddich book of the 
year award for Roast Chicken and 
Other Stones, along with his co- 
author, Lindsey Bare ham, in 1995. 

This year’s book of foe year was 
presented to Gordon Ramsay, a 
Michelin-starred chef, for his debut 
book. Passion for Flavour. BBC 
Education was awarded foe Gien- 
fiddich Trophy, for its Techno : 
Food, a series of programmes 
catering for foe food technology 
module in the National Curriculum. 
The awards, foe industry’s premier 
accolades, recognise excellence 
in writing, publishing and broad- 
casting on food and drink matters. 

Hopkinson - the founder and 
co-owner of foe popular Bibendum 
restaurant in London, loved by 
foodies and celebrities alike - 
grew up in Bury, Lancashire, and 
was encouraged to enter the 
restaurant industry by his parents, 
both keen chefs. His first venture 



was a small restaurant in Fish- 
guard, Wales, which he eventually 
left to move on to London to work 
in such fashionable establish- 
ments as Hilaire. 

Renowned for his inventive 
style, Hopkinson is often de- 
scribed as one of foe founding fa- 
thers of modem British cooking. 

He has been with The Indepen- 
dent Magazine for two years and 
is currently writing The Prawn 
Cocktaii Years, a book which 
should reinvent and rehabilitate 
food ctich6s such as Black Forest 
gateau and coq au vin. 

Each winner received a com- 
memorative engraved quaich (a 
Scottish drinking cup), a cheque for 
£800 and a case of single malt 
scotch whisky. Readers wishing to 
sample some of Simon’s fare 
should note: although he will not be 
writing in this Saturday's Indepen- 
dent, his column will return foe fol- 
lowing weekend. Simon Reeve 


Doncaster 
council chief 
suspended 

Doug Hale, the chief executive of 
Doncaster Council, has been sus- 
pended on full pay while an inves- 
tigation into allegations of fraud by 
the District Auditor and police, 
continues. 

The Labour-controlled council 
first came to prominence in Janu- 
ary when foe district auditor, Gor- 
don Sutton, revealed that he was 
concerned about fbreigntrips and 
expensive “working lunches” taken 
by councillors and some officers. 

The council's leader and deputy 
leader, Peter Welsh and Ray Stock- 
hill, resigned in March, but this Is 
the first time that any of the author- 
ity’s officers have been affected by 
the inquiries. 

Mr Hale has been chief execu- 
tive of Doncaster for six years and 
was formerly married to Rita Hale, 
one of Britain's foremost experts 
on local government finance. 

While the police investigation 
was initially focused on council- 
lors’ overspending. It has recently 
widened to look at land deals, the 
granting of planning permission to 
developers and the allocation of 
contracts by foe council. 

The council last night confirmed 
Mr Hale’s suspension and said: 
“The scale of foe inquiry has yet to 
be finalised, but we will look at all 
possible areas of the management 
of the council.” 

Alt Taylor, the director of educa- 
tion, has been appointed as acting 
chief executive. 

Christian Wolmar 


Spain delighted by royal wedding plans 


To the delight of a nation of Hello! readers (or Holal as 
it is known here), Spain is to celebrate a royal wedding 
In October. Princess: Cristina, 31 , youngest daughter of 
IQng Juan Carios and Queen Sofia and third In line to 
the Spanish throne, yesterday became engaged to a 
Basque handball star, inaki Urdangarin, 29. 

The announcement by foe Zarzuela palace con- 
cludes weeks of feverish speculation that has filled 
gossip columns, since foelr relationship became pub- 
lic In March. 

Princess Cristina, a keen sportswoman, met her fi- 
ance at the Olympic Games in Atlanta last August 
when Urdangarin won a bronze medal as a member 
of foe Spanish handball team. 

The son of a prosperous Basque father and an 
aristocratic Belgian mother, Urdangarin Jives in 
Barcelona and is a member of the reigning national 
champion handball team attached to mighty Futbol 
Club Barcelona. 

Princess Cristina moved to Barcelona in 1 992 for 


six months, and stayed. She learned Catalan and 
worked as an exhibitions organiser for the cultural 
foundation of La Caixa savings bank. She has a politi- 
cal science degree from a Madrid university and a 
Masters from New York. 

Cristina shares the easy, open manner of her elder 
sister, foe Infanta Elena, whose marriage two years 
ago in Seville to the gangling sprig of one of Spain's 
most blue-blooded families captivated the country in 
a nationwide fiesta. 

Urdangarin, tali, blue-eyed and handsome, is no 
mere upper-class beefcake. He plans to finish a busi- 
ness studies degree and retire from professional 
handball within three years. 

Cristina's marriage will take place In Barcelona, 
and leaves only Prince Felipe, 29, heir to the throne, 
unmarried. Madrid is earmarked for his eventual wed- 
ding, but, despite being linked to a number of young 
women, his choice of bride remains unknown. 

Elizabeth Nash, Madrid 


briefing 


astronomy 


Search for life focuses on 
sun’s twin in distant galaxy 

A twin to the sun has been discovered that offers the best chance 


vesterday. The star in the constellation of Scoipius, 46 tigjbt years 
from the Earth, is more like the sun than any other investigated 

before. . ^ _ . . 

Although the sun K often dismissed as an average star, it is 
actually quite unusuaL It is one of only 4 per cent of stars in our 
galaxy known as G-type main sequence stars. These are yellow 
stars that bum hydrogen into helium at their centres, and are 
considered the most obvious target for the search for . 

extraterrestrial life. , .... . . , . 

Brazilian astronomers Gustavo Porto de Meilo, at the Federal 
University, Rio de Janeiro, and Lido da Silva of the National 
Observaroxy, found that the star 18 Scoipii is a virtual carbon copy 
of the sun. 

Using telescopes m Chile and Brazil, they found that the star’s 
mate, temperature, colour, surface gravity and iron abundance 
closely match the sun’s. The star emits 5 per cent more light than 
the sun and is slightly older. 

The astronomers, whose findings will be published in next 
month’s issue of ,4strophvsicol Journal Letters, told New Scientist 
magazine: “We recommend that it be considered for strong priority 
in the ongoing planet searching programmes as well as in SETI 
(Search for Extra Terrestrial Intelligence) surveys.” 

NATURE 

Whaling may have saved the seals 

A far seal population explosion in the Antarctic may have been 
aided by the whaling industry, British scientists said yesterday 
Examinatio n of seal hair found in lake sediments revealed that the 
colony was almost twice as big as it had been at any tinie in the 


from the British Antarctic Survey in Cambridge 
said that between 1976 and 1994 the number of seals visiting the 
island each summer from breeding grounds in South Georgia had 
leaped from fewer than 100 to 20 , 500 . 

Writing in the science journal Nature, the researchers suggest 
that the Southern Ocean whaling industry, which has reduced the 
baleen whale population by 90 per cent since 1922, may be parity 
responsible. 

The whales feed on vast amounts of a shrimp known as krill, 
which are also food for seals. An abundance of krill caused by the 
diminis hed number of whales is thought to have helped promote 
seal population growth. 

The seals, hunted to near extinction in the 19th and early 
present centniy, are now said to be causing extensive destruction 

anil omdnn 



SOCIETY 

Nail-filers need not apply 

Secretaries are doing it for themselves. Nearly half now wield a 
degree of financial muscle within their companies. Fourty-six per 
cent of secretaries, many of whom are now called anything from 
‘Office Manager’ to ‘Business Adminstrator’, can authorise 
expenditure on their own, without having to ask for additional 
clearance elsewhere in the company, according to a survey of 248 
secretaries tty recruitment specialists Reed Employment 
Services. 

Nearly 30 per cent of those surveyed could sanction spending up 
to £1,000 on their own authority, with 18 per cent having higher 
limits or an unlimited amount which they can sign off on any one 
project without have to dear their decisions by a manager. 

Out of the total sample. 12 per cent can sign off between £1,000 
and £10,000 on any one project, with 2 per cent able to sign off 
between £10.000 and £50,000, and 4 per cent either having no set 
limit or an unlimited budget in their own control. 

Many secretaries are said to be fed-up with colleagues and 
employers who under-vajue the term ‘secretary*. When asked what 
they would like to be called, they made suggestions such as 
Manager to the Managing Director, El Supremo, or even Chief 
Dogsbody. Simon Reeve 

WEATHER 

Few showers as drought goes on 

April showers have been almost non-existent this year- with some 
places having less than a quarter of their usual ra infall. It looted 
like being a practically rein-free month until the last week, when a 
few drops felL 

Temperatures, on the other hand, were a little above the average 
- although warm days were frequently followed by frosty nights. 
The thermometer almost touched 22C (72F) at Bristol and 
Gatwick Airport on 9 and 10 April respective^ but fell to below 2C 
(28F) in Bournemouth on the night spanning those two dates. 

Hie best of the sunshine was found in the South and East - bat 
Northern Ireland and much of Scotland had a dull month. 

The last week of the month produced a long-awaited change, as 
weather fronts moved into the North and West of the country. 
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NEWSPAPERS 
SUPPORT RECYCLING 

Recycled paper made 41-2% of 
the raw material for UK newspapers 
in the first half of 1996 
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c This is the first time that 
anyone has had a Bafta 
award for anything of mine. 
I’ve only had two nominations 
before ... for that reason I’ve 
let my membership lapse ? 



Scientists 
find gene 
that built 
mighty 
mouse 


Charles Artful- 

Science Editor 


It sounds like something from 
an Arnold Schwarzenegger sci- 
ence fiction film - bodybuilders 
of the future could be pro- 
duced in the womb, rather than 
by steroids. 

But a team of American sci- 
entists have produced geneti- 
cally altered mice which would 
mn their species' bodybuilding 
contests, by knocking out a 
gene involved in regulating 
muscle growth. They produced 
mice with unusually large shoul- 
ders. three times the muscle 
mass, which were a third larg- 
er than normal. 

The finding by a team at 
Johns Hopkins University, Bal- 
timore - reported today in the 
science journal Nature - could 
have important implications 
both for humans, in offering 
treatments for wasting diseases 
like muscular dystrophy, and for 


Unfulfilled: Leigh receiving his Bafta awards for Secrets and lies (left) at the Royal Albert Hall on Monday Photograph: Peter Macdiarmid 


David Lister 

Arts News Editor 


Mike Leigh, the film director given 
one of the industry's highest honours 
thisweek by the British Academy of 
Kim and Television Arts, revealed 
yesterday that he had resigned from 
theacademy because of its failure to 
acknowledge his films for over 20 
years. 

In an exclusive interview with The 
Independent, the enigmatic and huge- 
ly talented creator of quintessential- 
ly British films also expressed for 
the first time his disappointment 
that his film Secrets and Lies, which 
won the Bafta best original screen- 
play and the Alexander Korda award 
for outstanding film of the year, had 
lose out so heavfly at the Oscars to The 
English Patient. 

But Leigh's real wrath was reserved 
for Bafta, the 50-year-old body, which 
comprises all the great and the good 
in the British film and television 
industries, and awards the British 


equivalent of the Oscars each year. 

Mike Leigh is unique in British film 
making. Working with equal success 
in movies, thealre and television, be 
has evolved a naturalistic and obses- 
sively demanding relationship with 
specially selected troupes of adore 
evolving their characters and through 
them the scripts, and presenting an 
often depressing but equally often hi- 
larious and poignant picture of con- 
temporary Britain. 

They range from the comic middle- 
class pretensions of suburbia in Abi- 
gail sParty, starring his estranged wife 
Alison Sicadman, to his current tri- 
umph Secrets and Lies , the Oscar- 
nominated and Bafta-winning deeply 
affecting talc of a black girl’s search 
for her natural mother who turns out 
to be white. 

Despite his ever-growing fan base 
in Britain and abroad, the introvert- 
ed Leigh has always considered him- 
self an outsider in the industry, 
rightly resentful of the small number 
of cinemas his films often gain dis- 


tribution to, and of the lack of es- 
tablishment recognition of his work, 

A due that, despite the acclaim for 
Secrets and Lies, be might stiD feel this 
exclusion came at last Monday night's 
Baftas. The mast memorable image of 
the occasion was beaming superstar 
Diana Ross underneath a plumage of 
purple hair presenting the top award 
. to a solemn, unsmiling Leigh. 

Speaking to the holder of the Baf- 
ta award for best British film yester- 
day it became clear why even in his 
greatest moment of triumph he was 
feeling just a little curmudgeonly 
and wore a hangdog expression. 

. With thinly disguised contempt for 
the British academy, he complained 
that until he became a hot Hollywood 
property this year, Bafta had never 
nominated a single one of his full- 
length films or television works. 


from the Hritkti Academy of Film and 
Television Arts, which gave him three 
awards this week, because of what can 
only be described as his contempt for 


the organisation. And he gave the first 
expression of his disappointment 
that Secrets and Lies bad been so 
eclipsed by The English Pattern at the 
Oscars. ■ 

Although Leigh would not criticise 
TheEr^ish PadauiunaselL, he did say 
that “many people in Hollywood" 
were surprised by the large number 
of prizes it bad been giveng and the 
blank drawn by his own film. Bafta, 
by contrast, awarded Secrets and Lies 
prizes fox best brifish film, best orig- 
inal screenplay and best actress for 
Brenda Blethyn who played the white 

mother. 

8 m Leigh said yesterday: “This was 
the first tune anybody has ever had 
a Bafta award for anything in any of 
my films or television pieces. I have 
rally ever bad two nominations before 
and even those were for special short 
films. I can say nothing more eloquent 
than those facts. I leave everyone to 
form their own opinions on that 

“For that reason I let my mem- 
bership lapse. When you get best di- 


rector and best actor at Cannes 
[Leigh's film Naked won the Palme 
D’Or last year] and not even a nom- 
ination at Bafta, it was then 1 gave up. 
As somebody who has contributed 
fairly largely to the film industry, what 
that tells you about Bafta, well it 
doesn’t need me to spell it out" 

Even with three Bafta awards 
for bis film, Leigh was loath to give 
the academy much credit for its 
good taste. “With the Oscar nomi- 
nations, to have ignored Secrets and 
Lies would have been astonishing 
behaviour." 

The lack of recognition for one of 
Britain’s most successful, idiosyn- 
cratic and quintessentialjy British 
directors by the British film estab- 
lishment does seem extraordinary. It 
is not -only Bafta that has failed to 
recognise him. Earlier this year the 
Evening Standard Film Awards, 
decided by a jury of eminent film 
critics, ignored Janets and Lies com- 
pletely despite its Oscar Domina- 
tions. The jury refused to consdier him 


for best screenplay as they claimed 
that his method of involving the cast 
with an evolutionary screenplay dis- 
qualified him. Ironically, best screen- 
play was one of the awards he picked 
up at Bafta. 

The Oscars, Leigh admitted yes- 
terday, proved a crushing disap- 
pointment for him. Nominated for five 
categories, his film won none, while 
The English Patient scooped nine. 

Leigh sakt “I actually quite Eke The 
English Patient and I like Tbny 
Minghella [the director]. Of course, 
the famous night out at the Oscars 
when you have five nominations and 
walk away with nothing was not a nice 
night out for those of us involved with 
the fihn. It took our great sense of hu- 
mour not to get pissed oft 

“Many people in Hollywood said 
that The English Patient had got 
rather too much and we had goL too 
Bttle. But in the great scheme of things 
all the films that have taken awards 
are films that in the broad sense have 
intelligence and integrity.*' 



producing extra large farm an- 
minis such as cows, chickens and 
pigs without the use of chemi- 
cal additives or hormones. 

It is more likely that the 
farming uses would come first 
- rather as cloning has been 
done first with sheep raiher than 
humans, because it involves 
the use of large numbers of em- 
bryo cells. 

To produce the mice, the 
American researchers first took 
“stem cells" and disabled the 
gene called GDF- 8 , which 
codes for a growth-regulating 
chemical called myostatin. 

The targeted stem cells were 
cloned and injected into normal 
embryos. After being trans- 
ferred into the wombs of female 
mice, the altered embryos de- 
veloped normally. But once 
they matured, the mutant mice 
had individual muscles up to 
three times the mass of regular 
mice, and pronounced shoul- 
ders and hips. 

As well as having potential for 
the treatment of neuromuscu- 
lar diseases, the scientists be- 
lieve the approach might also 
yield benefits for cancer patients 
suffering severe weight loss. 


Holidays, PCs and DIY: savers rush to spend their share 


Glenda Cooper 

Co nsumer Affaire Correspondent 

Savers are spending again. 
Thousands of people are treat- 
ing themselves by blowing 
building-society windfall hand- 
outs on holidays, computers 
and doing up the home. 

And the tourist industry has 
been quick to make their bid to 
benefit from the extra cash 
with two holiday firms launch- 
ing their summer 1998 
brochures tomorrow - before 
most people have even taken 

this year's break. 

: Nearly 15 million people are 
set to receive free shares from 
building societiesebanging into 

banks and which pouid be trans- 
lated into cash payments aver- 


aging £1,000. If everyone eligi- 
ble sold all their shares this year, 
there would be an extra £ 20 bn 
floating around the economy - 
equivalent to increased spend- 
ing power of a lOp cut m the 
rate of income tax. 

It is estimated that three in 
10 people who received wind- 
falls from the Alliance . & 
Leicester windfalls, which has 
just floated on the stock mar- 
ket, have already sold then- 
shares. The Halifax; the Wool- 
wich and Northern Rock are all 
due to become banks as well 
over the next few months. 

. A report from the Henley 
Centre has found that while 50 
per cent of those who received 
their windfalls saved them, only . 
42 per cent of those anticipat- 


ing payouts would do so, with 
-more people treating them- 
selves to luxuries. 

The independent market re- 
search company GFK said con- 
sumer confidence was up eight 
points on the same time last 
year, the first time it had shown 
a positive reading since 1988. 
People reported that they were 
now more likely to buy a car, 
buy a house' and set about 
home improvements. 

The upsurge in consumer 
confidence GFK put down to 
households benefiting from the 
windfall wish as well as falling 
unemployment, and tax cuts. “It 
doesn’t look like people are go- 
ing to spend large amounts of 
cash," said Dave Walker, asso- 
ciate director of GFK. “They 


Where do the windfalls g o? 
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are more likely to buy washing 
machines or. televisions or con- 
sumer durables. People are still 
a little bit nervous about their 
own situation and the general 
economic situation, particular- 
ly with the election." 

Maeve Geraghty, associate 



director of the financial-ser- 
vices practice at the Henley 
Centre, said: “What is inter- 
esting is that those who had re- 
ceived their windfaHs, a lot had 
saved them but those who an- 
ticipated getting them, the per- 
centage of those intending to 


save had dropped. Holidays 
and borne improvements have 
particularly done well ... the 
majority of people were antic- 
ipating treating themselves." 

One in eight say they are go- 
ing to spend their money on hol- 
idays, a fact both Airtours and 
First Choice were quick to take 
advantage of. Last year the 
companies set a record by 
launching the following year's 
brochures in July; this year it is 
two months earner. 

“We have found that there is 
extremely strong demand from 
those who want to take advan- 
tage of the very large savings on 
oner," said Philippa Harris, 
marketing director of First 
Choice. The success of the ear- 
ly brochure launch is borne out 


by the growth of bookings that 
First Choice has seen for sum- 
mer '97 up 21 per cent year on 
year." A likely area of growth 
which had not been picked up 
on was home computers, added 
Ms Geraghty, as many of their 
prices fell into the windfall 
range. 

But Jason Whittaker, of the 
magazine PC Advisor, warned 
against buying a computer be- 
cause the money was burning a 
hole in their pocket. “If you’re 
buying a computer to use up 
£ 1,000 that is the worst reason 
to buy,” he said. “If you don’t 
know' what you are going to be 
using it for then you can end up 
spending far more on the soft- 
ware and the support." 

Major charities had consid- 


ered targeting fundraising at 
windfalls but decided against it- 
Michael Dangeifieid, the trust’s 
major gifts manager for the 
Cancer Research Campaign 
said: “We did talk about it but 
we thought that would be going 
over the line." A spokeswoman 
for the National Thist added 
that “it would be a really good 
idea if one bad the time and re- 
sources to pursue it". All the 
major charities said they had no 
evidence of an increase in giv- 
ing due to windfalls. But Ms 
Geraghty said that despite good 
intentions and tempting offers, 
human nature would prevail. 

“The money may be frit- 
tered away on nothing in par- 
ticular despite what people 
might like to do with iL” 


Save precious energy. Chop down trees. 


Building components made of .timber from managed forests require less energy to man u fa cture than their equivalents in steel, 
aluminium or concrete. . And modem timber frame constructions offer the highest standards of insulation. So chop, chop 


^ Think Wood 

The Timber Trade Federation, 16-27 Gxendan Stmt, London SH'iV-fEt. 
http://www.ttf.co.uk 
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Left or right? Let your BMW decide. The road to No.10 is littered with those 
who have lost their way. But since BMW became the first car manufac- 
turer in the U.K. to launch a fully integrated satellite navigation system, 
getting there is much more straightforward. The system uses information 
from 24 satellites orbiting the earth allowing a BMW to determine its 
exact location to within 10 metres. ABS sensors then monitor the car’s 
speed and distance travelled while an electronic compass monitors 
the direction the car is facing. You can then be directed practically 
anywhere within the M25 and many places beyond. Just enter the town, 
street and house number and the computer calculates the shortest route. 
It easily identifies complex road systems with one way streets and 
already holds thousands of useful addresses like hotels, restaurants 
and petrol stations. Even if you stray, it quickly issues you with a new 
set of directions. So no more U-turns. 

j 

Available as an option on BMW5 and 7 Series from E3£55 (up). Forfull details of network coverage contact your 
local dealer. BMW Information: P.O. BOX 161, Croydon, Surrey, CR9 1QB; 0800 325800; http-J/www.b mwxo.uk The Ultimate Driving Machine 
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.Shelf lifee The British Library at St Panctas 

■ British Library threatens to 
charge reading room users 










David Lister 

Arts News Editor 

-Literary London is presenting 
a unified front in opposing [he 
possibility of having to pay to 
use the reading rooms at’the 
new. British Library. 

. The British Library’ vest cr day 
issued questionnaires to its 
users asking their reaction to the 
possibility that it might for the 
first rime in 25U years charge for 
access to its reading rooms. 

The first reading room at the 
new St Pan eras building opens 
this autumn. It will be the 
humanities reading room, the 
equivalent of the famous Round 
Reading Room at ihe British 
Museum. 

Yesterday Brian Lang, chief 
■ executive of the British Library, 
said there was no current plan 
to introduce charges, and there 
was no possibility of charges 
being introduced in the near 
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future, as the last board meet- 
ing confirmed its support for the 
tradition of free access. 

But he added: “ In view of the 
wry severe financial constrainLs 
under which the library is 
currently working and ” the 
uncertainty of future govern- 
ment grant in aid. the board re- 
quested the library manag ement 
to conduct research into the 
subject without further delay.” 

The questionnaire proposes 
a range of annual charges for 
regular use of the British 
Library and asks users to 
indicate which prices they 
believe to be “reasonable", 
“expensive" or "so expensive 
that you would no longer visit 
the library’". 

The range extends from £50 
a year to £700 a year, going up 
in' £25 jumps. The research 
findings will be presented to the 
British Library board in July. 
The budget for the new St 
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Pancras building has risen from 
an original £U6m to £51 lm. 

Reaction among regular 
users showed that the research 
is likely to find a hostile attitude 
to charging. 

Brian Lake, secretary of the 
Regular Readers Group, said 


yesterday there had been no 
consultation with the group 
before putting out the ques- 
tionnaire. He added that there 
would be international ramifi- 
cations. 

“If American academics are 
charged here, will the American 


Library of Congress start 
charging people from Britain?" 
he asked. The historian Lord 
Thomas of Swynncrton said he 
was opposed to charging for reg- 
ular usage. Ben Pimlort, biog- 
rapher of the Queen and of 
Harold Wilson, has lent his 


support to Mr Lake to oppose 
charging in talks with the library 
management. 

The historian Lady Antonia 
Fraser, who has used the British 
Library reading room for 43 
years, said: “T think that citizens 
of this country should unques- 


tionably have their rights to visit 
freely great collections which 
have been built up for them." 

The novelist Malcolm Brad- 
bury said: “It is a world class re- 
search library. It should be 
available to scholars on the 
principle of their research.'’ 




Hands on: Weavers of the 
Edinburgh Tapestry Co 
manoeuvring their 22ft-sq 
work - based on the 
artist RB Kitaj's painting ff 
Not, Not - commissioned 
by the new British Library 
Photograph: Tom Kidd 
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£2.20 concessions. “Charg- 
. mg has enabled us to break 
even, ' said a spokes- 
woman. . 

New Forest 95 per cent of. .. 
visitors go by car and the 
chronic congestion from the 
annual 9.5m vehicles has 
led to plans to- Introduce car 
parking charges, Plans have 
prompted protests tYfihop^ 
V&A: New charges system keepers and villagers. ' 

" Five that. are free 

Royal Courts bf Justice: 1 
Site of the High Courts and 
the Court of Appeal end 

_ ¥mm! tl r &’ , r home to more than 70 

fe U j||S courts. Visitors will be 

subjected to a routine bag 
search. 

NatSonat Gallery: : 
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_ Ely Cathedral: £3 charge 
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fears over 


Jeremy Laurance 

A surgeon strongly denied yes- 

terdav that sbe had refused a liv- 
er transplant on moral grounds 
to a teenager who. had taken the 

Hflaiy Sanifey told a fatal 
accident mquiiy into. the death 
of MicheDe ftuU IS. ttot her 
famil y had misunderstood the 
reasons for refusing y her the. 
£60 000 operation. However, 
she admitted that behavioural 
problems sudi as dnig-tabpg- 
Ld to be taken into account 
wben considering which patients 
were suitable for transplant. 

Dr Sanfey,45, giving evidence 
on the fifth day of the inquiiy 
at Aberdeen Sheriff Court, said 
shehad met MkJeUe's moth- 
er and grandmother -aithw • 


t\ 



having to switch off the venti- 
lator in intensive care. “The gran 
interrupted and said it would not. 
' be what Michelle wanted. Al- 
though they were dearly dis- 
traught, they understood and 
were agreeing with me." 

Michelle, died in November 
1995, 23 days after taking half 
a tablet of ecstasy at a rave near 
her home in Aberdeen. Origi- 
nally taken to Aberdeen Royal 
Infirmary with suspected he- 


Dr Sanfrey: Denies taking 
morel stance over transplant 


reveisiDie — 

■s-asas- 

assasJnts 

tTvir heads that the dedaon was 
{S purely on the basisof her 
ShSio^and asked if I could 
and darify that andiein- 
force our poatioir . - 

W “The gran adssd m&why did 
Dr pinlayson say that we were 


her behavioural problems. 

■ “I said she must have mis- 
understood what he said. I did 
say these were issues I would 

have to consider. I also said I’ve 
transplanted patients in the 
past who had taken ecstasy and 
that was not the reason in itself," 
The doctor, who now works 
in the US, said the selection of 
patients for transplant was 
made by the whole team and it 
was "crazy" t0 suggest that she 
alone had the power to decide. 
She at first raised the possibili- 
ty of Michelle having the oper- 
ation.but warned that she mighl 
suffer severe brain damage and 
the family could be faced with 


Edinburgh when-her condition 
deteriorated " 

Dr Sanfey said she first saw 
Michelle on the morning after 
she was admitted to the Edin- 
burgh hospital. She said she had 
noted the impresdon that, the 
girl had an “extremely poor 
prognosis” and given her history 
of drag use and unstable fam- 
ily background - Michelle’s 
mother and sister wens known 
to use drugs - she should be ex- 
cluded from transplantation. 

However, she agreed with Dr 
Finlayson that they would seek 
further badtground infomatiem 
and review the situation. With- 
. in 24 hours, Dr Finlayson had 
metwfth her to esqxess concerns 
over possible irreversible brain 
-damage caused by severe pres- 
sure in her head 
The hearing continues. 
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news 


Threats of violence as Maze talks stall 


Warning from 
Loyalists in 
dispute over 
jail clampdown 


David McKrttridk 

Ireland Correspondent 

The dispute at Northern 
Ireland's Maze prison rumbled 
Ominously on yesterday, with 
representatives of loyalist 
inmates failing to reach agree- 
ment with the authorities. 

Several dozen prisoners 
affiliated to the paramilitary 
Ulster Defence Association are 
protesting against a tightening 
of security by the authorities. 
Explicit threats have been made 
by the parent group against the 
authorities. 

Prisoners set fire to observa- 
tion posts at the prison, which 
is situated several miles outside 
Belfast, while some clambered 
on to the roof of some of the 
“H-b locks". 

More talks are to be held to- 



Turning up the heat: Loyalist prisoners burning a look-out tower at the Maze yesterday as the Ulster Democratic Party's Gary McMichaei and John White speak to inmates Pnotograp s. n Bayes V 


day. The threat of violence is be- 
ing taken seriously, since at 
last three prison officers have 
been shot dead by loyalists over 
the years, and many more have 
been injured in the prison. A 
number involved in the protests 


are regarded as particularly 
militant, including some serving 
sentences for murder. 

UDA prisoners were disci- 
plined by the authorities after 
refusing to co-operate with new 
measures, which include twice- 


daily lock-ups. more head- 
counts and more random 
searches. 

The loyalists claim they are 
being penalised for the behav- 
iour of the IRA, since the dam- 
pdown was instituted following 


the discovery of an IRA tunnel 
out of the prison. 

Yesterday talks took place at 
Stormont Castle between senior 
civil servants and members of 
the Ulster Democratic party, 
headed by Gary McMichaei. 


The party's prison spokesman, 
John White, hims elf a former 
life prisoner at the Maze, said 
afterwards: “Unfortunately we 
were not able to resolve the sit- 
uation. We put proposals on the 
table and we're having a meet- 
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ing tomorrow to continue our 
discussions. Ft means the 
demonstration will go on, un- 
fortunately, but there is still the 
hope that tomorrow we may get 
some answers to some of the 
suggestions that we made.** 
The Secretary of State for 
Northern Ireland, Sir Patrick 
Mayhew, said: “There is no ex- 
cuse for loyalist factions issuing 
threats to staff and I condemn 
this action unreservedly. The 
new measures are not a pun- 
ishment for anyone, they are 

S uite simply the very minimum 
lat the public can expect to 
ensure the safety of staff and 
prisoners.” 

Meanwhile, Finlay Spratt, 
chairman of the Prison Officers 
Association, called for the res- 


ignation of the prison adminis- 
tration, describing it as rn com- 
petent He added: “It’s the job 
of the authorities to run the jail, 
and it's our job to apply the 
rules, but this crisis has been 
brought about by an incompe- 
tent management and they 
should resign.” 

The UDA, using its cover- 
name of Ulster Freedom Fight- 
ers, warned that if riot squads 
were sent in they would ensure 
the authorities would “pay a 
price”. It added: “The ball is 
with the prison authorities. 
They know how to bring this 
matter to an end.” Yesterday 
several hundred people, most of 
them relatives of the prisoners 
involved, staged a demonstra- 
tion outside the prison. 


Parents body 
attacked by 
charity bosses 


Lucy Ward 

Education Correspondent 


The management and financial 
controls of England’s largest 
and wealthiest parents' organ- 
isation are expected to be called 

into question by charity watch- 
dogs in a report due out 
tomorrow. 

Charity commissioners in- 
vestigating the running of the 
National Council of Parent 
Teacher Associations will raise 
concerns including the propri- 
ety of employment by the char- 
ity of its own former trustees. 

The report will also examine 
the spending of charily funds on 
legal advice following the 
sacking last November of two 
pro-reform trustees. Further 
inquiries are ex pected to foDow. 

The NCPTA, which repre- 
sents almost 12,000 schools and 
has a £750,000 annual income, 
has been rocked in recent 
months by a bitter internal 
dispute marking rht>. c ulminati on 
of years of in-fighting over its 
role and organisation. 

Charity Commissioners 
launched an inquiry in February 
this year following complaints 
including allegations of 
junketing by members in ex- 
pensive hotels. Concerns were 
also raised over alleged mis- 
management, conflicts of in- 
terest and inadequate financial 


controls within the charity. 

The claims have bee n 
strongly contested by NCPTA 
leaders. Spokeswoman 
Margaret Morrissey earlier this 
year insisted the organisation 
could “defend itself to the hflt”. 

Turmoil within the NCPTA 
came to a head late last year 
with the sacking of trustees 
Saudi Marshall and Sean 
Rogers, who was due to take 
over as chairman this month. 

Both claim they were elected 
by the membership on a 
reformist platform to put the or- 
ganisation on a more profes- 
sional footing.They say they 
want to see more help for parents 
in schools at grass roots level, 
making better use of die charity’s 
income and £L2m savings. 

They were removed by their 
fellow trustees for “bringing 
the organisation into dis repute ” 
after a dispute with NCPTA 
staff. 

A chief executive appointed 
last year to run the charity fol- 
lowing pressure from reformers 
left after three months and has 
not been replaced 

The Charity Commissioners, 
whose interim rep ort will be 
discussed by NCPTA members 
at an annual general meeting on 
Sunday, are expected to 
continue their investigations. 
Their ultimate sanction would 
be the removal of trustees. 
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modern times, 
these tribal 
people find the 
might of P&O 

at their door 


Bt 


4 


P&O, one of Britain’s biggest 
companies, is facing accusa- 
tions from environmen tal^ 

that it is threatening the cultural 
survival of one of India’s tribal 
peoples with plans for a massive 
port development on the sub- 
continents’ west coast. 

Tie Dahanu W&rli tribe, who 
farm paddy fields in Maha- 
rashtra, remain un assimilated 
from the rest of India, keeping 
their own customs, religion and 
festivals. They live a simple life 
in huts made of wood, straw and 
cow dung. Unlike Hindus they 
eat beet and unlike Muslims 
they eat pork. 

Flower farms and tropical 
fruit orchards have given their 
homeland, Dahanu, a reputa- 
tion as the “lungs of Bombay”, 
and led to it being designated 
an ecologically fragile zone. 

It is here P&O proposes to 
build a 29-berth port, capable 


6 If they get the 
go-ahead, the 
Warliway of life 
will be lost 9 


of bandlmg 250 milli on tonnes 
of cargo, about eight times as 
bjg as the pari of LiwipooL The 
“mega-parr” will include a pas- 
senger te rminal and facilities for 
delivering oil, coal and cement. 

P&O dropped its bombshell 
in February, when its Australian 
arm, P&O Ports, said a £700m 
project to build a massive port 
to the south of the region was 
being moved to a more natur- 
al harbour at Vadhavan, inside 
the ecologically-sensitive zone. 
In spite of earlier official 
promises, the Maharashtra state 
officials enthusiastically wel- 
comed the proposal. 

P&O Ports said the £200m 
phase one of the project, to be 
undertaken by a proposed new 
company, Vadhavan Interna- 
tional Port, would involve the 
development of 2,700 metres of 
quayside, including a berth for 
bulk cargo, an oil berth and a 
passenger terminal 



news 


Ancient culture of India’s Wariis threatened by mega-port. Ian Burrell reports 


Nergis Irani, of the 
Dahanu Thluka Environment 
Welfare Association, said: “If 
P&O get the go-ahead, it will 
bring about the industrialisation 
of the whole area and the War- 
li way of life will be lost.” She 
claimed the proposal breached 
central government directives 
designed to protect Dahanu 
from developers. 

P&O is preparing its feasi- 
bility report for the port project, 
which requires approval from 
the Indian ministry of environ- 
ment and forests. The compa- 
ny has paid almost £100,000 as 
security for its bid. 

An international network of 
environmental groups, includ- 
ing The Body Shop, friends of 
the Earth and Greenpeace, 
have taken an interest in the 
project More extreme groups 
have talked of protest actions 
against P&O commercial cruise 
and ferry operations. 

Richard Boehle, of Body 
Shop, said: “P&O will have to 
be very careful how they pro- 
ceed with this project, or the 
plight of the Warii people could 
become as damaging to them as 
.the struggle of the Ogoni peo- 
ple in Nigeria has become to 
Shell.” 

P&O, whose chairman is 
Lord Sterling of Plaistow, op- 
erates in 16 companies across 
five continents. It owns, or part 
owns, 53 ports, from Manila in 
the Philippines to Maputo in 
Mozambique. 

Although P&O has worked 
in environmentally sensitive ar 
eas, like the Great Barrier Reef, 
where it manages a tourist cen- 
tre, the Dahann issue is a po- 
tential public relations disaster. 
Management has declined to 
comment publicly on criticism 
of the scheme, but company 
sources have defended their 
environmental record around 
the world and stress that it is 
working with local government 
officials to minimise any dam- 
age caused by the project 

In P&O literature. Lord Ster- 
ling writes: “We have a re- 
sponsibility both as individuals 
and in our business activities to 
take into account the environ- 
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~nnd si riUm* some arte rial blood- 


mental impact of all that we do.” 
Sources point out that the con- 
struction of the Viidhavan port 
may create l,fMi) jobs and the 
project would open the whole 
region up to economic devel- 
opment. 

The British have built in Da- 
hanu before. But they lived 
apart from the Warii villages, 
where a rich tribal culture had 


evolved over many centuries. 
The Wariis developed their 
own form of painting on the in- 
sides of their huts, using a bam- 
boo-stick as a brush and a paste 
made of tree gum, water and 
rice powder. 

Dancing is central to 'Wferli 
culture. Whole villages take 
part in a dance alter the harvest 
to music from the sound of a 


tarpa, an instrument made from 
a dried pumpkin. 

The 175,000 Dahanu Wariis, 
whose dark skin distinguishes 
them from other Indians, have 
lived for most of this century 
alongside Zoroastrian farmers 
who migrated to Dahanu after 
faring religious persecution in 
what is now Iran. 

The Zoroastrians built wells 


and water pumps and helped to 
create fruit orchards. 

Dahanu now has a yearly pro- 
duction of 50,000 tons of the 
chickoo tropical fruit. 70,000 
ions of Gsh and 5 million 
coconuts. Every' month it pro- 
duces *L500 railway wagons of 
vegetables. C am p aig n er s claim 
there is zero unemployment 
and say an improved water 


supply could ensure the Wariis’ 
self-sufficiency. 

The threat to Dahanu first 
emerged a decade ago when the 
World Bank funded a project 
to set up a power station in the 
area to supply the urban sprawl 
of Bombay, 80 miles to the 
south. 

The plan ran into a storm of 
protests from environmental 
campaigners who claimed it 
would pollute the region's last 
remaining green area. 


People in danger. 
Members of the Warii 
tribe from the Dahanu 
region of Maharashtra, 
India, whose unique way 
of life, unchanged for 
centuries, may not 
survive the building of a 
massive port In the 
heart of their region 
Photograph: Images of India 


A succession of court battles 
helped bring about the Da- 
hanu Notification of 1991. in 
which the Indian ministry of en- 
vironment declared the area 
“ecologically fragile" and 
banned changes in Lhe partem 
of land use or the transfer of 
tribal holdings. Environmen- 
talists thought they had finally 
saved the region when the gov- 
ernment identified Bordi, a 
Dahanu village, as the country's 
first “eco-tourisi destination”. 
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news 

An urban 
sanctuary 
for bears 
or cynical 



Clare Gamer 


Animal welfare campaigners yes- 
terday condemned London Zoo’s 
reintroduction of bears to its newly 
refurbished Mappin Terrace, which 
opens to the public on Saturday. 

Bears have not been seen at the 
zoo in Regent's Park since the Map- 
pin Terrace was closed 12 years ago 
because the historic buildings were 
deemed unsafe and in need of ma- 
jor structural repairs. 

At a cost of more than £160,000, 
the site has been transformed into 
Bear Mountain, a 2300 square me- 
tre enclosure billed as “the world's 
largest urban zoo playground". Gone 
are the stark concrete slopes and bars 
which dated back to 1913. In their 
place are ropes, Lrees. undergrowth 
and “toys" for the bears’ entertain- 



Bear necessities: London Zoo’s new stars, a pair of Sloth bears, exploring London Zoo's newly refurbished Mappin Terrace yesterday 


Photograph: Nicola Kurtz 


menL Furthermore, London Zoo has 
introduced other species into the 
bears’ enclosure in order to simulate 
natural conditions. They include 
muntjac deer, peacocks and a colony 
of leaf-eating monkeys. But the crit- 
ics are not satisfied. 

Jonathan Pearce, campaigns di- 


rector for the World Society for the 
Protection of Animals (WSPA), de- 
scribed as “cynical" the zoo’s ira- 
. porta Lion of two Sri I .an l ean Sloth 
bears from Warsaw Zoo in Poland. 
Their real intention, be said, was not 
conservation, but to attract crowds. 
“They claim they are going to breed 


them, but really it's just a drive to get 
a cute attraction,’* he said. 

Or Roger Mugford, an animal psy- 
chologist, insisted that however good 
the conditions, bears would always 
suffer in captivity. Dismissing the 
zoo’s argument, he said: “London 
Zoo is totally about showbiz." 


Had London Zoo really wanted to 
help with conservation, it should have 
turned Mappin Terrace into a bear 
sanctuary, according to Mr Pearce. 

The 12-vear-old jet black Sloth 
bears, a male and a female - the only 
ones in the UK - which now live at 
Bear Mountain are expected to be “a 


big hit among visitors". “Beats are 
mere diblypo pul ar with visitors and 
we are thrilled that they are now bade 
at Regent’s Park," said Dr Jo Gipps, 
director of London Zoo. 

Doug Richardson, assistant cura- 
tor of mamm als at the zoo, said the 
enclosure was built to give the ani- 


mals the chance to develop their 
mental faculties. 

“Food is placed strategically at 
the top of a log or platform to en- 
courage the bears to climb on to 
it. They have obstacles and they 
adore plastic toys, including a traf- 
fic cone,” be said. 


EVEN MORE THAN YOU 
■ BARGAINED FOR. ■ 


SAVE £3 



Spring Bed 
Green Stripe 
WasZZWT 
Now £24-99 


HOMEBASE 

Weathercoat 
Masonry Paint 
Smooth or Textured 
Brilliant White 
5 litres 


T— BERCMF 


SAVE £2 


£9-99 


SAVE £2 


HOMEBASE 

Garden Timbercare 
9 litres 
Choice of colours 
. Was-SW 
Now £7-99 


SAVE £13*50 

MINSTER SA 

15-Pane 
Glazed Door 
78"x30" 

Was £44-97- £34-97" 
Now £31-49 


HOMEBASE Modena DIY 
Barbecue with Warming Rack 1 
Was£*9-99 Now £17-99 


SAVE £5 


PLYSU 

Water Butt 120 litres 
Was£W-99 Now £14-99 


SAVE £10 


SAVE £5 




BLACK £ 
DECKER 

GL565 Electric 
Trimmer 25cm 
(10") Cutting Width 
Was £39*79’ 
Now £29-99 


Introductory Offer _ 

£11-9 9 

HOMEBASE 

Outdoor 
Tap Kit 
Will be £13-49 
on 4-6-97 


FLYM0 

RE300 Rotary Lawn Mower 
30cm (12") Cutting Width 
WasJE99*9T 
Now £79-99 


GAZELLE 3 Tread Step Ladder 
Was £2&9T Now £15-99 




SAVE £10 


BOSCH 

Sander PDA120E 
Was£59*95’ Now £49-95 


EARLEX Warrior 
Wallpaper Stripper SS50 
Was £27-99 
Now-£26*99 


SAVE £3 


SAVE £ 6 

WILKINSON 

SW0R0 

Large 

Bypass Pruner 
Was£L?-99 
Now £73-99 


HOMEBASE 

Premium 

Bark Chips 80 litres 
ms£W 
N ow £5-99 

SAVE £3 


SAVE £20 


■■"‘s n ..er- 






& • 
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SAVE a 


H0ZEL0CK 

KiUaspray 2 pint 
Pressure 
Sprayer 

Was£m 

Now £8-99 


CHEVIOT # 

Outdoor 
Rotary Airer 
Was £48*99' 
N ow £43-99 

SAVE £5 


BLACK & DECKER 

Dustbuster 
HC410N 
Was £22-99" 
Now £19-99 


TRITON Ivory 9-5kw 
v. Electric Shower 
bar --i Was £H37' Now £79 


»• 0. 


iT. 


SAVE £30 


SAVE £3 


SAVE£1 


POLYCELL 

Patio & Path 
Cleaner 5 litres 
Was £7-97' Now £6-99 


I3ASI 


SAINSBURY’S HOUSE & GARDEN CENTRES 
BANK HOLIDAY M0HD AY 5TH 8AM -7PM - MONDAY-THURSDAY 8AM -8PM - FRIDAY 8AM -9PM • SATURDAY 8AM -8PM • SUNDAY 10AM-4PMT 

iBricfo not Included. Garden products not available a) Bury SI Edmunds siore. Ail sizes are approximate and noi lo scale Merchandise subject lo availability. Products and otters may vary In Northern Ireland and Eire. *Slores In Scotland open Sunday ?am-6pm. 

Opening times may vary. Please call QMS 8D1 BOO during office hours tor details or your nearest siore. 


No takers 
for third of 
training 
awards 


Lucy Ward 

Education Correspondent 

Over a third of the Govern- 
ment’s flagship job training 
qualifications have never been 
completed by a single trainee, 
according to figures from the 
quango set up to promote them. 

A further 50 out of the 87S 
existing National Vocational 
Qualifications have been 
achieved by just one person. 

Among the nation’s least 
popular NVQs are level two 
qualifications in pest control, 
maintaining fire-extinguishing 
equipment, spectator control 
and funeral service, none of 
which has yet been awarded. 
Certificates in amusements, 
carton manufacture and steel 
hot rolling have also yet to be 
gained. 

The revelation that a total of 
380 individual NVQs have been 
achieved by one person at the 
most casts doubt on government 
attempts lo promote the qual- 
ifications as central to Britain's 
skills revolution. 

Since their launch in 1990, 
£106m of public money has 
been spent on developing and 
promoting NVQs, which are 
based on the principle of mea- 
suring candidates’ competence 
in particular job occupations. 

The qualifications are under 
review after being criticised 
last year in a report on the 100 
most popular awards by the in- 
dustrialist Sir Gordon Beau- 
mont. The Beaumont Report 
found NVQs were jaigon-rid- 
den, bureaucratic and needed 
revision to become more user- 
friendly. Critics have suggested 
the qualifications, which can be 
gained in the workplace or in 
colleges and training centres, 
are based on narrow job-de- 
scriptions, reducing their appeal 
and relevance. 


The unpopularity of a large 
number of NVQs contrasts with 
the great popularity of a few. 
Figures from the National 
Council for Vocational Quali- 
fications (NCVQ) reveal that 23 
awards have been completed by 
5,000 or more trainees, while 91 
have been gained by 1,000 or 
more trainees. The most pop- 
ular NVQs cover business and 
service sector occupations in- 
cluding hairdressing, childcare 
and retail skills. 

NCVQ yesterday said the 
figures on completed qualifica- 
tions did not reflect the number 
of trainees who might be work- 
ing towards them. That infor- 
mation is not collected centrally 
because the 120 NVQ awarding 
bodies do not agree on when to 
count a trainee as having em- 
barked on a course. 

A spokeswoman said there 
was a time lag between qualifi- 
cations being accredited and the 
first person gaming a certificate 
while assessors were trained and 
other systems put in place. 

Another factor was the high 
number of people opting to 
study only for sub-units of 
NVQs related to their particu- 
lar occupation, rather than for 
the full qualification. 

NCVQ admitted it was con- 
cerned at the low take-up where 
a qualification had been avail- 
able for some time. The spokes- 
woman said: “We wfl] consider 
carefully whether these NVQs 
should stay in the system when 
they come to be re-accredited 
and we will tighten our criteria 
for deciding whether there is a 
market for new ones." 

NVQs make up a fraction of 
the 16,000 vocational qualifi- 
cations available.* As a result of 
criticism, the Government has 
ordered a big reduction in the 
list of qualifications eligible for 
public funding. 


DAILY POEM 


A Good Read 

By Tony Harrison 

That summer it was Ibsen, Mars and Gide. 

I got one of his you-stuck-up-bugger looks: 

ah sometimes think you read too many books, 
ah nhver ‘ad much time for a good redd. 

Good read. 1 / bet! Your programme at United! 

The labels on your whisky or your beer! 

You ’d never get unbearably excited 
poring over Kafka or King Lear. 

The only score you ‘d bother with ’syour darts, 
or fucking football ... 

(All this in ray mind.) 

I've come round to your position on ‘the Arts' 
but put it down in poems, that’s the bind. 

These poems about you, dad. should make good reads 

for the bus you took from Beeston intotown 

for people with no time like you in Leeds - 

once fm writing I can’t pul you down! 


This poem, from the sequence .read this week on Radio 3 by 
Tony Harrison to mark his 60th birthday, can be beard tonight 
at 0030. All the works chosen come from his Selected Foems 
(Penguin, £6.99) ©Tony Harrison -r- 
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*The Macintosh Performa 5400: 160MHz PowerPC 603e processor/ 
16MB RAM, 1.6GB hard disk drive, 16-bit stereo surround sound, built-in 
15-inch/32,000 colour display, 8x CD-ROM drive and 28.8 fax/modem. 
Plus the following software: ClarisWorks, the Apple Internet 
Connection Kit, Apple Telecom, Performa ClickArt, At Ease, MacLink 
Plus, HyperCard Player, Acrobat Reader, Sammy’s Science House, 
Thinkin’ Things, the Ultimate Human Body, the Groller Multimedia 
Encyclopedia, the Best of European Soccer, Power Pete, Full Throttle, 
Descent and the Apple Magic Collection by Disney Interactive. 


\Uk-l 


*11# 


■pera- 
swill- 
ir life 
•, And 

y 1 am 

/oman 
on the 
etydis- 
ne too 
s to the 
he help 
£. 

s, that I 
osibHity 
•. a cold 
ateverl 
lea bow 
make in 
icyhand- 
themat- 
/een the 
es, is the 
e tract six- 
egjnning, 


EM 


Some computer manufacturers offer you “the latest technology” at unbeatable prices, others include “hundreds of pounds worth of 
software” valued at more than the cost of the whole system. Unbelievable? We agree. And if you share our concerns, look no further than the 
Macintosh Performa™ range - now starting at just £1,199 (£1,020.43 ex VAT)? 5 

As exhaustively illustrated above, the Macintosh Performa 5400 is not only a highly specified system, but it comes with a host of tofHjuality 
pre-installed software titles tob. Grice you’ve paid your money, all you have to do is take it out of the box, plug-in and switch-on. And because it’s as 
easy-to-use as any other Macintosh computer, you can be sure that you’ll be able to put it to work quickly - whether it’s your first business machine or 

a welcome addition to the home. 

And whilst we’re' on the subject of deals, make sure you ask your nearest stockist about special offers that are now available when you also 

buy an equally honest Colour StyleWhter printer. (10/1/1 09 / qaa 

For details of a Macintosh Performa stockist near you, call the Apple Information Centre free on: UOUU ZjT; OUU. 



Apple 


e when 
ange 


retail price of the Me 


■' ■ , - ejMHW mtmtiv Macintosh) as at 115197. Ex 1ST, pricing shorn for business customers only. £>May 1997, Apple Computer, Inc The Apple logo is a registered trade mark and Apple. Macintosh. Macintosh Itofarm and StyfoVriter are trademarks of Apple Computer. Inc., 

MactntaSD ivrjorma registered in the' VS and other countries. All other tradenuirks are recognised as belonging to tbdr respective parent companies. 












Every day, another 90^^ 
people log onto the mternetior; , 
die first time. \ H^T 

They cant ah be citonfapiy 
insomniac umiergra^ua^>%yu^ 




how difficult can M|&be?“ p^p 
The short 
And the long 
very, read on. = ; 

An easy 
is to visit the 
find it at 


-mm 


WARNING: this is a highly 
technical treatise on the internet 
Before reading it, you should be 
able to understand complicated 
terms such as “Yellow Pages", 
“plumber", “Polish" and “hotel" 
it is designed to be read by the 
average 59-year old human 
being. If there isn't one handy, 
rush out now and grab one . 
^ before you go any further. 
V You have been warned. 


vM&^^you^^nd Electronic Yellow Pages® (the on-fine version of. 


mm 


Ba» : i yfiuguessed it. Yellow Pages®), a film guide, a city guide and one or two 
^^Bj’dhertiuh^ aB arranged in a way that makes them easy to use. 

M V ; ; EY * (as we like to 6afi Electronic Yellow Pages) Is the 

comprehensive on-fine source of information about businesses in the 
country. It indudes the names, addresses, telephone numbers (and of 
. course business type) of over 1.6 mOfion companies. 

- Which is obviously rattier a lot to look through when you 
need a horse breeder in a hurry. So something catted a search 
en^ne does everything tor you. ; 

Should you be looking, it can also find you eight plumbers 
around Leek, two demolition experts in Wrexham and for 
“Boring” ftwifl teHyoato look under Civil Engineers. 

With some businesses, you can dick on the company's 
nameahd ahyperimk (a technical term for, weH, a fink) will 
transfer yod out 'of Yefi and take you to their home page. 

_{To be any easier^ we’d have to come and do it tor you.) * 

Here you may find photographs of their staff and products, 
a mapT showing you where to find them and an address so 
you Can send them an e-mail. (Don’t worry if you’re still 
using something as quaint as a telephone, the number is also listed.) 

But there’s much more than just good old Yellow Pages on good new Yell. 



Yell, the website of yellow pages. Search engines, 

hyperlinks, web directories and for people 
over the age of seven, a button marked “help”. 
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24 hours to change the country’ 


’T^cre was a time when the <ar^p 
ma Labour leader’s election 
s P^ e T n«t to a Titanic memo- 
rial might have seemed a lad 
Yesterday, however, 
asrony Blair’s campaign hur- 
““ tojts conclusion m Scotland 
and . the North East, all such 
omens seemed only to conjure 
up.thoughts of John Major and 
his beleaguered cabinet. 

The memorial, a modest 
affpir, bore the names of two 
Dumfries townsmen who went 
do?wn with the ship when she 
sank in April 1912, and was 
situated in the town’s Dock 
Paik a m i d hundreds of cheering 
Labour supporters. 


Steve Boggan aboard ‘Blairforce One' reports on the last day of the Labour campaign 


As Mr Blair spoke of his never spoken by his staff - that sleazy, rotten, shifty-eyed self- 
plans lor Britain’s future, nothing could go wrong. seekers, 

nnptonng the crowd to vole and One onlooker, whose nose -had “Trusting John Major wiib 


uuptOTniguic crowd to vote and One onlooker, whose ixise had “Trusting John Major with 

noi dc complacent, reminding become sunburnt waiting for the future of the country is like 
“"P® 0 !* “ dicir choice - new the Labour leader under brilliant trusting your wife and daughter 
Labouror twe more Tory years bhicsldes, said he could imagine wilh Alan Clark.” 

r J ll 5-8 0 “policed that grey ckmds vishing Mr Major We had arrived in Dumfries, 

one oithc Titanic victims. John wherever he went. Tory-held with a 6.5U0 majority. 


shoppers; onwards hy bus m visit 
a school and a police Marion in 
Middlesborough; finally ending 


Olympic runner, in Stockton, knowledge that, should Labour 
and tht actress Helen Mirren ar win, Tory supporters Lord 


r m ma ■ to Save the National Health 

Caflipdlgfl Sendee; 24 hours to give our 

children the education they 
knowledge that, should Labour need in our schools. 


Middlesborough police station. 


the day at Trimdon Labour There was an impression that 
Club in Mr Blair's Sedgefidd the Labour campaign star- 


win, Toiy supporters Lord “TWenty-four hours to give 
Lloyd Webber and the come- hope to our young people and 


Law Hume, was a member of 
the band that played as the 
vessel went down. 

Il raised a few laughs and pro- 
vided a striking contras between 
the gloom of the Major campaign 
and the quiet confidence of Mr 
Blair’s. There was a feeling - 


PM fails to 
get the yolk 
as Labour 
turn rowdy 

Colin Brown sees the first - and 
last - egg of the campaign thrown 


John Major was mobbed in the 
film! hours of the campaign 
. yesterday by supporters of Bar- 
bara Foliett, the Labour style 
guru. The scuffles were the last 
thing Tbry image-makers would 
have wanted on the evening 
news before polling day. 

Mr Major seized the oppor- 
tunity to have a final go at the 
Labour campaign managers, 
whom he bad accused of car- 
rying out a "great marketing 
scam” on the electorate. This 
is old Labour. If they had 
known our schedule they would 
have done it every day, every- 
where. These are Labour ac- 
tivists. They don't agree with 
Labour policy. This is real 
Labour. It is very good people 
can see it. I just wish they had 
seen it a little bit earlier. This 
isn’t the sweet smiling faces of 
Labour ... This is tbe real 
Labour Party.” 

An aide said Mr Major de- 
scribed it as the “hastiest” be- 
haviour encountered in tbe 
campaign. “It was not just ... 
bedding. There were some ... 
pushing and it was very ag- 
gressive. We have some ag- 
gressive heckling at times from 
tbe Socialist Workers Party and 
the Referendum Party but this 
is the worst behaviour and it 
came from people holding up 
authorised New Labour 
posters.” 

Mr Major was never in real 
danger, surrounded by detec- 
tives and camera crews, but an 
egg was thrown -tbe first of the 
campaign. It landed cm the 
Prime Minister's bomb-proof 
D aiml er, into which Nonna 
Major had been taken for her 
safety by her detective. 

Some Labour supporters 
booed and chanted “one more 
day". A few jostled Conserva- 
tive supporters, who held up 
-protective placards and a 
ragged blue banner. Ken Fbflett, 
the author and husband of the 
Labour candidate, watched 
from the safety of the pavement 
as the m£16e took place around 
the trolleys of a supermarket. 

Mr Foliett, carrying sand- 
wich boards with his wife’s pho- 
tograph, said: “I think he is just 


going through the motions. Our 
canvassing figures are so good 
we don’t believe them." He 
looked bemused by Mr Major’s 
old-style campaigning tech- 
niques. “I wonder what the 
point is. The Ibries are terribly 
angry. Have you noticed they 
say nasty things and they are 
popping our balloons with cig- 
arettes?" 

Mrs Foliett was a few hun- 
dred yards away in the town cen- 
tre, where Labour supporters, 
tipped off about Mr Major’s vis- 
it bad been planning a bois- 
terous welcome. Her husband 
said: “It would not have been 
very dignified for her to be 
here.” Sheila Gunn, the Prime 
Minister’s press secretary, said: 
The Prime Minister doesn’t be- 
lieve there are any no-go areas 
in the entire UK. He expects tbe 
right to be heard in a democ- 
racy to put his point over, even 
with people who disagree with 
him. These people didn’t want 
to hear his arguments. It shows 
the Prime Minister is prepared 
to go anywhere to take his 
message to tbe country, what- 
ever the behaviour of Labour’s 
supporters." 

Earlier, the campaign ap- 
peared to be drifting towards a 
quiet ending as Mr Majorde- 
cided to highlight his commit- 
ment to sport. 

After travelling more than 
10,000 mOes to attack Labour, 
his visit to an exhibition next 
door to Wembley Stadium to • 
see the FA Cup seemed an ex- 
traordinarily low-key way to 
end the campaign. Mrs Major, 
who has done her best to look 
interested, no matter how dull 
the photo-opportunities in var- 
ious places across the country, 
found it hard sustaining her 
smil e to the very end. 

' The Major posed with the ’ 

Cup and photographers shout- 
ed: “Put it on your head Mr Ma- • 

jor." But he resisted the 
temptation. At that moment, 
the words of David Coleman 
came to mind: “They think it’s 
aD over ..." Stevenage showed 
that Mr Major will go on kick- 
ing untfi the final whistle at 
10pm tonight. ‘ 


grey douds vishing Mr Major We hud arrived in Dumfries, 
wherever he went. Tory-held with a 6.5U0 majority. 

And there were more laughs after rides aboard the Labour 
at John Major’s expense during leader’s BAC 1-1 1 - or Blair- 
an appearance on [he Dumfries force One as it has uffection- 


wiih Alan Clark.” const ituency . backers had been winners, or at 

Wc hud arrived in Dumfries. Labour’s campaign LraD has least the sort of people who 

Toiy-held with a 6.5U0 majority, been Uttered with celebrities, hacked winners, 
after rides aboard the Labour from Anita Roddick and Patrick So. as Mr Blair hobnobbed 
leader's BAC I-ll - or Blair- Stewart (from Star Trek) to with the star of Prime Suspect 
force One as it has affection- Sinead Cusack and Antony at a police station, discussing 
atcly become known - and a Minghella. director of The zero tolerance policing and 
Wagnerian convoy of 11 hvli- English Patient. And yesterday rounding off an almost flawless 


platform by Richard Wilson, the 
star of. inevitably, One Foot in 
the Grave. 

“This Tory government," he 


Hj fln Paul Daniels had promised 
to leave the country. 

Mr Blair rounded off his 


security to our elderly; 24 hours 
to deride how to build that 
decent, great British society we 


atcly become known - and a 
Wagnerian convoy of 11 heli- 


rst the sort of people who campaign last night in his so yearn for. 
eked winners. Sedgefield constituency with a Twenty-four hours in which 

So. as Mr Blair hobnobbed warning that voters had only 24 the decision about the future of 
th the star of Prime Suspect hours to change the country. this country will be made." 
a police station, Hfaniaang Speaking at Trim don Labour Mr Blair and his wife, Cherie, 

ro tolerance policing and Qub, he thanks party workers, will vote in the constituency 


copters. Then it was back on was no exception. 


zero tolerance policing and 
rounding off an almost flawless 


board the choppers to Stockton 


said, “is polluted by a bunch of to greet hundreds of market day 


After Richard Wilson came 
Steve Cram, the former 


- if dull - campaign. Con- victory for granted. 


but insisted he was not taking today and are expected to spend 


servativc observers were left to 
console themselves with the 


During an emotional speech, 
he said: “Wfe have only 24 hours 


the rest of the day with their 
children at the constituency 
home. 
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Last gasp: John Mqor (above) besieged by Labour supporters in Stevenage; Tony Blair and John Prescott in 
action ip Sedgefield (below left) and Paddy. Ashdown in Christchurch Photographs: Tom PilstorVDavid Rose/John Voos 






Ashdown in 
final push to 
win over the 
disillusioned 


Lib-Dem leader has blitzed floating 
voters. Barrie Clement reports 


Ppddy Ashdown yesterday 
made his final play for the 
votes of the Great Disillusioned 
in flying visits to eight con- 
stituencies and sending 2 mil- 
lion letters to floating voters. 

After Tony Blair’s reaffirma- 
tion of plans for a referendum 
on proportional representa- 
tion, the liberal Democrat 
leader sought to maximise his 
national percentage of the vote 
through the nationwide letter 
campaign. 

He believes that substantial 
support in constituencies all 
over the country would be 
turned into a far greater num- 
ber of MPs after electoral 
reform. 

Liberal Democrat activists 
also attempted yesterday to 
fulfil their more immediate aim 
of returning the maximum 
number of MPs to .Westminster. 

Mr Ashdown’s aides made it 
clear last night that they ex- 
pected to exceed the 26-strong 
presence in tbe last Parliament, 
and Mr Ashdown ventured that 
the party was on the threshold 
of an historic breakthrough. 

His letter has gone to unde- 
cided voters throughout Britain 
compiled from canvassing re- 
turns. In it Mr Ashdown urges, 
those who are concerned about 
tbe ament *1uncSng arias" in ed- 
ucation and health to turn their 
backs on Labour and Ibries. 

The Liberal Democrat 
leader, who indicated his ex- 
pectation of a Blair government 
at yesterday monring’s press 
conference, said there was a 
“danger” that Tbny Blair would 
fail to deliver the necessary 
changes. He reminded tbe float- 
ing voters that the Libera] De- 
mocrats bad said what they 
wanted to achieve and how it 
would be paid for, but the let- 
ter failed to spell out that it 
meant higher taxes. 

On the final day of his cam- 
paign - which has taken Mr 
Ashdown on a 17300-mile 
odyssey around 64 constituen- 
cies - the Liberal Democrat 
leader helicoptered to eight 
key seats in southern England 
and the West Country. 

In a refuelling stop at Exeter 


airport Mr Ashdown encoun- 
tered Michael Heseltine. At 
first tbe Lib-Dem leader began 
to approach the Deputy Prune 
Minister, but then thought bet- 
ter of it with television crews and 
reporters in attendance. Such 
a conversation would have been 
“off message", as one of Mr 
Ashdown’s aides put it 

After a long, hard campaign, 
Mr Ashdown seemed to be 
making speeches on auto pilot. 
At Haymoor Middle School, 
mid-Dorset, he told a throng 
made up largely of children 
which gathered around his he- 
licopter that they would have to 
pay more taxes under a Liber- 
al Democrat government 

Tb chants of “Paddy, Paddy!" 
he told them they wouldn’t have 
to wait as long for a hip opera- 
tion. The unthinkin g enthusasm 
of 12-year-olds for a politician 
left a strange taste in the mouth. 

Despite minor hiccups, Mr 
Ashdown has clearly enjoyed 
the hustings- He told reporters 
yesterday: “1992 was a good 
campaign. This has been a great 

camp aign _ 

He felt his battle for votes 
had turned the corner on Mon- 
day night m Oxford when be was 
forced to address hundreds of 
his supporters who were unable 
to get into a packed town hall 
to bear bis formal speech. 

“I felt then that the party was 
getting stronger and stronger 
and the message we were 
putting across was getting a 
warmer and warmer welcome.” 

Last night he addressed his 
final rally of the election. Ad- 
dressing supporters at the Riv- 
iera centre, Tbrquay, he 
hammered home his constant 
theme that his party’s manifesto 
was a “menu with prices. Un- 
like foe Conservatives, tbe Lib- 
Dems would keep their 
promises,” be said. 

He told party activists to go 
.and “work your socks off” in the 
final hours of the election cam- 
paign. He reminded supporters 
that a vote for Labour in the 
South-west would mean foal 
they would wake up tomorrow 
morning with a Tbry MP and a 
Conservative government 
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KEY ARGUMENTS 


Despite the poll evidence, John Major 
was still arguing strongly yesterday 

that the Conservatives could win. 

“There are huge numbers of people 
who are undecided; foeraart also lots 
of people who are undeclared, who . 
perhaps have-made up their minds, 
mid ! believe we are gring to win,” he 


Tm bencHng every aspect of my will 


can carry on the work I have sought to 
do over the fast she and a ft atf years”. 

Faddy AShdown'.was^mlMy ; 
gung-ho. hi a letter to 2;miffiori r • 
floating voters, he wrote: "Vfe-stand 
on the threshold of -ari historic victory. 

“The only vote that util make a 
difference for you and your family's 
future is a vote for foe liberal - . 
Democrats.”. 

Tony Blair was the only party leader 
not predicting victory yesterday. 

‘I ask for your vote because 1 
befieve in this country and I know 
and befiewe it can be better,” he said 
ae he headed for Scotland. 

The Labour leader said that fas 
party would “strive for every single 
vote in every comer of the country". 


GOOD DAY 


BAD DAY 
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THE OTHER PARTIES 




^evident 


Alex Salmond, leader of foe SNR, 
sent his party workers out to the 
constituencies, calling them 
“bravebearts” and predicting a 
"barrel-load" of seats. Addressing activists 
in Edinburgh, he said: “We must decide if 
we -wish to speak as a powerless parish 
council, or ... a sovereign parliament" 


The Monster Raving Loony Party held their 
election victory party last night - several 
hours before polfing began. Lord Stitch 
said it was a tradition to hold foe party 
before foe election. “We often find other 
parties send their workers to our parties - 
especially as most of them wont have 
anything to celebrate after foe election.” 


wBqhl a mBd seflse of anfidpafion^ ypf ' 
Bt^said. TfoHcih^wouldrrtte ' -y “• ' 

overdoing iL“ ■ Y. • ' 


ONE TO REMEMBER 


Tony Blair told The Independent at yesterday’s morning press conference: 
“The promises that we have made are specific, they are flmlted, as 1 often 
point out, they are limited, but they are specific, and if we deliver on those, 
then I think we're entitled to trust 
“If we don’t deliver on those, then we’ll not be.” 
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John Refiiocil 



Tony Blair is set to become 
prime minister tomorrow, with 
Labour still 17 points ahead in 
the final Independents arris 
poll. But the pollsters remain 
jittery about predicting the pre- 
cise margin of victoiy. 

Tom Simpson, managing di- 
rector of Harris Research, has 
estimated what might happen if 
people behave the way they did 
at the last election, and suggests 
Labour's lead in the real vote 
today could be cut to 11 points. 

Although all the polls, apart 
from MORI, adjust the don't 
knows and won’t says to take 
account of Conservative sup- 
porters who are reluctant to de- 
clare themselves, Mr Simpson 
said: can’t be sure we've got 

all of them this way, so we've 
made a stronger adjustment 
on the basis of what happened 
last time.” 

He assumes a late swing on 
the same scale as in 1992. Ap- 
plying this adjustment to today’s 
poll cuts Mr Blair's majority of 
173-179 seats to around 99. 

But the evidence from the 
poll itself suggests that Labour’s 


Which party do you trust most to take the right decisions 
about ...? (1 992 NOP/BBC exit poll In brackets) 


The economy Income tax 


Labour 
Conservative 
Ub Dem. 


49 (35) 
34 (51) 
1 0 (14) 


45 (32) 
35 (53) 
1 5 (15) 


Prices and 
inflation 
46(33) 
39(53) 

1 0 (14) 


vote is solid. While 81 per cent 
of Labour supporters said they 
had "definitely decided” how to 
vote, only 6S per cent of Tbiy 
voters were sure. 

Of Tories, 23 per cent said: 
“I may change my mind”, 
against 33 per cent of Liberal 
Democrats and only 13 per 
cent of Labour supporters. The 
second preferences of Tory wa- 
verers tilt towards the Liberal 
Democrats, while those of Lib- 
eral Democrats split nearly 
three-to-one in Labour’s favour. 

We asked which party voters 
uusied most to take the right 
decisions in five areas and found 
Labour ahead in each one. 


On the economy, income tax 
and prices (see table), our ques- 
tions are directly comparable 
with those asked by NOP in the 
BBCs exit poll at the last elec- 
tion. Labour’s rating is 13 or 14 
points higher than in 1992, and 
the Tories are between 14 and 
IS points lower. 

Labour was also ahead by 16 
points on law and order and by 
12 points on Europe. When 
Harris asked about the impact 
of the European Union as an 
election issue, 24 per cent said 
it made people less likely to vote 
Conservative, against 16 per 
cent who said it made people 
more likely to do so. 


Hams also asked: “What is 
the one most important reason 
for supporting the party you in- 
tend to vote for?" 

This is comparable to a ques- 
tion Hams asked in its exit poll 
for 1TN in 1992, and the answers 
are very similar. “The party's 
policies” were name d by 45 
per cent (47 per cent in 1992); 
“I usually vote for that party,” 
20 per cent (20); “Dislike of an- 
other party," 15 per cent (15); 
“The party leader” , 7 per cent 
(7); "The local candidate” 4 per 
cent (5). 

Finally, Harris asked what 
people thought of the “new"' 
Labour Party. Half the sample, 
49 per cent, said the changes 
show Tony Blair “is a strong 
leader with a clear sense of di- 
rection". Of Conservative vot- 
ers, 23 per cent also thought that 
Mr Blair was a strong leader. 
Harris Research interviewed 
1, 154 adults face-to-face in their 
homes on. Sunday, Monday and 
Tuesday this week. The figures 
exclude 14 per cent who didn’t 
know, wouldn 't say or wouldn 't 
vote, who could not be allocat- 
ed to a pony on the basis of how 
they voted in 1992. 
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Star of 45: If polls are right Tony Blair will match Clement Attlee’s rout of the Tories 

Poll leads raise 
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Once again the BBC Top Gear/ 
JD Power survey speaks volumes. 

which car came top in the BBC Top Gear/JD Po\ 


No prizes for guessing 

I A — 1 QQ7 I 11/ 


which car came top in the BBC Top Gear/JD Power and Associates 1997 UK 
Customer Satisfaction Study. Drivers of all the leading makes were asked 
questions covering vehicle performance, number of problems experienced and 
customer care. And, for the fourth year running, the world-beatingToyota Corolla 
was rated the UK's single most satisfying car by the most important judges of all 
- the car owners. And the runner up was the stunning Toyota Celica.To quote 
from the report “Vehicle quality is the outstanding strength - Toyota owners 
report fewer problems on average than owners of any other make.” No surprise, 
then, that they voted both the car in front and the one behind it a Toyota. 
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84th 


THE CAR IN FRONT IS A @>TOYOTA... AGAIN 


John Rentoul 


Only twice this century have the 
Conservatives been routed on 
a scale suggested by today's 
opinion polls. 

In 1945, the Tories were re- 
duced to just 213 MPs. Labour, 
led by Clement Attlee, won 393 
seats' and a majority of 146. But 
six years later, the Labour Gov- 
ernment was out of power. 

In 1906, the Tories were cut 
to 157. with the Liberals under 
Henry Campbell-Bannerman 


in 1924, the- election which saw 
the demise of the Liberal 
Party. ; 

The Tbries had a notional 
majority .of 331 in 1931, air 
though Ramsay Macdonald was 
Prime Minister of the Nation- 
al Government, which itself 
had a majority of 493. Mr Bald- 
win was back with a majority of 
249 in 1935. Harold Macmillan 
also had a majority of exactly 
100 in 1959. Harold Wilson in 
1966 was just short with a 96 ma- 


winning by a margin of 130 
seats. The Tories were out of 
power until the wartime coali- 
tion of 1915. 

If today's Independent /Karris 
poll reflects how people vote. 
Labour would have a majority 
of 177 and the Tories would be 
left with 184 seats. 

Torty Blair said on Monday: 
“This is not a landslide country.” 
He could not be more wrong. 
For the purposes of tonight's 
electronic swingometer, the 
BBC has defined a landslide as 
a majority of 100 seats or more. 
On this definition, nine of this 
century’s 25 general elections 
have been landslides. 

Apart from the Liberals in 
1906 and Labour in 1945. the re- 
maining seven have all been 
Tory victories. The Marquis of 
Salisbury won a majority 134 in 
the 1900 “khaki election” 
during the Boer War. Stanley 
Baldwin won a majority of 223 


jority. And then Margaret 
Thatcher won by 144 in 1983 
and 102 in 1987. 

What is intriguing is that 
both the 1906 and 1945 anti-Tbry 
landslides marked new begin- 
nings in the country's political 
history. The 1906 Liberal Gov- 
ernment levied progressive tax- 
ation to pay for the start of the 
welfare Mate, including the in- 
troduction of the old age 
pension.-. 

The 1945 Labour Govern- 
ment built the “cradle to pave” 
welfare state (to a blueprint by 
the Liberal Sir William Bev- 
eridge), including the Nation- 
al Health Service. 

Tory landslides, on the oth- 
er hand, have tended to be en- 
dorsements of what went 
before. The lories won the 
1979 election, which marked the 
beginning of the Thatcher rev- 
olution. by a majority of 45 seats, 
and only went on to win 
landslides later. 


Businessman 
rebuffs claim 
on donations 


Christian Wolmar 

Westminster Correspondent 
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STUOr BASED ON A "TOTAL OF 16,498 CAR CONSUMER RBPONSES. RANKINGS TAKEN FROM ‘TOP GEAR - MOOR SCORE AS FEATURED IN MAY EDTTTON OF BBC TOP GEAR MAGAZINE. FOR MORE INFORMATION ONTHETOYOTA RANGE CALL 0800 777 5S5. 


Paul Sykes, the millionaire busi- 
nessman who has given 
£500,000 to local Conservative 
parties whose candidates op- 
pose the single currency, has re- 
buffed suggestions that his 
donations would jeopardise 
their parliamentary future. 

Mr Sykes, who is firmly op- 
posed to the single currency and 
federalism, has exacerbated di- 
visions within the Tory party by 
giving between £1,000 and 
£3,000 to areas with a sitting 
Tory MP. The money has been 
taken up by 237 associations, 
costing Mr Sykes about 
£500,000. but he argues that sug- 
gestions that he gave the mon- 
ey to candidates are wrong. 

He said yeaerday “The mon- 
ey was given to constituency as- 
sociations and not candidates, 
and we checked the situation 
legally very carefully before 
making the donations.” 

Mr Sykes yesterday issued a 
writ against the Guardian For li- 
bel after it ran a story saying: 
“This man gave money to 237 
Tories. They may well regret it” 

Mr Sykes is demanding a re- 
traction and an apology and 
warned that he was prepared to 
pursue it all the way. “I hope 
they give in, because I don’t 
want to cause any job losses at 
the paper," he said. He also de- 
manded the resignation of the 
editor, Alan Rusbridger. 

It is unclear whether Sir Gor- 
don Downey, the Commission 
for Parliamenury Standards, is 
likely to receive a complaint 
about the donations when Par- 
liament resumes. If so, he may 
be asked to produce a report 1 for 


t 




Paul Sykes: Issued Dbel writ 


the Commons Standards. and 
Privileges Committee to. de- 
cade whether they contravene 
rules issued 18 months ago by 
Parliament following the. cash- 
for-qoestions affair. • , 
Labour was officialiypkying 
down the story because it did 
not want Europe to becoriie an 
issue on the day of poUmg- How- 
ever, individual MPs or mem- 
bers of the public wffl be^ able 
to table a complaint affix’ the 
election to Sir Gordon^? - 
"Itjs not certain whether, the 
donations breached the 1 rules, 
which say members should not 
take payments for speaking in 
the House on a partiailflrissue, 
nor can MPS enter into any 
“contractual arrangement 
which fetters the Member’s 
complete independence in Ikr- 
liament by any undertaking to 
press some particular point of 
view on behalf of ah outsidf in- 
terest.” Mr Sykes aiCTfiSphat 
these MPs already heldahtF?®- 
gle currency views beforehand 
and that they did not* benefit 
personally from the dobag&o- 
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Labour’s power handover 


■“ManWolmar 

Westminster CorresponHant 


The transfer of power after a 
Bntoh genenU election is 
puntotiy public for the loser. 

the polls are right, 
andafter John Major concedes, 
wfcdi would be in the middle 
night, the first official 

: move wll be made by the Prime 

Masters private secretary, 

Alex Allan, who will ring up h'k 
counterpart at the Palace to 
an appointment for Mr 
Major to tender bis resignation. 
, J®* meeting will probably 
rake place in late morning, and 
Mr Allan will Slav for a cup of 
tea to await the arrival of Mr 
Blair. Mr Major, who arrived in 
his official car, will leave in. the 
back up vehicle, probably to 
Spend the weekend in Hunt- 


Civil servants are already preparing tor new masters 


jeave as almost the prime min- 
ister. The official annoinixncnt 
does not come until a meeting 
o* the Privy Cuundl, probably 
held on Saturday evening, at 
which the new Cabinet will be 
given their seals of office. 

The flat upstairs at No 10 is 
furnished and the Majors will 
have put iheir chattels into 
stoiv. leaving it in - the son of 


cunditinn you would expect to 


inyc 

find a holiday flat" - except that 
it has no cutlciy. This should not 
he too much of an immediate 
problem because the Blairs will 
continue living in Islington for 
the next few weeks, before 
moving into the four bed- 
roomed flat "above the shop". 

Mr Blair's first task will be to 
appoint the Cabinet and the first 


appointments are expected to 

be announced tomorrow night. 

Then there will be the 60 or 70 
junior posts. It will be a difficult 
weekend for the leading lights 
among MPs who will be silting 
by their phones waiting for the 
call from Mr Blair's office. 

The civil servants view a suc- 
cessful transfer of power as the 
biggest challenge of their ca- 


iftgdon. Meanwhile, Mr Blair 
wffl jarrh ' 


1 .arrive in his leader of the 
opposition’s car, sec the Queen 
7 no kissing of hands, accord- 
ing to official sources - and 


New administration plunges in to hectic schedule 


six_W£ * }k oteetton campaign, the 
hart work begins - once foe Prime 

SSS,. 10 ™ 1 ■ nd “nounesd hi. 

Die diary then begins to look hectic: 

M onday 5 May; Start of two-day meeting of the 
European Union's Intergovernmental conference, 
*n Strasbourg, on preparation for Amsterdam 
summit in June. 

W®dnraday 7 May: Formal re-election of Com- 
mons Speaker - Betty Boothroyd. 

Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, 7,8.9 May: Swear- 


, a steady flow 

i win swear 

to the Queen until the Commons hi adjourned 
for the Stale Opening. • 

Thursday 8 May. The first Cabinet meeting, to 
agree portents of Gknen'&SpMCh legbtafive pro- 
gramme for the year. 

Monday 12 May: Chancellor of the Exchequer 
attends Ecofln council In Brussels on European 
Monetary Union. 

Wednesday 14 May: The official State Opening 
of Parliament, with Queen's .Speech. 


reeis. There have, already, been 
extensive preparations with 
shadow ministers being all owed 
to see permanent secretaries 
since January last year with Mr 
Major's blessing, Neil Khmock 
apparently found these meet- 
ings so valuable that he want- 
ed to ensure that Mr Blair was 
able io take advantage of them. 
Mr Kirin ock wrote to Mr Ma- 
jor after his defeat to ads if shad- 
ow ministers could have early 
access to ensure that they would 
□ol miss out should there have 
been a snap polL 
AH departments have pro- 
duced large briefs for new min- 
isters and civil servants hove also 
made plans for the new De- 
partment of International De- 
velopment promised in the 
Labour manifesto. The De- 
partment of Education has also 
bought equipment and pre- 
pared a team of readers as 
David Blunkett, who is blind, 
has been promised the job 
should Labour win. 



Guardian of democracy: Peggy Saich, a local government employee who Is acting as a presiding officer in Saffron Wald on, Essex, standing 
over the ballot box that she - like many others in rural constituencies - will look after overnight in her home Photograph: Brian Harris 
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by Aanonymous 


W hile most of 

Britain slept or 
made love - their 
quotidian dreams 
and sighs floating 
up to heaven - our characters were 
keeping the watches of the night. 

Nipper - exhausted - had lis- 
tened to the midnight bulletin, set 
his pager to "vibrate" and pnt it 
under his pillow. Apart from a vague, unlocated 
randiness, he was now hardly a corporeal being 
at alL Each step of bis shining career had been 
accompanied by such a moment of pure in- 
tellectual calm. From school io university, from 
university to leader's office - and now - from 
leader's office to Number 10. He turned twice 
on his futon, and was asleep. 

Queen Mum lay half awake in the hotel 
room, her sub-conscious tyrannised - like the 
mother of a hoy to be bar-mitzvahed the next 
day - with arrangements. Timetables, micro- 
phones, stewards, piranhas, secret service 
agents, airplanes and crash 
barriers floated around her 
poor head. As well as that odd 
sense of loss, which - bad she 



been fully awake, she might 
have realised - stemmed from 


the fact that, in victory, she was 
probably losing the Candidate 
forever. For on Friday morn- 
ing and ever after, others - 

smoother and more practised 

-would have the charge of him. 

London E5. Whizz was 
alone in the large bed, his other half far off in 
the North, from where she would shortly be 
sent as the youngest MP in the House of Com- 
mons. They bad spoken at midnight on the tele- 
phone, a strangely tender and wistful 
conversation, both aware that their lives would 
never be the same after tomorrow, and that the 
change - which they had sought so earnestly 
- might not ail be good. As soon as her voice 
was gone. Whizz - out of habit - had called 
Mr Brown in Scotland. But there was little more 
for them to say. Now Whizz was trying to cap- 
ture sleep by conjuring up images of his new 
desk at the Treasury, the meetings of eggheads 
who would put the world to f^its, and the sem- 
inars he would address at Harvard. Sleep thus 
invited, duly arrived. 

Three hundred miles away a sleepless Mr 
Brown sat in an armchair, a glass of whisky on 


6 He stood and 
prayed. Not for 
victory, but fin- 
wisdom 9 


dard lamp - jotted down yet more 
notes (to add to the tomes he had 
already written) for his first Bud- 
get speech. It would be a belter. 

Aunty, in the room next to 
Queen Mum's, climbed into her 
nighty, cleaned her teeth, 
plumped up her pillow and - after 
a brief reflection that she bad 
done all she could, and that it all 
felt far better than five years ago - fell into a 
deep dreamless sleep. 

Bobby’s sleep, however, was far from dream- 
less. His night mind was peopled by feather- 
batted govern ors-geo era] and sashed 
ambassadors, furnished with spacious offices 
and beautiful paintings. History books fell open 
to reveal his photograph and to tell of great 
administrations and reforms. 

Mrs Candidate called the nanny at 1 lpm, to 
make sure that all was well at home. The kids 
were fast asleep, and she had pictured them 
as they must have been, breathing gently - their 
eyelids trembling as they sailed 
the high seas with pirates or gpt 
into trouble with surreal head- 
masters. To her tired irritation 
her last waking thoughts had 
strayed again to cur tains and 
carpets. Then she was asleep. 
As dawn rose in the small 
village, and the first light leaked 
into the room, she laid an arm 

over her husband’s side of the 

bed - where it flopped onto the 
empty sheet. 

The Candidate looked out onto the dewy lawn, 
over whose wet length a few wisps of mist were 
drifting. By the light he judged that it was shortly 
after 4am, the first birds began c alling from the 
trees at the end of the garden. He had woken 
half an hour earlier, not with a start, but simply 
as though it was now time -early as it was -for 
his day to begin. Thking care not to wake his wife, 
be bad slipped downstairs in his blue pyjamas, 
poured himself a glass of Badoit from the fridge 
and come to stand at this window to watch this 
day begin. 

He was not, he knew, a particularly humble 
man. People had usually thought well of him, and 
he had always supposed that they must have a 
point. But today really was his date with destiny. 
From leading a party- a tricky thing to be sure 
- he would be going to running a nation. So he 
stood there by the window, as the sun rose, and 


the table beside him, and - by the light of a stan- prayed. Not for victory, but for wisdom. 


Astrologers chart cosmic 
encouragement for Blair 


Kim Sengupfa 


John Major may as well stay in bed 
today. It’s not just the pollsters who 
are predicting a disaster, he also 
faces a cosmic meltdown. The Prime 
Minister could not have chosen a 


worse time to call the election, 
according to the astrologers. He has 
played right into Tony Blair’s Venus 
ascendant Unless the stars are 
wrong, it will be a Labour government 
leading Britain into the new milleni- 
um. Paddy Ashdown cannot expect 


much immediate change from today. 
But for him things can only get better. 
He may yet find himself part of a 
Lib-Lab coalition, because although 
the stars are favouring Mr Blair at the 
moment, he may have problems with 
his backbenchers in the future. 
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John Major 
(Aries. 

Born 29 
March 

1943) 




em. 

Tony Blair 


(Taurus. 


Bom 6 


May 1953) 



w 



Paddy 
Ashdown 
(Pisces. 
Bom 27 
February) 



“It is quite obvious that the Prime 
Minister did not take astrological advice 

when setting the election date, said 

astrologer Jonathan Corner who i writes a 
horoscope column for the Daily Mad and 
such as Woman and Puma. If 


EkOTOSCOpe - — y nl- 

magazines such as Woman and Am. If 
Sehadhe would have known that tins 
was precisely the wrong time to call il 
T ony Blair must feel it is a gift from 
heaven which has landed in his la P- 
“Both Margaret Thatcher and Ronald 
Reagan took astrological help when 
makin g important decisions, and the 
longevity of their political hvesshow this 
was hardly a foolish thing to do. 

™ May b in Mr Blair' s sign of the 
zodiac, Taurus, and the Sun is abo there 
atth^no^nL Mr Cainer says Mr Major 

should have gone to h 

end of Jast year, when the stars were 

much more benign for him. 


The stars are shining bright on the 
Labour leader at \be moment. ‘Venus, 
the ruler of Th urus, is in his star sign, 
and so is Mercury the planet of 
communications and commerce. And 
Rupert Murdoch’s Sun Is not the only 
one backing Mr Blah; the planet by the 
same name is also in Taurus. 

Jonathan Cainer said: “This is 
undoubtedly a very auspicious time fbr 
Mr Blair. Mr M^jor has given him the 

advantage by the timing of the election. 

Butthcl^url^tfcrhasapartkutufy 
good planetarysituatkm as weti / 1 

But there could be trouble ahead. Mr 
Cainer said that for Taureans “Jupiter's 
sharp link to Venus is a classic cosmic. 

■ ■wraing. %u are in danger of getting 
too much of a good thing. %n may soon 
bavetopaya J^iprieeforasoarceof ‘ 
pleasure”. 


Tbny Blair’s problems with Bolshie 
backbei 


:nch ere could get Mr Ashdown the 
Cabinet post be covets. There are also 
strong planetary connections between the 
charts of the two men — the Sun and the 
Moon when Mr Blair was born, to the 
Leo ascendant in Mr Ashdown’s Pisces. 

Nicholas Campion said: "Obviously 
• the chances of the Lib Dems winning the 
election are about as great as Elvis 
Presley landing a flying saucer on top of 
the Loch Ness monster. But he could end 
tip with a job in government. There are 
■ strong planetary links "between the two 
men. There need not even be a hung 
Parliament for Ashdown to get involved 
Tlie two men should work well together.” 

. Jonathan Cainer said: “Over the next 
few months [Ashdown] will find himself 
going through a period of renewal which 
proves immensely beneficial.’’ 



Nich olas Schoon 


in one of the safest Tory wai^ 

■ _ cafe Tory consotueiKty. the 

S -of a canvasser, 

^on^Ateandonty 

, ne window poster m omrstreet 


boroughs* and only one candi- have about 30 party workers 
date's debate has been held, or- there to make up the numbers." 
eanised by the local Council of Labour’s candidate for the 
Churies. Not befog church-go- Bromley and Chislehurst seat,, 
ers we never heard about it, and Rob Yekiham, said the Post Of- 

thc Conservative candidate, flee had delivered 300 of his 


.r votes has been 
J^inUie- media 
...JUhoid is concerned- 
No battle bos has 
„ugb Bromley. 

"Xnrfouter south Land® 


1965 said that public meetings • The Liberal Democrat con- 
were now history. “We used to stituency agent, Michael Tbtor, 
hold them but we stopped at the. said that by now the Schoon 
last election because only half household should have had 
a dozen people would turn up. three leaflets from his party, two 
Wfe used to book small halls and delivered by the Post Office and 


one by hand. But he b concerned 
aboutthe Royal Mail being slow 
to deliver in some wank 

Mr Hamoru for the Tories, 
said: *T find It quite incredible 
that you've had no leaflet and 
rather disturbing. We’ve fought 
a veay vigorous campaign here.” 

Mr Urtor said: “I think we are 
in danger of getting lost among 
the junk mail- * He agrees with 
Mr Hamon that it has been dif- 
ficult to engage Bromley man and 
woman- during the long cam- 
paign. “Trying to interest people 
has been an uphill struggle." 


Downloading from Ike Internet 


without ISDN ? 


Here's something to pass the time. 



Lemon Golf is not always won by the expert golfer! 


With BPs ISDN, downloading tom the Interns* is 

witfrarr ordinary phoneline. Because ISDN is digital, cals connect almost 

instantETOoi^ar^ graphics oil bedownloa^'TO (SDN pricing. 

; dptions start at-a$uipriss^-'ta«-£1^* for details, bail ST Bu^Bssmnwctions 
on -Freefone 0800800 BOO now. " 


freefone 0800 860 800 



Conned ion lee Cl 90, quarteriyr Sne rente}' C138.76. minomin sente perotf. 24 months [E105 pa 1 anraim rdusve cat atonance In Bra and second yeas}- 
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M^jor 
accused of 



Anthony Bevins 

FWiticaJ Editor 


John Major was publicly re- 
buked yesterday by a die-hard 
Tory activist who accused him 
of complacency and, ultimate- 
ly, betrayal for leaving his par- 
ty without the weapons to fight 
the election. 

The onslaught — the more 
powerful because it came from 
someone dearly moved by her 
expectation of immin ent defeat 
-was delivered on the final BBC 
Election Cal! by Margaret Cur- 
tiss, of Southampton, where 
the Conservatives expect to 
lose one marginal seat 

But Mr Major built on the 

Dejected Tory: Margaret Curtiss relaxing at home in Southampton yesterday after accusing John Major of betraying the country Photograph: Robin Jones alibi he had first delivered on 
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Tuesday; that the media was ob- 
structing his message and block- 
ing bis appeal to the voters. 

No stranger to controversy. 
Mis Curtiss featured in a front- 
page Sunday Mirror report 
about Southampton Tory sleaze 
in March. Yesterday, she cor- 
nered Mr Major with a grass- 
roots view of herparty's plight. 

Accusing him of complacen- 
cy, she said; “As far bade as 1993, 
the party were well aware that 
the posts had changed, and yet 
we had minister after minister 
coming down to Southampton 
saying, ’Well, we have done it 
before, we can do it again'. 

“You know yourself that to 
govern effectively, you need 
people not only at the top, but 
people on the ground floor. 

“We have lost very, very 
many fine councillors over the 
years through this failure to get 
our message across, this utter 
complacency, and ultimately 
that means that it's a betrayal 
of the country, as we both know 
that only the Conservatives can 
really be truly trusted to govern 
the country. 

“But we are going to lose to- 
morrow. John, because we have 
not got that message across, we 
have not woken up in time to 
the fact those goalposts have 
moved and the Labour Party 
have been a different animal, 
and that ultimately has to rest 
at your door.” 

Initially, Mr Major said he 
was not complacent, council 
seats would swing back to the 
Conservatives, he had deliv- 
ered an economy in better 
shape than it had been for gen- 
erations, and the general ejec- 
tion was there to be won. 

Mrs Curtiss said that while 
she shared his Conservative 
conviction, and she would be 
voting Conservative, fingers 
had not been polled out and 
messages had not been deliv- 
ered to the voters. 

She told the Prime Minister. 
“You have plenty of eager sol- 
diers on the ground floor here 
We have been begging for you 
to give us the weapons to fight. 
We have not had those 
weapons. 

“We have been going on 
with one hand tied behind our 
back ... The buck has to stop 
somewhere and that does stop 
at you and I'm very sorry we’re 
going to lose tomorrow.” 

Mr Major said: “There is a 
problem in politics these days. 
However, whatever politicians 
may say, the message the politi- 
cians get is filtered through 
what happens to be the story of 
the day. 1 may speak at length 
about the details of education 


policy, but if that happens not 
to be on the agenda of the day 
of the media and others, you 
hear very little about it. 

“You hear about the squab- 
ble of the daw, the disagreement 
of the day, the gaffe of the day, 
the speculation of the day, the 
poll of the day, but the details 
of bow I propose to improve ed- 
ucation, what I propose to do 
to the failing Labour education 
authorities in the next Parlia- 
ment, how 1 propose to enshrine 
the welfare state, they can't en- 
capsulate in a soundbite.'’ 

On Tuesday, Mr Major com- 
plained that his campaign had 
effectively been hijacked by the 
issue of Europe -swamping is- 



Top Tories 
used me 
as their 
sex toy 


WIN £10,000 , 

^ days to fwr' psv l y *j 

12 .INSTANT SCRATCH CARDS 


How the Sunday Mirror 
featured Mrs Curtiss 

sues like health and education 
- in spite of the fact that he had 
pur h at the top of his own agen- 
da in the middle of April 

Yesterday, Mr Major sug- 
gested that he was utterly 
uaable to manipulate the news 
agenda. 

"I might make a 40-minute 
speech this morning on the 
welfare state," he told the Elec- 
tion Call audience. 

“I will get one minute of it on 
the news, if I’m lucky, and that 
minute, probably, a bit that 
creates controversy between 
the panics. It’ll be criticised by 
Tony Blair, who hasn’t read it, 
and by Paddy Ashdown, who 
hasn’t understood it 

“That is a real democratic 
problem and Margaret Curtiss 
put her finger on it I’m not com- 
plaining about it. It’s a rough 
life, politics, but that is the re- 
ality of how it is these days." 


All’s fairer 
for university 
applicants 


Judith Judd 

Education Editor 


People from working-class 
backgrounds, ethnic minorities 
and women all have a better 
chance of getting to university 
now than they did before the 
Conservatives took office, ac- 
cording to a pamphlet pub- 
lished yesterday. 

Universities are fairer and 
more accessible than they were 
in 1979, Professor David Wat- 
son, director of Brighton Uni- 
versity, and a member of the 
Deanng Committee of Inquiry 
into Higher Education, says. 

He points out that the pro- 
portion of university students in 
the bottom three social d asses 
has risen from 23 per cent in 
1986 to 28 per cent last year. 

The participation rate for 
those in the very bottom social 
class (E) has doubled since 
1991 and that for social class D 
is up from 12 to 17 per cent. 

Women now form just over 
half of all full-time home (as op- 
posed to overseas) undergrad- 
uates compared with 41 percent 
in 1979. For ethnic minorities, 
the participation rate has risen 
from 10.7 per cent in 1990 to 13 
percent 

The figures are complicated 
by the feet that the polytechnics, 
which have traditionally taken 
more working-class and ethnic 
minority students than the old 
universities, were given univer- 
sity status six years ago. 

Even if this is taken into ac- 
count, Professor Watson says, 
the university system since the 
expansion triggered by Kenneth 
Baker, the former secretary of 
state for education, “is dcraon- 


strabty fairer to potential par- 
ticipants than the post-Rob- 
bins inheritance of 1979". . 

What is more, he argues, 
research shows that student 
achievement has remained as 
high as it was IS years ago so 
the pool of talent is far from 
exhausted 

But, although the Govern- 
ment willed the end it failed to 
will the means, the pamphlet 
says. “The stark conclusion on 
the resourcing of this enlarged 
more accessible and hence fair- 
er system of higher education 
is that government has failed to 
meet its implied commitments 
through public funding." 

This year, the whole universi- 
ty sector is likely to go into fi- 
nancial deficit. Government 
spending on research and de- 
velopment has fallen sharply 
during the past decade, and the 
pay of university teachers is slip- 
ping further behind that ofpeo- 
pie in comparable professions. 

Professor Wilson said yes- 
terday that the substantial in- 
vestment needed for higher 
education would have to come 
from private as well as public 
sources. 

It was vital, he said for uni- 
versities to continue to expand 
“If we were to go bad. to a 
smaller and more selective sys- 
tem we would lose the social 
and economic gains we have 
made through expansion." . 

He pointed out thatje- 
trenchmeni worked against 
equal opportunities for 3n stu- 
dents. The proportion of work- 
ing-class students went dbwn 
between 1981 and 1984 when 
Sir Keith Joseph was squeezing 
university numbers. . 
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voters came to their decisions 


STAYING WITH 
THE TORIES 


• Sf n u LOTCtt ’ 38 - is a former sales consul- 
w ^° now Slays at home to look after 
chflto. She has been unha? 

j C ?? 5 f valIves bul ^ Ivin the 
campaign deaded they wouJd still Win her 

of **“ c,ection I was dis- 
satisfied with Tory arrogance but recognised 
then- record on the management of the 
country and could not sec an alternative 
LabourstilJ seemed to be the same party 

- a filossy “ Tonv Bla ir. ^ * 

- At this general elMtiru, ~ i ■_ i 


— -o — —j - xuny Oiuir. 

At this general election, probablv ihe 
mewt important one for decades, 1 thmk ils 
agreat^hame that the run-up so far has 
been dominated by smoke-screen elcc- 

tv r nppnnrt i i - , _ 1L1 - 


. , *nuM.-M.TC«n elec- 

tioneering, sleaze and lies, when ihc pub- 
lic need to be far better informed, riven the 
important of the issues, espcciallyEuropc 
Tony Blair has smiled and preened his 

.WaV mto nnhlif~ uimi Knf mk... .. ■ 
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way mto public view but when pressured 
wmvers and panics, as highlighted bv his 
retusal to appear on a live question-and- 
answer show on Talk Radio. Are these the 
actions we want from our leader? 

Indeed, apart from the politicians who 
have forced their views on us, 1 feci the most 
important aspect of the election are the un- 
heard views of the Labour militants who 
are sitting in the background, wailing Is 
Tbny Blair strong enough to control them? 

“I feel the campaign has turned into a 
Tony Blair campaign and not a Labour Par- 
ly one. t 

“The splits within the Labour Party 
have been very well hidden. The Tory 
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SWITCHING TO 
NEW LABOUR 


Craig Coates, 37, a local government 
worker, has always voted Conservative be- 
fore and was a Thatcher supporter, but is 
switching to Labour. 

■*1 was a Conservative voter because they 
were the best party for me and ray fami- 


ly's personal drcunKtanccs. But now I think 
the country needs a change. 


ic country needs a change. 

“1 think the rot set in when Mrs Thatch- 
er left in 1990, hut I voted for John Major 
in 19SC because then: was no way I could have 
voted for Neil Kinnock. 

■* Tony Blair is a bigimprovement on who 
they've had before. 

“AS for Raddv Ashdown, he’s in the wrong 
port)'. If he had the backing of Labour it 
would be perfect for me. 

“Not that I think Labour will necessar- 
ily be any better at running the country now 
- 1 just hope they w3I prove me wrong. 

“The reason why I'm unhappy is that un- 
der the Conservatives die rich seem to be 
geuing richer. They don't seem to care 
about people in the' middle like me. 

“Anoiher thing is that I work all the hours 
and the wife works all the hours, and yet 
there 3re people who do no work and are 
able to sh in ihe pub all day. 

“I think something should be done 
about ft. 1 think the Conservatives used to 
do something but there are too many do- 
gooders now. 

“Law and order is one of the main issues 
for me, and 1 think older people are con- 
cerned about job security. 

“I'm not sure that Labour will be any bet- 


NOT VOTING 


campaign has nut been so slick and not so 
well stage-managed. 

“My view is that John Majorcan lake us 
carefully into the next century, negotiating 
strongly on our behalf." 


Andrew Davies, 19, is a pupil at Arrow \fcle 
High School, a comprehensive in Redditch. 
He has decided not to vote. 

"TIi is will be the first election dial 1 am 
entitled to vote in; but 1 am not going to. 
Not through apathy but through reasoned 
choice. 1 (cel that I have been made into 
something of a ’leper' by people who have 
half-baked notions of what the parlies of- 
fer and are voting merely because they can, 
rather than because they have understood 
what they arc voting for.! am familiar with 
the argument that people have died so that 
1 have the right to vote. 

“It would be foolish to claim Lhat I’m not 
going to vole because politicians don’t do 
enough for *young people'; rather, I am tak- 


ing the idealistic and arrogant position that 
they don’t deserve my vote. Too many min- 
isters arc caught out as moralising hypocrites 
and while I know that no one is perfect it is 
the smarm and pomposity that seems to sur- 
round politicians that annoy me so much. 

“1 have met all of my local' candidates and 
Tbny Blair visited our school. Nothing they 
said' convinced me their party was any dif- 
ferent to the others. 

“Over the past su weeks we have been 
almost constantly assailed by one party' or 
another claiming lhat the election will be 
decided on policies not personalities, and 
then within seconds, resort to backbiting 
and sniping. How is the country to prosper 
if wc entrust it to spoilt children?" 


Mondeo Man reporting by Michael Streeter 



ter. but the point is there is no other choice 
and I will vote to give them a chance. 

“1 think the election is now a one-horse 
race. Anything has got to be better than 
what we have at the moment." 
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Forsyth warns Scots Negative campaigning works 


of leap into the abyss 


Glenda Cooper 

Social Affairs Correspondent 


Stephen Goodwin 


Sounding like a man desperate 
at the prospect of losing both his 
Cabinet post and his parlia- 
mentary seat, Michael Forsyth 
yesterday warned Scots that 
home rule could rob their pub- 
lic services of up to £L5bn. 

Scotland stood on “the edge 
of a precipice", the Secretary of 
State for Scotland declared m 
the most apocalyptic contribu- 
tion ty any party on the final day 
of campaigning north of the bor- 
der. A vote for anyone other 
than the Conservatives would be 
a “leap into the abyss". Living 
standards would fall, and 
health, housing and education 
services would suffer, he said. 

In au apparent breach of 
convention, Mr Foisyth cited 
advice £nom officials within the 
Scottish Office who, be claimed, 
had told him the funding for- 
mula proposed by Labour and 
the liberal Democrats for a de- 
volved administration would 
cut £lbo to £13bn from Scot- 
land's £14bn public expenditure 
grant If the Treasury gpt its way, 
the cut could be £L5bn, he 
ctaimed. 

Normally civil servants are 
not dra gg ed into the election 
battle. Mr Forsyth said he bad 
been “reftktanr" to reveal their 
advice, but as the Opposition 
had had the opportunity of dis- 
cussions with officials he would 
be “amazed” if they had not 
raised the funding issue. “If they 
have not addressed it, they are 
not fit to be in government." 

Mr Forsyth’s deployment of 
civil servants’ advice on the 
last day of the campaign is a re- 
flection of his own desperate 
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On foe edge: An 0.3% swing would unseat Michael Forsyth 


circumstances. Not only does 
the Tbry party in Scotland face 
a hammering today, but his 
own seat of Stirling is one of the 
most vulnerable. Labour needs 
a swing of just 03 per cent to 
take it. 

According to the Constitu- 
tional Convention - the blue- 


print agreed by Labour and the 
' Lib Dons for home rule - the 
current formula for Calculating 
Scotland's share of UK spend- 
ing would continue. However, 
it also advocates further moves 
towards equalisation across the 
UK, with resources distributed 
“on the basis of relative need". 


According to Mr Forsyth, 
spending on health and local 
government is one-third more 
per head in Scotland than in 
England. No objective needs as- 
sessment had been carried out 
since 1979 and in the meantime 
Scotland had become one of the 
most prosperous places in the 
UK, he added. 

George Robertson, the shad- 
ow Scottish Secretary, dismissed 
Mr Forsyth’s claims as last-gasp 
sraremongering. “It bears no re- 
lation to any advice 1 have re- 
ceived from the Scottish Office 
on this point A Labour chan- 
cellor will guarantee Scotland its 
fair share of Britain's resources 
side-by-side with home rule.” 

The Scottish National Party 
drove home its independence 
message at a gathering of about 
80 supporters beneath the emp- 
ty parliament building on Cal- 
ton HOI in Edinburgh. 

Alex Salxnond, the party 
leader, predicted the SNP 
would win “a barrow load of 
seals" today. In reality, seven or 
eight, compared to four MPs 
when the election was called, 
would be counted a success. Any 
losses and Mr Saimond'sjob will 
be at risk. 

The Libera] Democrats, 
meanwhile, were clinging to 
the hope that they will become 
the second party in Scotland. Sir 
David Steel said a substantial 
group of liberal Democrats in 
the next Parliament could pro- 
vide a “more radical edge* to 
a Blair government. 

A large number of voters felt 
the Ibrics and Labour were of- 
fering “something like a choice 
between Coca-Cola and Pepsi- 
Cola", Sir David said. 


Despite politicians’ pleas for a 
good, clean fight it seems they 
may be wasting their time. Sci- 
entific studies suggest what the 
spin doctors say - negative 
campaigning is remembered 
better and seen as more infor- 
mative. 

Given equal amounts of pos- 
itive and negative information 
about a candidate, the overall 
impression of voters is skewed 
towards the negative, says a re- 
view of the data available in this 
month’s Psychiatric Bulletin . 

Dr Nicholas Beecroft, reg- 
istrar at the Maudsley Hospi- 


tal, London, who conducted 
the review, said that people 
have a generally positive view 
of others with the result that 
negative Information is seen as 
more salient. 

“If one expects the average 
person to be basically decent, 
honest and polite then if some- 
one is presented as dishonest 
this would give a more marked 
impression,” he said. 

In one study a angle negative 
sentence was enough to sway 
voters against a candidate, bul 
different shortcomings were 
given different weight. People 
were presented with neutral 
information, about two candi- 
dates' which differed only in 


what the candidate was 
accused of. 

“This single sentence was 
enough to sway the voters 
against the candidate. Adultery 
was less negative than corrup- 
tion. [And] it did not matter 
whether the accusation came 
from a partisan or independent 
source," he added. 

Dr Beecroft said that he per- 
sonally thought the Tories’ “de- 
mon eyes" campaign had been 
the most effective image in the 
run-up to this election: “It was 
very clever. It reminded people 
of last time when it looked like 
Labour were going to win and 
then at the last minute long 
standing fears made people 


change. Excessive fear is coun- 
terproductive. 

“Although most people see 
negative campaigning for what 
it is and find it unethical, they 
still find it more informative." 

But he warned that no politi- 
cian could hope to win an elec- 
tion just by smearing their 
opponents. Emotions also 
played a larger part in how peo- 
ple voted than their beliefc 
about them. "If you look at past 
elections - Thatcher, Reagan - 
there are great emotional fac- 
tors involved, the fact that 
someone was a great leader or 
they had a great story to tell. It 


is a phenomenon thar is very dif- 
ficult to pin down," 


HOW I WILL VOTE: TOM CONTI 


it’s 


How will you vote 

Liberal Democrat 


Have you always supported 

them? 

I have for a while. There was a 
time when I didn it v ® 4 ®* 1 
as a kind of stupid protest rm 
«ire the parties were all tem- 
-Wyups;t.BulIdosdJlfedihe 

really I'd rather have fflde- 
reai V' .. u..* tW'c HearlvnOt 


really I'd rather nave uiuv 

pendents, but that's cfcnfy J 0 * 
koine to happen this tune- 

most mpressh-e thmg 
mwftbe libermpemociats is. 





children as adults, and their chil- 
dren in turn. Education is not 
just about reading and writing, 
it's about how to get oh to- 
gether, and having respect for 
one another, which seems to 
have gone completely now. 

Also the Liberal Democrat 
health policy is good; they have 
a recruitment plan for doctors 
and nurses, which I flunk is so 
vital.. 


middle-class Scot Then after my 
twenties, disinterest, really. 
Which is still quite large ... but 
you can’t just stand by and 
wait, really. You have to vote. 


their eouwuvu k— y - 


The actor Tom Conti 


•Liberal Democrat policies are 
foe best. 


education, 

n'thave an edocated popu- 


latioa. then greater amounts 
. need to be spent on the. health 
service,’ thepolice, on insurance 
-everything. It all comes from 
education. People don’t un- 
derstand that for this penny ex- 
tra on income tax, the cost of 
living wiH come down for them. 
People have children, they 
ought to flunk about those 


You were bom a Scot; do you 
have any feelings for the 
SNP? . 

No. But then, I don’t live in 
Scotland and l haven't lived in 
Scotland for a quarter of a 
century, so Pm not going to 
make pronouncements for what 
1 think they should do. 


Are you looking forward to 
2 May? 

The first day of the new Gov- 
ernment? Well ... how much 
changes? Not agreat deal. But 
that's one good thing about the 
parties at foe moment There's 
not going to be a huge swing to 
the left. 


Make sure that Galeway 2000 gets your PC vote for your home or 
office constituency. Our policy of delivering high quality at the best 
possible price direct to your doorstep won’t change, 
whatever the political or economic climate! 
Whether you’re looking fir a top-of-the- 
V range desktop or a power-packed portable. 
Gateway 2000 offers yoa more choice than 
ever before. Wf can tailor-make a PC to 
your persona] specification - no false 
election promises here! 

Take a look at the P5-200M, featuring a 200MHz Intel 
Pentium® Processor with MMX" technology, 32MB of SDRAM and a 
3.8GB HDE bard drive - it boasts awesome power and speed, 
accelerating and enhancing all your applications. It's also got a MHsami 
12-16 speed CD-ROM, a 2MB SGRAM graphics accelerator' and a 
package of pre-loaded software which indudes the Microsoft '' 
Generations Software Bundle. 

At Gateway 2000, we care about you. That's why we offer 
you award-winning service and support including free telephone 
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Intel 3XMHz Pentimn'' Processor with MMX " (echnotary 

32MB High Performance SDRAM 

512K Pipeline Burst Cache 

3 S' 1.44MB floppy Disk Drive 
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Quantum " 3.8GB ETDE Hard Drive 
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Integrated ATI GT 3D 2MB SGRAM Graphics Accelerator 
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ATX Tower Case 

Microsoft* Windows* 95 105 Keyboard 

MS-Windows 95. MS taeffinwuse 

MS Generations Software Bundle 

Internet Software Bundle 

Software Pack Enhanced for MMX technology 

3 Yea - limited Warranty 
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your PC. Yew also get a 30*day no-quibble mcDey-bad guarantee 


Call our Friendly Sales Team now or drop in to the 
Gateway 2000 Showroom, 10 Bedford Street, 
Covent Garden, London WC2E 9HE. You'll be glad 
you did! 


\fote for Gateway 2000 and you vote for a company thtf cares. 
Call us now and find out what we can do for you. 


Showroom Hours of Business: 
1230 pm - 630 pm Mondays 
930 am - 6.30 pm Tuesday - Friday 
10.00 am -4.00 pm Saturdays 
Closed Sundays and Bank Holidays 


Are there any politicians you 
admire in other parties? 

Yes, there are good people in 
the“ other parties, of coarse. 
That's part of the tragedy of the 
party political system, isn’t it? 
If voa could make up a cabinet 






Have there been any partte 
ularty important influences 
on your political views? 

'Weil, I’ve been through the 
whole thmg. 1 was severely left 
in my twenties, but .1 started 
being brought up as a lory, a 




of people like Gordon Brown, 
John Major, Kenneth Clarke, 


V l Ton Ye got a friend m the business. 

0800 39 2000 
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Paddy Ashdown, Charles 
Kennedy, Menzies Campbell. 
... these people are really good 
people. 

Ben Summers 
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Tung vows to perm 


Pro-democracy 
groups welcome 
chief executive’s 
nod towards 
tolerance, but 
■remain sceptical 

Stephen Vines 

Hong Kong 


Tung Chee-hwa, the Chief Ex- 
ecutive designate of the in 


government, has vowed that a 
Tiananmen Square-type mas- 
sacre wifl not happen in the ter- 
ritory because “I will not allow 
it to happen.*' 

He said that in Hong Kong 
“we permit, sometimes we even 
encourage, demonstrations” 
and added that “demonstrations 
are part of our culture." 

Mr Thug was speaking in an 
interview with America’s ABC 
television station. His remarks 
were immediately welcomed in 
Hong Kong by leaders of the 
colony’s pro-democracy par- 
ties and organisations yesterday 
but they questioned why he was 
telling an American audience 
that the right to demonstrate 
was guaranteed while at the 
same time preparing legislation 
which will curtail the rights of 
assembly, especially at short 
notice. 

Cheung Man-kwong, a leg- 
islator and leader of the alliance 
supporting China’s democracy 
movement, said he would feel 
more convinced by Mr Thug’s 
remarks if he was not prepar- 
ing laws which outlawed 
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Col"" comfort Illegal immigrants, carrying their children, demand the right to remain in Honff Kong yesterday 


demonstrations violating “na- 
tional security”. Mr Cheung’s 
or ganisa tion has been branded 
as “subversive” by China and 
would therefore be unable to 
function if Chinese criteria 


were applied in Hong Kong. 

However Mr Ttmg insisted 
that “Hong Kong was living in 
a different world” where Chi- 
nese laws would not apply. 
Nevertheless it was revealed yes- 





ABSOLUTELY. 


terday that the first legislative 
act of the China-appointed Pro- 
visional Legislature for Hong 
Kong would be to pass a law 
curtailing the right to demon- 
strate and roll back other dvil 


LARRY FEKSnI 


FOR THE FIRST 
TIME W YEARS AMP 
YEARS, PEOPLE 
WILL BE FREE— 






r-\* 


■Vf 




• i" - w. 






m 







Si 





>--v. o 






r% 

& 


U f 


.">y 


H * 


« * 


»*• 


* * 
* * 


•* 


**» 



rights which have come into law 
in recent years. 

In a characteristically oblique 
criticism of Mr Tung, Governor 
Chris Patten said yesterday that 
while he had no reason to 
doubt his successor was sincere, 
he failed to understand bow 
guarantees of the right to 
demonstrate given by an indi- 
vidual could overrule new leg- 
islation aimed at curtailing the 
right to demonstrate. 

Martin Lee, the leader of the 
Democratic Party, also ques- 
tioned whether Mr Tung had the 
power to prevent a Tiananmen 
Square-type massacre in Hong 
Kong. He said that “if the 
troops are ordered by their of- 
ficers to shoot”, they would do 
so and the Chief Executive 
would be powerless to stop 
them. 

Invited to express criticism of 
the Tiananmen Square mas- 
sacre, Mr Tung declined to give 
a direct response. He described 

it as “an event nobody wanted 
to see happen”. Adding, “I 
think history should be the 


* • 


Photograph: Reuters 

judge of this particular event. 
But one thing, in looking back, 
you can say is this: that in the 
eight .years since, China’s 
progress in the economic front 
has been enormous and that was 
possible because of the stabili- 
ty, the social stability that now 
prevails all across the nation.” 

Mr Tung is said to be in- 
creasingly dismayed about the 
negative image of his incoming 
administration in the United 
States. However he appears, yet 
a gain, to have reinforced the 
view that all his public utter- 
ances mirror remarks by Chi- 
nese officials. 

Mr Tung is now using the ex- 
act terminology employed by 
Chinese officials - in both Chi- 
nese and English - even in- 
cluding the remark that Mr 
Lee and his associates will be 
disappointed if they want to be- 
come martyrs. This remark was 
made on a number of occasions 
by Lu Ping . the most senior Chi- 
nese official in charge of Chi- 
nese affairs, during a recent visit 
to Canada. 
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Rank and file: A Chinese guard of honour destined for Hong 
Kong shows off the new uniforms Photograph: Reuter 

Chinese military 
march with style 
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Christopher Bellamy 

Defence Correspondent 

Gone are the plain egalitarian 
olive-green suits of the Maoist 
era, with four pockets for offi- 
cers and two for other ranks. 
Gone, too, is the 1988 redesign, 
which introduced rank insignia. 

As seen in these pho- 
tographs, the Chinese Armed 
Forces have been showing off 
new uniforms designed to pre- 
sent a friendlier image in the 
run-up to the handover of Hong 
Kong next month. The pho- 
tographs were taken in Peking. 
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uniforms are likely to be re- 
stricted to those in high-profile 
jobs in Hong Kong or abroad. 

“If we are going to change all 
the uniforms it's going to be a 
very big job for us", a Chinese 
military spokesman said. At the 
last count, there were more than 
2 milli on in the Chinese forces. 

The new outfits, with Russ- 
ian-styie shoulder boards indi- 
cating rank, are designed to 
make Chinese soldiers, sailors 
and airmen and women easier 


to equate with those of other 
countries. 

The army has chosen a shade 
closer to the British khaki than 
the olive-green of the past; the 
air force, blue; and the navy is 
wearing white, in common with 
the summer uniforms of other 
navies around the world. The of- 
ficers leading the parade in the 
photograph are zhongwei - 
lieutenants - one vertical stripe 
and two stars. The commander 
of the Chinese People’s Liber- 
ation Array contingent which ar- 
rived in Hong Kong last week, 
Major-General Zhou Borong, 





with a single star. 

The uniforms owe a lot to the 
influence of Russia and the So- 
viet union. The idea of silver or 
gold braid on the shoulders 
started in the Crimean war, 
when Russian officers removed 
it from their cuffs because it was 
too conspicuous to Turkish, 
French and British snipers. 

So that officers could still be 
distinguished by their own men. 
they sewed the braid on to 
their shoulder straps instead- 
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This election it’s time for change. Change to a station that will steadfastly 
ignore all the issues. Vote with your remote. Vote VH-1. 
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288So 


N^THURs mY1 


MAY 1997 


... XI 

international 


Sts 


PffiBP-.- 







[Pji; • - ■ 

1 


Becalmed on 
the Sahara’s 
ocean of heat: 
The refnppps 
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dreaming of 
a homeland 
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: wlaya Awsserd camp, 
yrifr west Algeria 

Ben Bashir, 77 years old 
-;3prt almost toothless, greeted 
^°° r of his grey con- 
..grete shack beneath the white 
Joesert sim. A veteran of the 
{Spanish army of the Sahara, he 
f nowJives with 140,000 other Sa- 
| harawi refugees amid an ocean 
I of heat, waiting -alongwith his 

four wives and seven sons - for 

i his return to an independent 
Arab Democratic Saharan Re- 
. public that does not exist. 

“We must have children to 
make up for the thousands we 
lost in exile," he said, intro- 
ducing me to his first wife, 41- 
year-old Fatima. The sand 
hosed into our faces and Khal- 
ifa smiled his broad toothless 
grin at me - toothless be cause 
the faeces-contaminated drink- 
ing water rots the teeth and 
gums Of all the refugees hy mid- 
dle age. 

The sand creeps through the 
camp in waves, great windswept 
seas of grit and dust that creep 


4 They feel 
violated when 
Western people 
come into their 
tents to monitor 
their food 5 


past the tents and stone huts, 
moving in front of our eyes, 
physically passing us -covering 
our feet, ankle deep -as we talk 
in the immensity of colourless 
light or the profound darkness 
of near- window! ess rooms. 
Hama Nighih a, beneath a roof 
of corrugated iron, was married 
to Nazni, a PoEsario soldier 
who was killed in 1980. 

Living only 200 metres from 
Khalifa, she has four children 
by her “martyr” and another 
four by Mohamed, her second 
husband. *T met Mohamed in 
.the normal way," she says gen- 
tty. “You know we have noth- 
ing here - ho discos, no 
entertainment, no nothing. So 
we drink tea and visit each 
other’s huts and Mohamed 
. qame one day and we talked and 
met again and then he said: T 
want to marry you’, and asked 
my mother's permission.” 

Sirica, Hama's mother, is onty 


65 but looks as if she is ap- 
proaching 80. a thin woman in 
blade with beautiful eyes and 
skin as wrinkled as the sand 
dunes outside their home. 

Many have died in this war so 
men must be re-bom,” She says 
quietly. “The Moroccans arc 
very, very many -the Sahara wi 
people are dol So we must have 
children.” 

She has a point. Perhaps 35 
million people five in Morocco: 
the Saharawi population - both 
in the fetid Algerian camps 
and in the Western Sahara un- 
der Moroccan occupation - 
number scarcely 200,000. No 
wonder the United Nations’ 
efforts to arrange a referendum 
on the future of the Western Sa- 
hara collapsed under the weight 
of identification procedures. 
Should one include all those 
who once lived in the region, ac- I 
cepting the Pofisario's figure for 
the camp population of 
170,000? Or the Moroccans 
trucked into Laayoune and the 
other towns of the Western Sa- 
hara to take the place of those 
who fled to Algeria on the 
Ralisario’s orders 22 years ago? 

Given the filth in which most 
of the Saharawis live, their bat- 
tle for re-birth -in the most lit- 
eral sense of the word - is an 
all-consuming one. Daniel 
Mora-Castro, the UN High 
Commissioner for Refugees’ 
senior water development ex- 
pert in Tmdouf, understands 
what their struggle means in hu- 
man terms. He treats their 
tragedy in scientific terms. 
“There are very high levels of 
organic pollution in the drink- 
ing water,” he says. “There are 
no latrines in the camps. Water 
holes are open when the siroc- 
co comes and the wind blows 
faeces and sand into the water.” 

Mr Mora-Castro’s stoiy builds 
to a fearful dimax that comes 
quite unexpectedty. “We have a 
system of measuring the E. co& 
bacteriological indicator," he 
goes on. “If it’s 0-1 in water it’s 
potable; if it’s 1-5, action should 
be taken. Five to 50 means it 

100 mjuffitres of water needs 
drastic action. But we are find- 
jug a figure of 2^500. These 
people are drinking shit soup.” 

Sulphates in the water act as 
a laxative. Hi gh levels of fluo- 
rine mean that 90 per cent of the 
Saharawis have missing teeth. 
Iodine in the water has affect- 
ed thyroid glands; 10 per cent 
of the population have goitres. 
Newly-born children have poor 
respiration - they call it the 
“blue children's disease” - and 
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Mobutu agrees to talks 
with rebel leader 

The United States envoy Bill Richardson said yesterday 
that Zaire’s President Mobutu Sese Sek o and the rebel 
leader Laurent Kabila would mwt tomorrow on a South 
African D avy vesseL Earlier Mr KaMaapp^ed toi fae 
international community to forceMr Mobutu to attend 
mlks at sea to avoid a battle for Kinshasa. _ 

Mr Kabila, head of the Alliance of Democratic Forres 
for the Liberation of Congo-Zaire (A£F1), said: “Only 

battle for Kinshasa. But if Mobutu cannot 
come to talks then it is business as usual for us. It means 
w^UhSeto take Kinshasa-" Reutars - Lubumte*! 

Albania blast kills 22 
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Forgotten: Hama Nlghlha, widow of a PoDsario sokfier and remarried to Mohamed, with some of her family; including her mother, Sirka Photograph: Robert Fisk 


no one knows if the contami- 
nation has affected the aquifers 
as well as the wells. Given 185 
water hand-pumps in 1 983, the 
Poiisario failed to maintain 
them. Onty two still work; there 
is a cemetery for the rest - no 


one has thought to cannibalise 
them for spare parts. 

The Saharawi may demand 
independence - and hope that 
UN envoy James Baker can pro- 
vide it for (hem - but they are 
at the end of the line. An in- 


tensely private people, they now 
watch aid workers inspecting 
their homes, deciding how much 
food they may be aflotled “They 
feel embarrassed and controlled 
by the non-govcmmcmaJ or- 
ganisations," another UN work- 


er says. "These people feel vio- 
la ted when Western people 
come into their tents to moni- 
tor their food. They had rights 
and now they are being treated 
like vulgar refugees. People say 
they prefer to die of hunger 


rather than have their intimacy 
violated in this way.” 

Hama Nigbiha has eaten no 
meat in years. All her children 
have rotten teeth. But she re- 
jects the idea of defeat. “Wfe are 
not like the Palestinians,” she 


says. “We still have part of our 
land - the liberated area [cast 
of the Moroccan sand wall]. 
This is Algeria and it is not our 
land - that is why we build no 
mosques here. We can pray 
onlv when we return home.” 
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It was the defining moment of 
the Cold War in Italy, the mo- 
ment when the Christian De- 
mocrat establishment made its 
unholy alliance with the world 
of organised crime and sealed 
it with blood Fifty years ago to- 
day, a crowd of peasants cele- 
brating May Day in the rugged 
hills of the Palermo hinterland 
were mown down by machine- 
gunners determined to deter 
them once and for all from vot- 
ing for (he Communists. 

The massacre at Portella del- 
la Ginestra. coming just a few 
days after an unexpected victory 
for the left in Sicily's first ever 
regional elections,’ claimed 11 
dead and 55 wounded. It was a 
remarkably low casualty' loll 
given the narrowness of the pass 
where they were gathered and 
the appalling wounds inflicted 
by bullets ricocheting off the 
rocks. 


The new 

MAFIA 


As intended, though, it 
shocked the Sicilian peasantry 
back into the arms of the es- 
tablishment. an establishment in 
which the interests of the big 
landowners, the Christian De- 
mocrats. the Church and the 
Mafia ail converged with the full 
approval and even encourage- 
ment of the US government 
The exact chain of Responsi- 
bility for the massacre has nev- 
er been established, although it 
almost certainly won the tacit 
approval of all ’the big power- 
brokers and attracted no more 
than a murmur of disquiet from 
the Christian Democrats no- 
toriously repressive Interior 
Minister Mario Scelba. The 
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Family ties: Unconcerned Mafia suspects are led to the courtroom following the Rorteffa de/fa Ginestra machinegun massacre of 194? 


Photograph: AP ■ 


man who organised the attack, 
the charismatic bandit Salvatore 
Giuliano. was no more than a 
tool of the larger forces but he 
nevertheless enjoyed their pro- 
tection for a long time after- 
wards. 


While ceaseless attempts 
were theoretically being made 
to capture Giuliano, he was in 
fact holding court to a never- 
ending stream of journalists 
and admirers at his home town 
of Montelepre just over the hills 


from Portella della Ginestra. 
“The only people unable to find 
Giuliano were the police," a 
court sentence concluded years 
later, by which time Giuliano 
had been betrayed and killed, 
and \he pax mafioso in Sicily had 
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The first step to democracy is a ramp. 


In the last General Election 88% of Polling Stations were inaccessible 
to disabled people. That simply isn’t democratic. 
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For further information about our work, call Scope on 0171 636 5020. 
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become so normal it had lost 
modi of its power to shock pub- 
lic opinion. 

The Mafia thus re-estab- 
lished itself as a bulwark against 
Communism. It remained on in- 
timate, if occasionally ambiva- 
lent terms with the Christian 
Democrats throughout the 
Cold War as Italy's political sys- 
tem became increasingly 
bogged down and Cosa Nostra 
built up a vast international em- 
pire in drugs smuggling aDd oth- 
er rackets. 

Some of the lessors ofPortel- 
la della Ginestra are still valid 
today, notably that the for- 
tunes of any mafia crime or- 
ganisation - whether in Sicily, 
Calabria, Naples, northern Italy 
or elsewhere - depend largely 
on the complicity, or at least the 
weakness, of the state structure 
with which it must compete for 
control of territory. 

Of course, the big change has 
been the end of the Cold War. 
In Italy’s case it occurred not so 
much in 19S9 as in 1992, when 
the Christian Democrat-led or- 
der collapsed under an intol- 
erable burden of corruption 
scandals and the Mafia, taking 
advantage of the political chaos, 
launched a full-scale war on the 
establishment. It was in 1992 
that Giovanni Falcone, the mag- 
istrate who did more than any- 
one before or since to penetrate 
the secrets of Cosa Nostra and 
dismantle its leadership, was 
blown up along with his wife and 
police escort on the way into 
Palermo from the airport With- 
in two months, Falcone’s clos- 
est colleague Paolo Borsellino 
was also eliminated in a masrive 
car bomb that exploded outside 
his house. 

The result of these murders, 
the most shocking of a long 
string of so-called cadaveri ee- 
ceUenri or “illustrious corpses", 
was to galvanise popular opin- 
ion, the politicians, the police, 
the magrstrature and horrified 
members of Cosa Nostra itself 
into an unprecedented counter- 
attack on the Mafia. Over the 
next three years, with the help 
of new legislation and a witness 
protection programme, hun- 
dreds of new informers came 
forward and one high-profile ar- 
rest after another was made, 
particularly in the upper eche- 
lons of the CorieonesL, the dan 
that ran Cosa Nostra in the 
1980s and early 90s and was re- 
sponsible for its strategy of ter- 
ror against the state. 

Trials for the murders of Fal- 
cone and Borsellino were put 
together in record time, based 
on the kind of detailed evidence 
of which most prosecutors can 
usually only dream. 

Meanwhile, all sorts of dirty 
linen started coming out. It 
led, most spectacularly, to the 
arrest and trial of Giiilio An- 
dreotd, the grand old man of the 
Christian Democrat party, on 
charges of mafia collusion and 
murder. But there were also 
precious new insights into such 
mysteries as the kidnapping 
and murder of Aldo More, the 
Christian Democrat leader, in 
1978 and the death of Roberto 
Calvi, the banker with connec- 
tions in both the Mafia and the 
Vatican, in London in 1982. 

Then something happened. 
Pan of it was no doubt a loss of 
momentum - these things have 
always gone in waves - but 
mostly it was due to an at- 
tempted political counter-rev- ' 
olution bent on rolling back the 
extraordinary achievements of 
the judges. When Silvio Berlus- 
coni, a man himself under in- 
vestigation for gross malpractice 
in his media empire, became 
prime minister in 1994, he all 
but stopped the magistrates 
dead in their tracks and the 
work of the parliamentary anti- 
Mafia commission ground to a 
near standstill. 






End of a gangbosten the Wreck of Falcone's car after a 
bomb killed him, bis wife and three bodyguards in 1092 

Falcone’s brief 
promise of hope 

Giovanni Falcone Was not organisation - its strange .! 
only foe most effective mag- codes and initiation rites, & 
istrate ever to take on trie values and its strategies 
Mafia; hewrttially' invented/ ,-r In a pjacefike Skfy/wherK - 
the techniques necessary . thebotmdari8s of stata ati-. 
to burrow info foaoftjanisa- "foqntjrand riiafia inffllratiori - 
tion’s secret world,:, . r are never dear. foe wotkof 

It was Falconewhofirstin- -V £ : magisfrata • fey aboutfar 
duced a senior rriafiosa, ;: more than a simple uphokt- 
Tommaso Buscette, to break , : frig -of fodfaw: After Iks inf- 
foe organisation’s fabled tial successes, Falcone bad 
code of silence. It was Fak. to spend much Wtime 
cone who masterminded foe protecting .himself from poi- 
huge trials of the rriid-1 980s, son within the system s in- ; 
in wtikfo hundreds of mafiosi eluding . /foe Palermo 
stared out of cages at foe prosecutors' office jtseff. 
back of foe specialty-built By 1992, he had been; 
courtroom in Palermo as life forced to leave Palermo and 
sentence after life sentence 
was passed upon ttiem.X i ; 

> And it was F^cone, along" 
wttfr his distinguished col- . 
league Paolo Borsellino, who 
came to understand the 
mentality of the mafioso and 
taid bare the structure of the 


tookup the job of nationwide. 
‘superixqsecutor*. On 23 : 



wayfiom Raterinb airport into 
foe city when arr enormous •; 
explosion tore operitoe roacT 
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, -.Falcone's achievement 
mains uniqua Nothing l«p-. 


has ever emanated • from 
other Mafia regtonslfucft as 
Calabria or Naptes-Th»eam 
now more tnag>-fjO0ffi ro- 
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Mr Berlusconi’s downfall at 
the end of 1 994 was followed by 
a year and half of political stag- 
nation, and then the arrival of 
the present centre-left govern- 
ment led by Romano Prodl De- 
spite the presence of several 
prominent anti-Mafia cam- 
paigners in the ruling coalition, 
however, yet more ground is be- 
ing lost. Why? 

Partly it is because of the 
weakness of the Prodi govern- 
ment. which relies on a fringe 
left-whig party to make up its 
majority in parliament and has 
concentrated its limited 
strength on getting Italy into the 
single currency. Partly it is be- 
cause of a calculated risk tak- 
en in the name of lasting 
constitutional reform. An ex- 
traordinary cross-party com- 
mission is currently examining 
changes to the electoral system, 
the balance of power between 
the president, the government 
and parliament, and also the ju- 
dicial system. 

The problem is that in order 
to get Mr Berlusconi to agree 
to a decent electoral system, he 
is being effectively bought off 
with judicial reforms that risk 
unravelling much of the anti- 


Mafia magistrates’ good work. 
Instead of helping the magis- 
trates by bolstering their pres- 
ence in crime-ridden cities like 
Reggio Calabria and increasing 
the efficiency of the appalling- 
ly slow Italian couitsystem, the 
emphasis is all on reining-io the 
judges and subjecting them to 
greater legislative and political 
control 

The Mafia is taking full ad- 
vantage of the signals emanat- 
ing -from Rome, and- . Sicily in 
particular has dumped back 
into a stale of despondency. The 
positive results of the mid- 
1990s are still being felt, nolably 
in Calabria where's of re- 
cent arrests has weakened some 
of the most powerful groups op- 
erating their world-wtte rack- 
ets from there. 

But the risk, as foe inagjs- 
trates closest to theccal £** can 
attest, is that life is going*? get 
a lot worse again veiy c^ckly. 
"The Mafia is beghygflfi t0 
buQd up resistance tofoc tools 
we have devised to its 
influence," said :lhe 
prosecutor Antonio frferoi 3 - 
"If we do not our 

weapons then the 
will be lost" 
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Chancellor Kohl with Brunei s Foreign Minister, Mohamed Bolkiah, on arrival in the capital, Bandar Seri Begawan, to promote trade Photograph: AP 

Warships and planes hunt 
Antarctic fish raiders 
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Ray UHey 

Associated Press 

Wellington - France and Britain 
have seat warships to the 
Antarctic, and New Zealand is 
reading surveillance planes 
aloft to stop an international 
fleet of ships poaching the 
prized too thfis h. 

Strict controls were imposed 
on Antarctic fish resources last 
year under a 2?-nation Antarc- 
tic fisheries control agreement, 
known as the Convention for 
the Conservation of Antarctic 
Marine living Resources. 

Bat “reflagged” fishing ves- 
sels from Spain, Norway and 
even the United States - all co- 
signers to the agreement - are 
among those plundering tooth- 
fish, according to New Zealand 


government officials. More than 
40 vessels have taken over 
30,000 tonnes of toothfish in 
South Africa's sub-Antarctic 
waters, Simon Upton, New 
Zealand’s associate Foreign Af- 
fairs and Trade Minister, said 
yesterday. 

“Toothfish has a very high val- 
ue in Southeast Asia. In Japan, 
it is almost worth bars of gold/" 
said Commandant Bernard 
O’Mahony, spokesman for 
France’s Marine Nationale. 
O’Mahony confirmed French 
forces had intercepted two fish- 
ing vessels in the protected 
rone around its sub-Antarctic 
Crozet Island. 

On 31 March, the Singa- 
porean ship Belgie IU was ap- 
prehended carrying toothfish. 
On April 19, the Portuguese 


ship Mar L'argo was caught. 
“Since mid-March, the French 
government insisted on rein- 
forcing the presence of the Ma- 
rine Nationale in this area in 
order to protect it," he said. 

Jean-Claude Nola, a 
spokesman for the French For- 
eign Ministry, said a frigate 
and two towboats had been 
sent to the area. South Africa 
is reported ready to send war- 
ships and maritime surveillance 
airplanes to Uy to halt the ille- 
gal fishing. 

Poachers are raiding toothfisb 
areas around France and Aus- 
tralia’s sub-Antarctic Heard 
and McDonald Islands. 
Britain has already used gun- 
boats to chase out Spanish and 
Norwegian fishing boats around 
its South Georgia islands in the 


Falklands. Those ships report- 
edly fly Chilean and Argentine 
“flags of convenience." 

Not much is known of the 
fish, first named five years ago 
the “Patagonian toothfish." It is 
a long fish with a large mouth 
and is believed to be bottom- 
dwelling, living oft cod. It lives 
far up to 25 years. 

Spanish and Norwegian 
boats are also deliberately 
breaching the agreements made 
by their governments, using 
Panamanian and Vanuatuan 
flags to disguise themselves. 
New Zealand officials said, 
speaking on condition of 
anonymity. US and Japanese 
vessels were also reported to be 
involved, they said. 

New Zealand’s sub-Antarctic 
island waters and Ross Sea De- 
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pendency are seen as a new area 
for potential plunder. Upton 
said a New Zealand Air Force 
surve illan ce plane had already 
made one tnn to the Antarctic 
and it would be returning reg- 
ularly. He said the illegal fish- 
ing threatened the fragile 
Antarctic ecosystem. 

“It may pose a threat to the 
waters south of New Zealand, 
if reports that this fishing is con- 
tinuing to spread westwards 
into French and Australian 
Antarctic waters, are home 
out," he said. 

Any miKtaiy protection of the 
region is handicapped by the 
vast distances involved and in- 
fluenced by the role of the 
gateway countries. New 
Zealand, Australia, Chile, Ar- 
gentina and South Africa. 


Nameless 
angel helps 
Dakota 
rise above 
the floods 


David Usbome 

New York 

There is nothing Like a flood to 
bring out the American com- 
munity spirit. We saw it in 1993 
when the Mississippi drowned 
swathes of the Midwest and we 
witnessed it again this month as 
the Red River ran riot in North 
Dakota - legions of citizens 
pitching in to save homes and 
neighbourhoods. 

The generosity of one 
woman mil surely be hard to 
beat, however. Without reveal- 
ing her identity, die has pledged 
$2,000 (£1,250) of her own 
money to every household hit 

forks. North Dakota, and 
neighbouring East Grand Parks 
in Minnesota. 

Officials said that a sum of 
$2m had been transferred into a 

trunnion to the worst-hit house- 
holds bad already begun. With 
at least 5,000 homes likely to 
qualify, the total cost to the 
mystery angel could be between 
SlOtn and Sl5m. 

“God has answered our 
prayers,” Grand Fbiks Mayor Pal 
Owens said of the gift. “He has 
seot a person as an anonymous 
donor who cares about each 
and every one of us in this region 
and wants to help you without 
any repayment It is a ray of hope 
so we can build our future.” 

The benefactor, who is said 
to have no personal links to 
North Dakota, was presum- 
ably moved by the images 
beamed from Grand Forks 10 
days ago when the cresting wa- 
ters forced the evacuation of its 
entire population and part of its 
centre was gutted by a fire no 
one could put out 

While the worst is over, 
50,000 people in the city, re- 
mained homeless yesterday. 

In the meantime, the crest of 
the flooding Red .River has 
travelled north into Manitoba, 
Omgda, causing the evacuation 
of 8,000 people from their 
homes in Winnipeg on Tuesday. 
Manitoba is braced for its worst 
floods since 1851 
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Peng Zhen 


In February 1979. Chinese dis- 
sidents circulated an unofficial 
journal including an article call- 
ing for the newly rehabilitated 
ex-mayor of Peking, Peng Zhen, 
to be given work in the legal 
field. The article called Hhn up- 
right and outspoken, a daunt- 
less man who would do nothing 
against his conscience. 

At the time of his death, how- 
ever, he was remembered more 
by Peking liberals as a die-hard 
conservative who helped China 
rebuild its legal system after the 
chaos of the Cultural Revolu- 
tion. but who saw the law as a 
tool of dictatorship rather than 
of democracy. 

.Peng was once one of the 
most powerful men in China, 
lipped by some observers as a 
potential successor to Chairman 
Mao. Yet, although he re- 
mained an influential figure 
long after his retirement in the 
late 1980s, his death will prob- 
ably have little impact on the 
balance of power. Its main sig- 
nificance is that China is now 
even closer to the day when its 
leaders will no longer feel oblig- 
ed to heed the wishes of veter- 
ans like Peng who were key 
figures back in the Communist 
Party’s infancy. 

Peng was bom in a rural area 
of northern Shanxi Province in 
1902, nine years before the col- 
lapse of China's last imperial 
dynasty. He joined the Com- 
munist Party at the age of 21. 
two years after its founding. 
China was tben in ferment. 
Young people like Peng were 
growing disillusioned with the 
weakness and corruption of 
the new government Despite 
his peasant origins. Peng's ear- 
ly career in the party was de- 



Peng: dauntless die-hard . 


voted to urban areas. He led 
anti-government protests am- 
ong workers and students in sev- 
eral cities of northern China 
until bis arrest in 1929. 

During his six years in jail, 
Peng- according to official ac- 
counts - remained devoted to 
the party cause. He organised 
several hunger strikes and even 
set up a party branch while be- 
hind bars. Such experiences, 
however, appeared not to in- 
spire any sympathy in bis later 
life for student and worker ac- 
tivists imprisoned for their in- 
volvement in anti-government 
unrest in the 1970s and 1980s. 

After his release, Peng se- 
cured high positions in the un- 
derground party. When the 
Japanese invaded China in 
1937, Peng took a leading role 
in planning guerrilla resistance 
in the north. Four years later, 
he joined Mao Tse-tung and the 
party's other top leaders at 
their hideout in the caves of Ya- 
nan. One of bis main jobs was 
to supervise the indoctrination 
of aspiring party cadres in “Mao 
Tse-tung Thought". Shortly be- 
fore the Japanese surrender in 
1945, Peng was promoted to the 
PolitburoT 

Peng’s importance in the 
party leadership was evident in 
his appointment as Peking’s 
first Communist Party chief af- 
ter the city's "liberation” from 
nationalist forces in 1949. Two 
years later, he was given the 
mayorship as well 

The reason why dissidents in 
the late 1970s saw Peng as the 
potential saviour of the coun- 
try’s shattered legal system was 
because of his extensive work in 
that area in the early years of 
Co mmunis t rule, including the 
drafting of the countiy's first 
criminal code, which was even- 
tually adopted in 1979. Ironi- 
cally, however. Peng showed 
little mdmatibn to tolerate out- 
spoken criticism of the party. He 
is believed to have been scep- 
tical about Mao's brief tolera- 
tion of open debate in 1957. and 
played an important role in 
the' purge of intellectuals that 
followed. 

Peng’s relationship with Mao 
must have soured after the dis- 
astrous Great Leap Forward, 
which led to the death by star- 
vation of millions of people in 
the early 1960s. Peng sided 


with Deng Xiaoping in blaming 
Mao for the famine, a move that 
almost certainly led to Mao’s de- 
cision to purge him at the out- 
set of the Cultural Revolution 
in 1966. Peng Zhen was the first 
top-ranking victim of the up- 
heaval. Deng and other critics 
of Mao's policies followed. 

Peng spent the Cultural Rev- 
olution in the countryside, liv- 
ing among peasants, chopping 
his own firewood and drawing 
his own water. As with other vic- 
tims of Mao’s excesses, his mis- 
fortunes boosted his popular 
standing enormously. Hundreds 
of friends and admirers turned 
out to greet him at Peking air- 
port in 1978, two years after 
Mao's death, when he was al- 
lowed to return from his exile. 

The wishes of the dissident 
author that Peng return to le- 
gal work were quickly realised. 
From 1979, he played a major 
role in establishing a legal sys- 
tem and promulgating a new 
Constitution that reflected the 
more reform-oriented policies 
of China's new strongman, 
Deng Xiaoping. In 1983, he was 
made head of the country’s 
rubber stamp parliament, the 
National People's Congress. 
He retired in 1988. 

In 1989, Peng displayed his 
true instincts by firmly sup- 
porting the decision to unleash 
the Chinese army on unarmed 
demonstrators in Peking. He ex- 
pressed fears that, if the unrest 
was allowed to continue, Chi- 
na would be plunged inLo a 
new Cultural Revolution-style 
upheaval. He said that pro- 
moting “bourgeois liberalisa- 
tion” - as the party describes 
Western political views - was 
unconstitutional 

Despite his advanced years 
and lack of any formal title, Peng 
remained a significant force in 
politics at least until the early 
1990s. He remained worried 
about the impact of "bourgeois 
liberal” thinking in China, but ac- 
cording to his official biography 
“highly appraised” Deng’s de- 
cision to speed up the pace of 
economic reform in early 1992. 

James Miles 

Peng Zhen , politician: bom 
Qitwo County, Shanxi Province. 
China 12 October 1 902; monied 
(four sons, one daughter); died 
Peking 26 April 1997. 


William Righter 


When the English Department 
at Warwick University opened 
for business in 1965, there were 
five founder members: George 
Hunter and CJ. Rawson (who 
both moved to Yale) and three 
who stayed the course till they 
retired in the 1990s: Bill White- 
head, Bill Righter and myself. 

Those were pioneering days. 
We all had to teach things we 
hadn’t expected or weren’t pre- 
pared to teach. Righter's in- 
terests, in some ways so wide, 
were in others highly selective 
- not for him the broad-brush 
epic and medieval foundation 
courses - and he contrived, 
with his disarming and civilised 
charm, to carve for himself 
early on a highly successful ca- 
reer in those areas where liter- 
ature and philosophy meet, and 
in which be was to become an 
acknowledged authority. 

He had. indeed, published his 
first and influential book. Log- 
ic and Criticism (1963), before 
joining the staff. As the link- man 
between the two departments of 
English and philosophy he 
taught courses involving both 
disciplines to carefully selected 
and highly responsive students, 
many of whom became stars. 

In other ways, too. Righter 
stood out among the five of us: 
not because he was an Ameri- 
can (so was BUI Whitehead) but 
because he had Europeanised 
himself in the most delightful- 
ly Jamesian and cosmopolitan 
way. He chose to live in London, 
commuting weekly to Warwick. 


Consequently he was not always 
to be found at some of our more 
tedious meetings. He was con- 
spicuously his own man. and was 
virtually able to create his own 
programmes in areas where he 
was specially qualified. He was 
an expert in French literature, 
and throughout his years at 
Warwick he regularly taught 
courses in French and English 
comparative literature, setting 
side by side, for critical analy- 
sis, pairs of poems chosen from 
the two languages, a technique 
virtually invented at Warwick. 
It was in small groups, rather 
than in the larger lecture, that 
his talents best shone. 

William Righter was born in 
Kansas City in 1927. He was ed- 
ucated at Harvard and at Oxford 
University. He then returned to 
the United States where he 
taught for some years at Cornell 
University. In 1960 he began to 



(tighten cosmopolitan 


lecture at King’s College, Cam- 
bridge, where he remained un- 
til his appointment to Warwick. 

His second book was The 
Rhetorical Hero (1964), a study 
of Andre Malraux which 
brought together his under- 
standing of French literature and 
of Malraux' work in philosophy 
and art criticism. Righter turn- 
self was something of a con- 
noisseur of the museums and art 
galleries of Europe. His other 
books were Myth and Literature 
(1975), which enjoyed some- 
thing of a vogue and became 
highly influential and The Myth 
of Theory (1994), in which he 
scrutinised' with' learning and 
scepticism some of the current 
fashions in literary theory. 

Righter retired from the uni- 
versity in 1993. His retirement 
party was an agreeable occasion: 
I recall a characteristically 
throwaway speech, in which he 
looked back with fond nostalgia 
on those early days when some 
of our new, younger colleagues 
had not even been born. He con- 
tinued to keep in touch with the 
university and to contribute to 
conferences and seminars up till 
last summer. He leaves a wid- 
ow, Rosemary, who is chief 
leader writer on the Times. 

K. W. Grmtsden 

William Harvey Righter, English 
scholar bom Kansas City 31 Au- 
gust 1927: Reader in English and 
Comparative Literature, Warwick 
University 1965-93; married three 
times; died London 14A{vil 1997. 



Principal boy: Manners as Prince Valiant in Red Riding Hood at the Alhambra, Bradford, 1948 


Margery Manners 


If Sophie Tucker was dubbed 
“The Last of the Red Hot 
Mammas'’, then surely Margery 
Maimers should have been 
called ’The Last of the Cool 
Curvaceous Choruseis”. She 
strode the stages of the last 
British variety theatres belting 
out the song hits of yesteryear 
as if she still lived in the days 
when it was a long way to Tip- 
perary. Never top of the bill 
evenm her heyday, she was nev- 
ertheless much loved by those 
who belong to such groups as 
the British Music Hall Society, 
for whom she sang until quite 
recently, and by the comedian 
Roy Hudd, a variety aficionado, 
who booked her formany of his 
nostalgic recreations. 

Manners was bom in Coven- 
try in 1926, and, Kke many of the 
music-hall stars she came 10 em- 
ulate, began appearing in pub- 
lic as a dud, aged eight, singing 
popular songs of the day in the 
working men's clubs of Birm- 
ingham- Four years later the 12- 
year-old turned professional 
and joined that popular show 
band of the Thirties, Billy Mer- 
lin and his Commanders, for 
their seaside summer season at 
Ramsgate. Returning home she 
became a solo artiste for the first 
time, singing in cine-variety on 
a tour of the Paramount cine- 
mas, beginning in Birmingham. 

She had yet to find her forte 
as a chorus singer in the tradi- 
tional style, something which 
would come with the Second 
Worid War. Meanwhile, at the 
age of 14, she turned cowgirl 
crooner and joined the famous 
radio series then touring the 
halls , Big Bill Campbell and his 
Rocky Mountain Rhythm. 

As the war deepened, the 
silver-haired ranch boss from 
Canada and his hill-billy band 
enlisted in Ensa. His large show 
was divided into two units, and 


toured service stations every- 
where from Orkney to Iceland. 
Manners sang aboard every 
kind of naval vessel, from the 
decks of battleships to aircraft 
carriers, before illness through 
'overwork caused her to return 
to civilian life after serving 15 
months hard singing. She was 
thrilled to receive a letter of 
commendation for services ren- 
dered, signed by the twin heads 
of Ensa, the producer Basil 
Dean and the actor Sir Seymour 
Hicks. 

Manners turned to radio 
broadcasting and, with her ex- 
perience of getting sailors to 
sing along with her choruses, be- 
came a great hit with the factory 
audiences of the lunchtime 
BBC series Workers’ Playtime. 
More and more she incorpo- 
rated yesterday’s favourites into 
her act, and soon rivalled that 
other queen of the chorus 
songs, Bertha Wilmot. But 
there was plenty of room fc»r 
both in those bombed arid 
blacked-out days when a 
singsong in the shelter was just 
the thing to drown the sound of 
the blitz. 

Her links with the music ball 
grew even stronger when she be- 
came almost a fixture on the 
BBGs old-time music-hall series, 
Palace of nineties. What listen- 
ers did not suspect, however, was 
revealed when they saw Man- 
ners' on stage: she played both 
the guitar and the accordion. 

Christmas pantomimes could 
hardly pass such a singer by, 
and from the age of 16 she be- 
came a regular principal boy. 
starting with a splendidly thigh- 
slapping Prince Charming in the 
production of Cinderella that 
toured the Stoll and Moss cir- 
cuit From 1946 she joined the 
annual pantomime productions 
presented by Francis Laidler. In 
the Fifties the Jink between 


Manners and music hall was fi- 
nally forged to perfection: she 
played none other than the 
mistress of chorus singing her- 
self, Florrie Forde, in a televi- 
sion production called The 
Passing Show. Later she ap- 
peared frequently on The Good 
Old Days , televised from the 
City Varieties Theatre in Leeds. 

Despite neverattaining true 
top-of-the-bill status, Margery 
Manners was always popular 
with audiences both at home 
and abroad, and from the Six- 
ties to the Seventies she starred 
in the theatres of South Africa 
with great success. In 1968 she 
appeared in her only film, Mrs 
Brown You’ve Got a Lovely 
Daughter. While Herman's Her- 
mits sang the latest hits of the 
day. Manners sang “My Old 
Man's a Dustman". 

From 1969 she toured the last 
remaining variety theatres in a 
nostalgic bill called The Gold- 
en Years of Music Hail. She 
sang her chorus songs between 
such veterans as Bob and Alf 
Pearson (“My Brother And I”),. 
Nat (“Rubberneck") Jackley, 
and Sandy (“Can You Hear Me 
Mother”) Powell. In 1975 Roy 
Hudd brought her out of re- 
tirement to star in a special 
Sunday-night show at the Lon- 
don Palladium, and 14 years lat- 
er she sang once more for 
Hudd in the special video show 
On Stage Please ; recorded at the 
Hackney Empire, in east Lon- 
don. Fbr the last tune she strode 
the stage as Florrie Forde - 
singing her famous “Flanagan, 
Take Me to the Isle of Man 
Again" - and they all joined in 
the chorus. 

Denis Gifford 


Margery Manners, singer and 
dancer bom Coventry IS March 
1926; married ; died London 27 
April 1997. 


Gabriel Figueroa 


When the Mexican film La Per- 
la ("The Pearl") opened in 
New York in 1948, the critic of 
Cue magazine was moved to de- 
scribe the film as “so beautiful 
in its imagery, so enthralling in 
the poetry and rhythm of its 
marvellously composed scores, 
that it sets a new high standard 
for all motion picture photog- 
raphy”. The photographer in 
question, described by the crit- 
ic as “one of the world’s great 
i photographers 77 , was Gabriel 
j Figueroa, a brilliant craftsman 

who. with 77ie Pearls director 
Emili a Fernandez, is generally 
considered responsible for es- 
tablishing Mexican films as a 
leading force in worid cinema. 

-The winner of many in- 
ternational awards (including 
two consecutive awardsfor Best 
Photography at the Cannes 
Festival), Figueroa was a 
master of eloquent shadows, 
dazzling cloud photography 
and stark contrast between 
shade and light, and he made 
dr ama tic use of Mexico’s vivid 
scenery and tropical radiance. 
Luis Bunuel John Ford and 
John Huston were other 
notable directors with whom he 
collaborated. 

Bom in Mexico City in 1907, 
Figueroa was orphaned when 
young and had to seek work, but 
manage d to pursue his interest 
in painting and photography, 
studying with Eduardo Guer- 
rero'. In 1932 he became a stills 
photographer, and then a cam- 
era assistant to Alex Phillips, a 
Canadian cinematographer 
who had become an important 
part of the Mexican film in- 
dustry. In 1935 Figueroa went 
to the United States to study as 
an assistant to Gregg loland, 
one of Hollywood’s most cre- 
ative cinematographers and a 
master of deep focus. Return- 
ing to Mexico the following year, 
Figueroa made his debut as'di- 
rector of photography on AUa 
en el Rancho Grande (1936). 

His association with Emilio 
Fernandez started in 1943 with 
Flor Sylvestre and their second 
film together, Maria Candelar- 
ia (1943), won the Grand Prize 
at Cannes in 1946 and for 
Figueroa an award for photo- 
graphic excellence. He won the 
same award the following year 
for Fernandez” Enamorada 
(1946), which was fallowed by 
La Peria (1946), based on John 
Steinbeck’s stoiy of a poor 
Mexican diver who finds an 
enormous pearl that brings 
tragedy instead of wealth and 
happiness. 

The diver was played by Pe- 
dro Annendariz, who played the 
lead in many of the team’s 
films. Though the film won the 
Grand Prize at San Sebastian, 
the script and direction were 



Figueroa: eloquent shadows 


generally considered inferior 
to the majestic photography, 

which was compared to early ' 
Flaherty. 

Fernandez actedasassodate 
producer on John Ford’s The 
fugitive (1947), filmed in Mex- 
ico and based on. a Graham 

Greene story about a priest on 

themninapolkestate.Th raigh 
unpopular with both critics and 
public at the time, it remained 
a favourite of the director. “Tb 

me it was perfect,” he' told 
Peter Bogdanovich. “It had a lot ' 
of damn good photography, 
with those black'ind white 
shadows. We bada good cam- 
eraman, Gabrid Figueroa, and 
we’d wait for the light - instead 
of foe way ft is where, • 

regardless of iSk: : fight, ypu 
shoot.” -I* • • 

Figueroa was hired in an ad- 
visory capacity on Tozon and. the 
Mermaids (1948); but he de- 
clined offers to workin die US 
permanently. Bot&.be:and Her- 
nandez (who hadfougfit in the * 
Mexican revolution) were 
fiercely patriotic and proud of 
the acclaim they bad brought to 
Mexican cinema. Most of the 
films they made reflected the so- 
cial and ecoDOmk conditions in 
which they had grown up. 

'■ The dapper and genial 
Figueroa's personality was in 
stark contrast to that of the tem- 
pestuous Fernandez (who once 
shot a film critic during an 
argument). A rare English- 
language film, The Torch (1950), 
directed by Fernandez and star- 
ring Paulette Goddard and Ar- 
mendariz, was unsuccessful, 
praised only for its photography, 
but the same year Figueroa 
worked for the first time with 
Inis Bunuel on Los OMdados , 
a harshly realistic study of chil- 
dren in the slums made in only 
21 days. 

Bunuel who was to become 
noted for his “invisible mise-en- 
scine ", had stria views on the 
way he wanted his films pho- 
tographed and Figueroa was 
able to realise his aims, whether 
in the narrative passages replete * 
with symbolism or the surreal 
dream sequences. Los Olvida- 
dos won the photographer 
another prize at Cannes. Fur- 
ther Bunuel movies included 
Nazarin (1959), La Joven 
(1961), El Angel Extertninador 
(1962) and Simon del Desrerto 
(1965). 

When John Huston filmed 
Tennessee Williams's torrid tale 
of a defrocked priest working as 
a tour-guide in Mexico, The 
Night of the Iguana (1964), it was 
Figueroa who helped him cap- 
ture the requisite atmosphere of 
scorched earth and exotic flo- 
ra in which Richard Burton, 
Deborah Kerr and Ava Gard- 
ner emoted In 1970 two Clint 
Eastwood action movies made 
in Europe had photography by 
Figueroa, Two Mules Jbr Sister 
Sara and Kelly’s Heroes. He 
worked with Huston again on 
what was to be Figueroa’s last 
film. Under the Volcano (1984), 
imparting a richly atmospheric 
aura to the tale of an alcoholic 
diplomat (Albert Finney) in 
1930s Mexico. 

Tom Vallance 


Gabriel Figueroa, cinematogra- 
pher. bom Mexico City 24 April 
1907; married (one son. one 
daughter); died Mexico Citv 27 
April 1997. 


Denis Compton 


Scyld Berry states in his obitu- 
ary of Denis Compton [24 
April] that the great contem- 
poraries Hutton and Compton 
shared only one century stand 
in Test matches. Although few- 
er perhaps than might have 
been expected, there were five, 
writes J. K. Dishman. Ag ains t 
the West Indies at Lords (1939); 
Australia at Nottingham (1948); 
New Zealand at Leeds (1949); 
Australia at Lords (1953); and 
the West Indies at Georgetown 
(1953-54). 

Berry also suggests that 
rough marches against the Aus- 


tralians were too much for 
Compton. In 1938, aged 19. he 
became the youngest player to 
score a century in his first Tfest 
against that country while in the 
next match he stayed in for four 
hours, saving the side from 
defeat In the first two Ashes 
series after the war he scored 
over a thousand runs in 10 
matches at an average of 57. 
After that his effectiveness was 
sadly reduced by damage to his 
knee. 

Finally, it was Compton’s 
second wife who came from 
South Africa, not his first 
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Births, 

Marriages 

& Deaths 



BIRTHS 

CASEMENT: On 28 April 1997, su 
Srcikc-on-Denc. to Tina (nee Soldi- 
er) and Jonathan, a son, George 
Will ram. 

EXADACTYLOS: On 28 April at the 
Portland Hospital, to Diana and 
PhiJippos, a son, Alexandras 
Dimilrios. 


Announcements tor Gazette BIRTHS, 
MARKJAGES& DEATHS may be sent 
in writing to tfaeCaufte Edit on The In- 
dependent 1 Canada Square. Canary 
Wharf, London EM SDL, telephoned 
to 0171-293 2012 or faxed to 0171-293 
2010, and are charged at £450 a line 
rt'AT extra). 
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Birthdays 

Mr Naim Artallah, publisher, 66; Mr 
John Belcher, Chief Executive, An- 
chor liusj, 50; Mr Gaiy Bertini, con- 
ductor, 70; Sir Richard Brooke, 
chartered accountant 82; Mr Steve 
Cauthen, jockey, 37; Mr Ian Cuneis, 
playwright, 65 Lord Dahrendorf, 
Warden, Si Antony's College, Oxford, 
68; Mr CHeon Fbrd. actor, 81; Dr 
Michael Goldstein, Vice-Chancellor, 
Coventry University, 58; Sir Irvine 
Go u] ding, former High Court judge, 
87; Mr Joseph Heller, novelist 74; 
Mr W Leonard Hyde, former pres- 
ident Leeds Permanent Budding 
Society, 83; Professor Philip King, 
sculptor. 63; Miss Joanna Luxnley, ac- 
tress. 51; Sir Bruce McPhaH man - 
aging director, P & 0, 58; Mr Julian 
Mitchell, writer and playwri gh t, 
62; Mr Bo Nilsson, composer, 60; 
Air Cdr Dame Felicity Peake, first 
Director, WRAP. 84; Mr Sonny Ra- 
madhm, former West Indies cricketer, 
68; Sir Bob Reid, chairman, London 
Electricity, 63; Sir Lindsay .Ring, 
former Lord Mayor of London, 83; 
Col Sir Greville Spratt, former Lord 
Mayor of London, 70*. Miss Una 
Stubbs, actress, 60; Miss Wendy 
Tbye, theatrical producer. 80; Pro- 
fessor Richard Welbouro. Emeritus 
Professor of Surgical Endocrinology, 
Royal Postgraduate Medical School 
London University, 78; A dmir al 
Sir John Woodward, former 
Commander-in-Chief, Naval Home 
Command, 65, 


Anniversaries 

Births; Joseph Addison, diarist and 
essayist, 1672; JuleSrAdolpheAimS- 
Louis Breton, painter. 1327. Deaths: 
John Dryden, poet, 1700; David Liv- 
ings to ni missionary and explorer, 

1873- On this day: the Union of Scot- 
land and England was proclaimed, 
1707; in New York, the Empire State 
Building was opened, 1931. Today is 
May Day (Labour Day) and the Feast 
Day of St Amtuor or Amalie, St Brio* 
cus or Brieuc, St Joseph the Work- 
er. St Peregrine Lariosi St Sigismund 
of BmgundyandSt Tbeodaid of Nar* 
bonne. 

Schools 

King's College School, Wimbledon 
King's College School Wimbledon, 
celebrates today the centenary of its 
move from King's College in the 
Strand with a Service of Thanksgiv- 
ing in Westminster Abbey. Among 
the guests will be the Principal of 
King's College, Professor Arthur 
Lucas, and other representatives of 
the college. The Right Rev Roy 
Williamson, Bishop of Southwark, 
will give the address. James Butler, 
Captain of School, and Mr Robin 
Reeve, the Head Master, will read the 
lessons. Prayers and intercessions will 
be led by members of the Junior and 
Senior Schools. The JubHeie will be 
sung to a setting composed for the 
service by Michael Zev Gordon. 
Old Boy of the school, 


Reason for delay may be abuse of process of the court 


Grortt r Doctor; Bouse of Lords 
(Lord Goff of Cbievcley, Lord Woolf, 
Lord NichoUs of Birkenhead. Lord 
Steyn and Lord Clyde) 24 April 1997 

The court was entitled to dis- 
miss an action where it con- 
cluded that the reason for delay 
on the part of the plaintiff in- 
volved abusing the process of 
the court by continuing pro- 
ceedings with no intention of 
bringing them to trial 

The House of Lords dis- 
missed the plaintiff’s appeal 
against the Court of Appeal’s 
dismissal of bis appeal against 
an order that the writ and 
statement of claim in the pro- 
ceedings should be struck out 
and the action dismissed for 
want of prosecution. 

The plaintiff's claim was for 
damages for libel. Proceed- 
ings were commenced in Au- 
gust 1989, The action was 
dismissed for want of prosecu- 
tion in October 1992. 

Isaac Jacob and Martin Young 
(Fladgaie Fielder) for the appellant; 
the respondents wen not represented. 


Lord Wwlfsaid that the appeal 
concerned the powers of the 
court to strike out proceedings. 
The approach which was 
adopted as the present time by 
courts on an application to 
dismiss an action for want of 
prosecution had been set out by 
Lord Diplock inBirfcea v James 
(1978] AC 297, at 318. 

The primary issue on tbe ap- 
peal was whether inexcusable 
and inordinate delay (if stig- 
matised as an abuse of process) 
could constitute prejudice with- 
out the need for the defendant 
to show actual prejudice or a 
‘substantial risk that a fair trial 
would be impossible, or alter- 
natively whether it was per- 
missible to take elements which, 
might amount to a ground for 
sinking out for abuse of 
process, and combine them 
with delay and treat the com- 
bination as an additional and 
hybrid ground for striking out. 


LAW REPORT 

« 

1 May 1997 

The requirement in Birkea v 
James that delay bad to cause 
“serious prejudice" to the 
defendants bad been the sub- 
ject of criticism. Those criti- 
cisms had been considered 
by Lord Griffiths in Department 
of Transport v Chris SmoUer 
Transport Ltd (1989 J AC 1197. 

The period which had 
elapsed since Lord Griffiths' 
speech had not seen any im- 
provement in the problems 
caused by delay in the conduct 
of civil proceedings. The in- 
troduction of the automatic 
strike-out in the- county court 
had proved to be a crude rem- 
edy which had funded an in- 
dustry of satellite litigation. 
Furthermore, there was nowon 
the horizon the introduction 
of the sort of reform to the 
rules of procedure which Lord 
Griffiths thought was required. 

In that situation it was at 
least open to question whether 


it was not preferable to wait the 
outcome of the implementation 
of the new rules before making 
a substantial inroad into the 
principles in Birkett v James. 

In the meantime both the 
court and defendants bad tbe 
means to achieve greater con- 
trol over delay. Defendants did 
□of need to wait until there had 
been inordinate delay before ap- 
plying for peremptory orders, 
and the courts should more 

readfly make “unless orders’’, Le. 
orders that an action should be 
struck out unless certain steps 
were taken at certain times. 

In the present case the judge 
had come to the conclusion that 
there had been inordinate and 
inexcusable delay. He had 
found that there was' “an ele- 
ment of prejudice” but had at- 
tached more importance to his 
finding that the plaintiff bad no 
interest in actively pursuing 
the litigation. 


His Lordship was satisfied 
that both the deputy judge and 
the Court of Appeal were en- 
titled to reach tbe conclusion 
they had as to the reason for the 
appellant’s inactivity in the li- 
bel action for over two years. 
The courts existed to enable 
parties to have their disputes 
re solved. To commence and 
continue litigation with no in- 
tention of bringing it to con- 
dusion could amount to abuse 
of process. If there : was an 
abuse of process it was not 
strictly necessary to establish 
want of prosecution under 
either of me limbs ia Birkea v 
James. 

In the present case, once the 
conclusion was readied that the 
reason for the delay was one 
which involved abusing;the 
process of the court in main- 
taining proceedings . when 
there was no intention of 
carrying the case to trials the 
court was entitled to dismiss the 
proceedings. 

Kate O’Hanlonv Barrister 
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Yes, quite a long embrace. How was it for you? 




3£(iWj- 


- ::WX' 
^•■fcSSSfc-' 


V”'* 




‘•--'■s* £.m r-.VJ 'k 

T.J IV.;. ^3!$* 

"*wvj ■ J 5h^ 


:T7>a it>s over- The foreplay 
p ^“strenuous ar > d Perhaps 
- A a tale laboured, but loday at last 
c^es rejtef. Today you get t ol 0 ,^f r 

; C * V f t0 ? ave y0ur with the 
poltoans jather than the other wav 
Mound. Or (since you have the choice) 
you might not. You might choose to 
:;l»ss up the once-in-e^ry-five-yeak 
chance to dp your weight into the 
• bahnce. Tbday we’ll set aSde how you 
.wte (or not), and instead consider 
: whether^ it _ this slightly more 
protracted than usual date with democ- 
racy - was good for you (or not). 

7 It has been a campaign where many 
people got their ennui in firsL Issues, 
personalities, party formations could all 
have been equally well displayed within 
three weeks. Even if an informal con- 
test had not been running since last 
autumn, six weeks is too long. We do 
potneed to test politicians’ stamina, or 
then- capacity to leap in and out of heli- 
copters, buses and automobiles dozens 
of times in a day. Yet fixed-term par- 
liaments - a demand of electoral 
reformers since the Chartists - would 
not get round the problem, because 
then the whole parade drags on for a 
couple of years, as the constant cam- 
paigning that goes on in the United 
States shows. Would a future prime 
minister be tempted to extend the 
formal period again? It’s unlikely: if he 
becomes an ex-prime minister, John 
Major will have to live with his regrets. 


But the length of the campaign has 
not been the only complaint Some 
people are worried that democracy is 
being tainted by the slick profession- 
alism of modem campaigning. Spin- 
ners have been busier than spiders, and 
people are moaning that the whole 
business has been so packaged and 
controlled and pre-fixed and sound- 
ed that it’s not real. Oh no, the 
lament goes up, American superfi- 
ciality has finally destroyed our fine old 
hustings traditions. 

That is an understandable anxiety, 
but mostly, thank goodness, 
unfounded. Professional campaigning 
is a natural result of multiplying media 
outlets. And multiplying media outlets 
have given voters more opportunity to 
listen to, challenge, question, laugh at, 
weep over what politicians say and 
think than at any time in the histoiy of 
our . Parliamentary democracy. John 
Major’s complaint yesterday that the 
media did not allow him to get the 
message over would be laughable if it 
were not pathetic. The truth is that 
people have been soaked repeatedly 
from head to foot with the issues for the 
past many months, and forcibly ducked 
and drenched for the past six' weeks. 

For all the stage management of 
events, the campaign seems at times to 
have been nothing but the aggressive 
quizzing of leaders. It has not just been 
the public’s proxies in the shape of tele- 
vision and radio journalists asking 
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lively questions in real time. The pub- 
lic themselves have had direct access in 
a variety of phone-ins and audience 
participation shows. All the right ques- 
tions have at one time and another 
been asked and, more or less ade- 
quately, answered. 

The idea that somehow the system 
has conspired to deny access to the 
“real issues” is thoroughly disproved by 
the energetic presence of the single- 
theme parties. Sir James Goldsmith has 
done the electorate sterling service in 
one sense, at least: that portion of it 
(hat thinks Europe the great matter has 
an opportunity to exercise its choice. 


Anarchists, clowns, anti-abortionists, 
and lcvitators have their choices, too. 

A fashionable cry lately has been 
“none of the above”. We worry about 
the apathy of our post-Thatcher youth, 
the ones who slump back and say they 
don’t want to vote, oh no, because it’s 
all a lot of cojones. A set of self- 
appointed generational spokespeople 
has proclaimed its disaffection. What’s 
new? Young people always have regis- 
tered less and voted less and doubtless 
always will - for the good reason that 
they have more pressing calls on their 
time. There has been detectable, none 
the less, an uncomfortable whingeing 


tone m the vox pops collected by us and 
other media from young people. It sug- 
gests elections are like a visit to a 
burger outlet where, when a triple- 
decker with fries is not on the menu, a 
keening note of self pity is sounded. But 
parlies are more than hucksters, just as 
ci tiz e ns are more than consumers. If 
none of the above, where arc the new 
parties that would reflect what young 
people say are their concerns; where 
are the youthful advocates of those 
institutional reforms that would allow 
new political formations to flourish? 

Modem Britain is not Aristotle’s 
Athens, where the citizens can be 
expected to gather, figuratively, on 
the HillovV to debate and decide the 
fate of the polls. Yet enthusiasts for gad- 
getry suggest there are ways in which 
people can, from the comfort of their 
armchairs, ya p into democratic partic- 
ipation. Government by plebiscite is on 
our doorsteps. (All parties favour a ref- 
erendum on a single currency. Labour 
picks up an old Michael Heseltine sug- 
gestion that local authorities conduct 
polls before they decide their budgets. 
Promising, this, isn’t it?) Meanwhile, 
nearer borne, one of the results of the 
reforms in public service management 
in recent years - by no means all of 
them of Tbatcherite inspiration - has 
been to encourage local political activ- 
ity around schools, hospitals and bous- 
ing estates. In other words, there is no 
shortage of democratic opportunity. 


What about democratic will? The 
acid test is election turnout In most 
parts of the countiy, the forecast is for 
a sunny spring day. Last time round, in 
1992, some 78 per cent of eligible vot- 
ers turned out, a magnificent figure 
considering the proportion of people 
on the electoral rolls who are aged, 
infirm or just plain indifferent Our pre- 
diction for today is that that total will 
be exceeded. British democracy can 
certainly improve, but it’s alive and 
kicking. Give it a go. 

Public asset: 
please queue 

I n season, the pony path up Ben 
Nevis gets heavily congested, the 
sides of the mountain erode and the 
summit becomes a rubbish dump. The 
peak exemplifies the classic problem of 
free access to a public facility leading 
to destruction of the asset. (We report 
today another example: the threat to 
fish stocks in the southern oceans.) 
The textbook response is to charge, lim- 
iting access fay price. But Ben Nans can 
hardly be fenced off, with guards in Fort 
William and along Glen Nevis stopping 
climbers coming up the back way. A 
possible solution is a new tourist slo- 
gan: “Get away from it all in Scotland: 
queue to climb a mountain.” 




-LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


nptor 


ie C0 lL ; 


Whoever wins, 
taxes will 
have to go up 

Sin Gavyn Davies (28 April) is 
normally such a level-headed 
commentator that it is 
disappointing to find him indulging 
in wishful thinking . But his 
argument that taxes will not need 
to rise after the election really does 
not pass muster. 

Mr Davies says, and it is bard to 
disagree, that it is very hard to 
imagine a Labour chancellor 
sticking to the very low planned 
growth figures for public spending. 
He then argues that this is not 
really a problem because die 
Government is assuming that the 
public finances would go into a 


GDP in 2001-2, the last year of the 
next parliament If the new 
chancellor set a budget deficit of 1 
per cent of GDP - 1 which would 
meet the “golden rule" of public 
finance whereby the Government 
should only borrow for capital 
investment - then be would be able 
to add 3 per cent of GDP to public 
spending, or some £27bn. And if 
this is spread over five years, the 
growth rate of spending can go up 

to 2 per cent 

There are two problems with this 
argument The first is that the 
Government hasprobabty been 
over-optimistic about its revenue 
projections, because it has assumed 
t h a t the economy will continue to 
grow at 2J5 percent a year. A more 
realistic long-run growth path 
would probably be 2J2 per cenL So 
there will be less tax revenue than 
projected, even if the recent holes 
m VAT and excises are plugged. 
The secoind problem is that the 

extra spending can only be spread 

over five years if borrowing is 
higher in the early years than is 
currently planned. This is not 
sensible, since the economy is 
already showing signs of 
overheating (with pay pressures 

rising, for example). A more 

relaxed fiscal stance would risk 

raising interest rates compared 
with what they would otherwise be. 
It would also risk raising the 
exchange rate, which is already 
more than 16 per cent higher than 
it was at the end of 1995, and is 
hurting many exporters. Such a 
dose of “Reaganomics would 
impose a cost in terms of our long- 

run growth prospects. 


There is only one option wtuen 
: will deliverboth credible spending 
plans and a better-balanced 
recovery which does not hit the 
: tradeable sector, mad that is to 


«*er tto 

more borrowing. 

CHRISTOPHER HUIWE 

Economics Director, IBCA Ltd 
1 London EC2 • 

Homeless suffer 
new regulations 

Sir. Shorty before rose 

. 60 to the cost of a single room with 
' shared facilities. 

* 

believe that these restrictions 
. would lead to an increase m 

~ homelessness eopie 

mn kin g it more difficult for peopic 

- on benefit to find acceptable 

■■■.■■■Stsisaas-- 

Kdprospective tenants. 



The regulations were introduced 
in spite of the Social Security 
Advisory Committee’s 
recommendation that no action 
should be taken until similar 
restrictions affecting people under 
25, which were introduced last 
October, had been property 
evaluated. We believe that to 
proceed without such an evaluation 
is at the very least imprudent, and 
could lead to considerable 
suffering among some of the 
poorest people in our society. 

We therefore call upon 
whichever party is in government 
after 1 May to accept the SSAC's 
reco mm endation and withdraw 
these regulations until a proper 
evaluation of the effects of existing 
restrictions, both on individuals 
and on the private rented market, 

has been carried out 

DAVID WARNER 

Director, Homeless Network 

JON FTTZMAURICE 

Director, CHAR HousingCampaign 

for Single People 

CHRIS HOLMES . 

Director, Shelter 
JOHN GOWANS 
The Salvation Amiy 
ALAN WARD 
National Federation of . 

Residential Landlords 
London SW1 

News reviewed 

Sir: As I remove the note under my 
doorbell reading Nopolaad 
canvassers please, I wonder 
whether, having deprived vs of 
news for six weeks, the media will 
make amends tty providing resumes 

of what has been going on m the 
world. 

krowat 

Sherborne, Dorset 


How to pick the 
winners by name 

Sir With this election remarkable 
for lack of clear blue water between 
the two main parties and lack of 
dear blue touch-paper to ignite 
popular interest, voters might lake 
a diversionary interest in that 
largely overlooked aspect, the 
frequency of the names of 
candidates. * 

First, they might provide us with 
good reason not to vote for some 
.candidates. Most of the party 
leaders are loners, and a owe realty 
want Toners? There is only one 
Major and one Ashdown though 
there are two Blairs. What future 
can these names have when faced 
with the 38 Smiths, the 30 Joneses, 
the 25 Brown(e)s, the 24 
Williamses, the 20 C2ark(e)s and 
the 19Thylors? 

And "big names” such as these 
have significant advantages over . 
parties. They don’t form restrictive 
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cabals and they are untainted tty 
the search for election funding. 

The table shows just how 
valuable a vote for a “name" con 
be, if you are fortunate enough to 
have one standing in your 
constituency. Look how 
representative some of the names 
are, in gender terms, and'in terms 
of their personal values as 
measured by their membership of 
parties. 

Not all perform wefl on all 
counts. The Joneses are excellent 
on gender, with women as 30 per 
cent of candidates. The Smiths, 
Williamses and Taylors all achieve 


more than 20 per cent of women. 
The Browns, cm the other hand, 
display abnormally high sexism, 
with only I of their 25 candidates a 
woman. 

Overall it is to the Thylors that 
we must look for best name at this 
election. They score 21 per cent of 
women and they are evenly spread 
in terms of party affiliation. By 
contrast, the Smiths and Browns 
are dearly over-representing minor 
parties, and the Clark(e)s have a 
real problem attracting 
Conservatives and Lib Dems. 

The Tkylois are also to be 
admired for their modest and 
reasonable ambition. Whereas the 
Joneses are seeking to increase 
their representation in the House 
of Commons from 3 to 30, the 
Smiths from only 6 to a massive 38 
and the Williamses from a meagre 
2 to an outrageous 24* the Thylors 
are going for steadier growth from 
their present 6 MPs to a maximum 
of 19. 

The onty blot is evidence of 
some infighting. There are two 
Taylors head-to-head in two 
different constituencies. However, 
the Williamses are fighting each 
other in three constituencies. The 
Clarfc(e)s are the name to be 


admired here, with 20 of them 
fi ghting in 20 different 
constituencies. 

JOHN TAYLOR 
Alva, Central Scotland 


Truth in polls 

Sin Conrad Jameson’s article 
about the opinion polls (24 April) 
makes no contribution whatsoever 
to aiding understanding why poll 
results taken at the same time 
sometimes diverge, or why the 
polls foiled to predict the result of 
the 1992 election. 

His thesis appears to be that so 
many respondents lie to pollsters as 
to make accurate polling 
impossible, and that this was the 
cause of the polls’ error in 1992. 
The theory of tying respondents 
was investigated and specifically 
rejected by an exhaustive report 
following a two-year inquiry 
sponsored by the Market Research 
Society, it simply does not explain 
the facts. The explanations the 
MRS report endorses, with 160 
pages of evidence -late swing, 
differential refusal and foilurk in 
the quota sampling- Jameson 
dismisses or ignores. 
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Fury at five 
minutes of voting 

Sir. I am side and tired of middle- 
aged, middle-class journalists 
passing judgement on my entire 
generation (Polly Toynbee; “Mrs 
Thatcher's airhead revenge”. 28 
April). 

Young people arc not all 
“airheads” and “know-nothings”, 
and the decision not to vote is not a 
“fashion statement". As far as l can 
see (and as Ms Tbynbee's article 
actually confirms) h y oung people 
have got it right: real impact is 
made by demonstrating- not by 
putting a little mark on a little bit of 
paper once every five years. 

The young people who'd risk 
anything for their beliefs are more 
“political” than the middle-aged 
man or woman who spends five 
minutes every five years trotting 
down to a polling station. 

KHZIA HAT IJDAY 
London SE22 


Training of 
surgeons at risk 

Sin I was glad that you highlighted 
some of the problems of the Health 
Service (“The truth about health: 
An ailing service is ignored by the 
politicians". 30 April). 

1 quite agree that most of the 
real problems in the NHS have not 
been addressed by either of the 
main parties. 2 would, however, tike 
to draw your attention to the 
problem you did not mention. 
Future doctors will be trained 
under the extraordinary impression 
that aii surgery is either an 
emergency or urgent Our medical 
students and surgeons in training 
will get little, if any, experience in 


It is Jameson* s explanation that 
is unsupported tty the evidence, not 
that unanimously reached by the 
MRS Inquiry team of experts, 
which included independent 
academics and market researchers 
as well as pollsters. 

ROBERT M WORCESTER 
Chairman, Market and Opinion 
Research International 
London SW1 


Forgotten shame 

Sin I am surprised never to have 
seen in arty British media what 
• seems to me the best reason not to 
vote for John Major. 

From 1992 to 1995 the worst and 
most numerous atrocities Europe 
has known since the Second World 
Whr happened in former 
Yugoslavia, notably in Bosnia. It is 
not an exaggeration to say that 
several Dunblanes were happening 
each day there. And concentration 
camps have been functioning 
before the world’s eyes since 1992. 

Europe’s strongest military 
powers, Mitterrand’s France and 
Major’s UK, knew this better than 
anybody. They clearly had the 
technical means to stop these 
dreadful sufferings, whatever the 
While House's opinion. They have 
date nothing. 

JEAN-MARIE GABUS 
Geneva 


If only... 

Sir Am I the only person who 
knows an awful lot of people who 
say they would vote Liberal 
Democrat if onty they stood a 
chance? 

BEVERLEY JOHNSTON . 

Welling, Kent 


very successful elective surgical 
conditions. 

Professor JOHN A DORMANDY, 
FRCS 

Department of Vascular Surgery 
St George s Hospital 
London SW17 


Wanted posters 

Sir Where are the election posters 
and placards in people's windows 
and on their fences? I have hardly 
’seen any at all. Does this mean that 
we are too embarrassed to tell our 
neighbours which political party we 
support, or have none of us made 
up our minds whom we are going to 
vote for? Are the pollsters taking 
account of this low level of self- 
advertising? 

DrJRLUBIN 
London N20 


Hurtful words 

Sir My most memorable quote 
from John Major is his brutal and 
chilling, “If it isn’t hurting, it isn’t 
working”. I had just become 
redundant and a bit of sympathy 
would have gone a long way. 
MICHAEL ATKINSON 
High Wycombe, Buckinghamshire 

Saved by Scargill 

Sir As a lifelong supporter of both 
the Conservative Party, and British 
participation and leadership in 
Europe, 1 am in a quandary. Do I 
vote for Old Conservative (Major), 
New Conservative (Blair), or Lib 
Dem as the only pro-European 
party left? The truth is, no major 
party now reflects nty views. At 
least the socialists can still vote for 
Scargill. 

GRAHAM DON 
Market Overton, Rutland 
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In an age of blended 
ideological flavours and 
shockingly decadent political 
habits, Paul Vallely toasts 
the cocktail as the perfect 
accompaniment 
to election night 


Y ou could always lay In 
what the more vulgar 
Tory MPs nowadays tend 
to call a crate of cham- 
pagne. But bubbly - 
crated, cased or solus - is a risky drink 
for election night. So much can go 
wrong, and when it does champagne 
loses its lustre and tastes of foolish- 
ness or presumption. 

No, given the mix-and-match poli- 
cies of modem political parties, a far 
more appropriate tipple for tonight is 
the cocktail. It has. after all a 
respectable political history. Winston 
Churchill was big on martinis, as 
were his chief comrades in arms; 
Roosevelt - the man who poured the 
first legal martini in the United Stales 
at the end of the ill-starTed Prohibi- 
■lion experiment - used to ply Stalin 
with them in what a presidential aide 
called the “four martinis and lei's 
have an agreement” era. 

And the cocktail is something of an 
index of political mood. If cocktail 
consumption does not correlate 
exactly with down-turns in the econ- 
omy. it Joes seem to have a link with 
“feelgood factor or rather the lack 
of it. Think of the Twenties - socially 
roaring, but ending in economic 
depression. Or the sophisticated Thir- 
ties. blithely foxtrotting towards world 
war. Just as sales of chocolate soar 
during a recession, so the cocktail 
flourishes when people most need 
compensatory cheer, small comforts 
burgeon in troubled times. That's my 
theory, anyway. 

Salvatore Calabrese agrees. He is 
the chief bartender at that favoured 
hang-out of wealthy Americans, The 
Lanesborough hotel in London 
(before the Thatcher era it was. aptly 
enough, an NHS hospital |. Agreeing 


with the customer is part of the } 
armoury of skills a good barman j 
must possess. He also disagrees: Ji 
“'Cos if people only drank them 1 
during the bad times. I’d be out ! 
of business." Which, thank- f 
fully, the best martini-maker, i 
in the capital, is not. / 

But then the cocktail has // 
always been a sign of con- / 
tradiction, a mark of sixnul- 
taneous frivolity and /|BI H i 
finesse. “I must get out of /r®pi 
these wet clothes and into // 
a dry martini,” wagged JlmML 
some sophisticate in the 
Thirties. Three decades / wL 
on Dave Brubeck’s sax /« 

player could find no way 
of describing the tone /• wH§|| 

he was attempting to J 
extract except by say- /c — f 
ing that he aimed to /fc- 55 -"5r 

sound like a dry mar- /T r 

tini. Sgr Calabrese / ~~ - — ^ 
cannot dispute that 

since both quotes 

come from the neat little book, 
full of splendid period illustrations, he 
has just produced called Classic Cock- 
tails (Prion Books), which charts the 
history of the admixture. 

It is full of improbable anecdotes 
about the genesis of the term - leg- 
ends about cocks* feathers, about a 
chemist from New Orleans (coquetier 
is French for egg cup), about the 
drinking ceremonies of a Mexican 
king. There are almost as many rival 
claims as there are for the provenance 
of the martini (the town of Martinez 
in California, various Italian barmen 
in New York hotels, or the Martini & 
Henry rifle used by the British army 
between 1871 and"l891). 

Whatever, the history of the 
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cocktail, and 
in particular the martini, 
is the history of our social mores. The 
. word may have been first recorded* in 
1806 in the Balance and Columbian 
Repository, and mixtures like Black 
Velvet may have been traced to 1861, 
when at Brooks's in London a barman 
coloured the club champagne with 
Guinness in mourning for Prince 
Albert, but it was a political act that 
defined the drink. Prohibition, which 
ran in the United States from 3 921 to 
1933, was the mother of the cocktail. 

■ Some 70 per cent of today's cocktails 
were created during the era of the 
speak-easy in which men like A1 
Capone and Joe Kennedy, father of 
John F, made their reputations and 
money. 

And So it went. The Fifties was the 
decade of the three-martini lunch (as 
well as, not instead of) and the 
Sixties - along with Carnaby Street, 
Kubrik and Cointreau - brought into 
fashion the Brandy Alexander 
(brandy, creme de cacao and cream) 
into the height of swinging sophisti- 
cation. Then the film of Casino 
Royale popularised the massive sole- 
cism of James Bond's vodka martini 
“shaken not stirred" - a thought that 
horrified purists who drank it stirred 
so that, as Somerset Maugham once 
put it, “the molecules [of the gin and 
vermouth] lie sensuously on top of 
one another”. 

But then came Thatcherism, with its 
sbabbiness and champagne, 
Lawsonism with its boom and 
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Floating Voter 


An Ejection Night Cocktail 

■ .. 

I created for ‘Tbe Independent' 

- ~ bv Salvatore Calabrese 
head cocktail barman at the 
[ • Lanesborough HoceL London and . 
j ‘ ’ . ‘ author of Classic Codruals 

; {Prion Books. £9.99) 

1. Mix a few drops Grenadine, 2d 
[ Fraisc du Bois Equeur, 1 cl Cointreau 
and a little lemon juice. Shake. ftnir 
into a high-ball glass full of ice. . 

2. RwHn a mixture of fresh orange and 
mango juices. Trickle over a bar spoon 
. 50 the veGow foyer Goats oa the red. ' 

' 3. In a separate glass mix iS cI of . 
Beefeater gin and a few drops of blue j 
Curasao. Float the mixture on the Lib 
Dew layer • . I 

A.GamisK with a strawberry (very ! 
British L ■' 

5. Serve with three straws, one in each 
V. layer, to enable aB three to be tasted - 
together while keeping the red. yellow 
. and blue distinct The Tories get the 
short straw but Signor Calabrese is too 
' diplomatic to point this oat 


burgundy and Majorism with its down- 
turn and designer beer. Until Kenneth 
Clarke’s, feel-bad boom, the martini 
was almost extinct, save in sanctuar- 
ies like Salvatore’s. “It’s really on the 
up now,” says Alex Turner, a director 
of the improbable London Academy 
of Bartending, which opened last year 
and already has produced 100 gradu- 
ates. “This rise is nationwide, with 
almost every big city now boasting at 
least one designer bar where for a fiver 
or so the feverishly fashionable can 
partake." 

In the mould of Manchester’s Dry 
201, London has the ultra-hip Euro 
bar Riki Tik which specialises in 
Woo-Wou (a cocktail of vodka, peach 


V / 


Spirits, sex and sin: bartenders in Havana (above), a naughty 
postcard from Paris (left), and a 1929 French poster (centre) 
testify to the exotic attraction of the cocktail to Americans such 
as W C Reids (below), who drank them for breakfast 


really on account of my deeply unhip 
corduroy suit. (I am in good com- 
pany here; Riki-Tik once 
turned away Taran- 
tino -himself for 
J wearing a suit, 
though probably not 
corduroy). Undaun- 
ted I ploughed on to 
the Atlantic Bar and 
Grill to watch the sub- 
KFasjgJ'V stances slipping down 
r jtJIBfiy the throats of bare- 
backed women, ponv- 
tailed men wearing silk 
jjp jPy suits and unseemly charac- 
Bajg&ffi ters who looked as if they 
uJgjff fled Iran when the Shah fell. 
BHra The atmosphere had that 
531116 mixture of spirits, sex 
and sin which characterised 
the age of the flapper, only 
without its subtlety. The 
Twenties was a time of innuendo. Its 
cocktails bore cheeky names like 
Knickerbocker. Temptation and 
Bosom Caresser; its advertisements 
were full of delightful ambiguity. 

But if Marlene Dietrich liked men 
who like martinis, at J W Johnson’s in 
Manchester, where 20 per cent of 
drinks sold are now cocktails, they are 
altogether more direct. One of their 
best-sellers is a Screaming Multiple 
Orgasm. You might think that the fun 
is in asking for one rather than 
drinking its mix of Kahlua, Baileys. 
Amarelto and cream. You would be 
wrong. You can get it in a glass in the 
bar upstairs but in the nightclub below 
the customer can lie spreadeagled on 
the bar and have the waiter of her 
choice administer it in a way of which 
readers of a respectable newspaper 
might prefer to remain in ignorance. 

Back at The Lanesborough, I settle 
for a White Lady tgin, Cointreau and 
fresh lemon juice). Sgr Calabrese is 
pondering his Floating Voter, an elec- 
tion night special (see recipe, left). “I 
think it will work - red, blue and yel- 
low. That is sweetness with Labour, 
the non-alcoholic virginity of the Ub 
Deras and strength for the Conser- 
vatories.” I am thinking of an old epi- 
gram; One cocktail is just right, two 
is too many and three is never 
enough. Was it the same, I wondered, 
with terms of office? 

“It will taste good,” Sgr Calabrese 
pronounces. It may weU do on the 
night. But what about the after- 
effects? A five-year hangover is a 
thought to be reckoned with. 


schnapps, lemon and cran- 
berry juice). At Bar Ten in Glasgow 
the best-seller is margaritas and at 
The Courtyard in Leeds they get off 
on chocolate-flavoured vodka. It’s 
back with a vengeance in New York 
too, where the Ultimate Beefeater 
Martini is garnished with a single 
sliver of blue fillet steak. 

The competition is now on for the 
driest martini. There is nothing new 
in that, of course; Winston Churchill 
made his by pouring gin into a 
pitcher and “glancing briefly at a bot- 
tle of vermouth” across the other 
side of tbe room. But today’s bar- 
tenders use vinegar shakers to float 
two drops on the surface of the dri- 
est gin (never Gordons - that is best 
downed with tonic) or throw the ver- 
mouth from the glass before the 
spirit goes in. 

At the most in of the new venues - 
the Met Bar in The Metropolitan 
hotel in London - they call their 
barmen mixologists. I went along to 
see their top mixer. 22-year-old 
Cairbry Hill, a former medical 
student, to discover the secret of his 
martinis, which come in mini, classic 
and greedy sizes and 24 alcopop 
flavours including, strawberry, passion 
fruit and chocolate orange. 

As a mission of investigative 
journalism it was a failure. For this 
temple of lush minimalism - home of 
music and fashion industry types, and 
their victims, good-time PR’girls and 
men who looked like failed extras 
from a Quentin Tarantino movie - 
refused me admittance on the 
grounds that I was not a member (of 
a hotel bar?), though I suspect it was 


Your last-ditch guide to election cliches 


CALL NOW ON 


0800 374857 

FOR A BROCHURE 


or SELF EMPLOVED ? (please drdej 
; If EM7L0YQ). are you in your company penskm scheme? 

' YES or NO ipfcaae cWei (RDk 


TXT hat kind of an 
VV election has this been 
as far as cliches arc 
concerned? 

A bad one. They have 
come thick and fast. 

In what have these cliches 
come? 

In droves. 

Are the politicians wholly to 
blame? 

No. The media must also 
bear. 

What must they bear? 

The brunt. 

The brant of what? 

The blame. 

But now the election battle 
is almost over? 

Yes. We are now almost 
in sight of that stick 
stuck in the ground to 
signify the end of the 
race. 

What stick might that be? 
The winning post. 

But to get to the winning 
post, what bend-free area do 
we first have to cover? 

The home straight. 


After that the winner will be 
home. 

He will. 

What ebe wiB he be, apart 

from home? 

Dry. Home and dry. 

Who does everyone expect to 
win? 

Labour. 

Barring what? 

A Jasi -minute upset. 

W7aif would that be? 

A miracle now. 

By what geological freak 
is Labour expected to 
win? 

A landslide. 

And if they don what will 
we have on our hands? 

A major upset. 

And the biggest surprise 
since who beat who? 
Truman beat Dewey. 

Good. If Labour do win. 
will it be prettify? 

No, it will be handsomely. 
Will it be a dim sweep? 

No. A clean sweep. 

But if Labour don V win, 
what then? 



Miles 

Kington 


Well, 1 suppose the Tories 
will win. 

No. no, I mean that if the 
Tories win. it will be a turn- 
up for something, won’t it? 
Yes, sorry. Tum-up for the 
book. 

And one in which optical 
organ? 

One in the eve ... 


For whom ? 

For the pundits. 

Who will have to eat a folk 
dbh known as ...? 

Humble pie? 

Good. By whom are these 
pundits appointed. 

By no one. Or rather, by 
themselves. They are self- 
appointed pundits. 

Exactly. Although the 
newspapers arc their ... 

. . .Their paymasters? 

I think so. Have the 
newspapers themselves 
declared which party they 
arc in favour of? 

Oh, yes. They have all 
nailed their colours. 

To which important part of 
the boat have they nailed 
their colours? 

The mast. 

To what arc they flocking? 
Mr Blair's standard. 

Has John Major given up? 
Never. He will not give 
in till the bitter end. He 
says that it is all to play 
for. There are some 


things he will never say. 
Such as? 

Die. He will never say die. 
But surely even John Major 
knows thar 10 Downing 
Street will soon have a new 
something? 

A new tenam? 

Correct. In what internal 
organ does Mr Major know 
this? 

His heart of hearts. 

Bui he will not give up ... 
Without a battle royal? 
Without a fight to the 
death? 

Yes, yes, we know that. But 
when will he not gyve up? 
Oh, I see. He will not give 
up until the eleventh hour. 
Later. 

His dying breath? 

Not as late as that. 

The final whistle? 
Excellent. Sob it all over? 
Yes. - 

Bar something? 

Sorry - bar the shouting: 
Thankyou. 

You’re welcome. 
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W f were gathered 

together m the right of 

pe Voter for the last 
2? C l ?„. b ! d farewell to our 
-ftime Minister - a requiem for 
.? ; Jns passing. He is not much of 
- ^churchgoer, but looking up 
the relevant words of the Book 
..Of Common Prayer, I wondered 
■ if pausing in the wings for yes- 
terday's press conference he 
might rounnur, “Lord, Jet me 
know mine end and the number 
of my days that I may be certi- 
fied how Iona I have to Jive." Or 
perhaps, “Deliver me from 
> mine offences and make me not 
: a rebuke unto the foolish." 

•This was the last of some 120 
morning press conferences for 
all three parties. Here we were 
at the very end, so might he give 
us a sign, a word, some thing to 
move us a little? But no. How 
like the man to leave us with 
nothing, no last-minute inspi- 
ration, no sudden lifting of hi* 
game just as the light fades. No, 
there was no hint of tragedy at 
his fall — the birds still sang. 

: The man has a limitless abil- 
ity to disappoint Who knows, 
perhaps tomorrow when it‘s all 
over sind far too late, at last be 
-wfll find words to touch us, 
words to match the occasion. 

But probably not, certainly 
nothing as magnificent as Mar- 
garet Thatcher’s hot tears of 
outrage as she left Downing 
Street for the last time. 

History win not be kind to 
John Major. Our children in 50 
years’ time will scratch their 
heads and try to remember who 
came in the fellow years between 
Thatcher and Blair. What was 
his name? What did he do? Yet the remarkable 
feet remains that this mediocre roan, devoid of 
vision, has indeed held on to power for six long 
years. Not much loved and much mocked, when 
he speaks now we see Rory Bremner blinking, 
more real than the shadowy man himself. 

How did John Major do it? He was a main- 
stay of the Thatcher years; hardly a poD tax pro- 
tester, yet when the blame was banded out he 
wasn't there. When his ministers signed papers 
to let innocent businessmen go to jail for sell- 
ing arms to Iraq, be wasn’t there either, not 
him. Honest John was Slippery John. Sleaze? 
He knew nothing. Unsavpury funds for his 
parly? No one told him. Sacrifice Britain’s 
interests abroad for the sake of appeasing the 
lunatic right? Of course 'not. Whip up dan- 
gerous Europhobia in the electorate in the vain 
. hope of victory? That’s politics. But it was he 
who took us into the ERM, and he who fell so 
ignominious^ out of it: he never could dodge 
that mighty knock-out blow, and his poll rat- 
ings never recovered. 

No, he wasn't Honest John, or Mr Nice Guy, 
but he was lucky. And despite his lumbering 
verbal infelicity, he had the footwork of a 
mountain goat Only the deep rift in his party 
kept him in office, dividing and rilling. Stand- 
ing with a foot on either side of a widening 
crevasse is a well-known posture for retaining 
power - each side bating him a little less than 


Polly 

Toynbee 


nous role for the history books, 
as Harold Wilson's reputation 
shows. There will be predous lit- 
tle sentimentalising at bis wake. 

The past six weeks have been 
a long deathwatefa. The grey 
man pinned his hopes cut mak- 
ing the people Jove him: instead 
he has been stripped bare, with 
the polls hardly nudging since 
the first day. 

Why? Because in the end the 
cameras do not lie. Night after 
night wc have seen him and his 


party flounder in the harsh riarc 
. Anuvot- 


of the television lights, 
ers have not liked what they have 
mu/tit 


Grey, hollow 
and lacking 
in vision till 
the end- 
history will 
not be kind 
to the 
Prime 
Minister 
after his six 
years in 
power 


the enemy. Butit is neither a dignified nor glo- 


seen: a party riven hya multitude 
of candidates bribed by a busi- 
nessman to disobey their leaders 
/and print their own rebellious 
anti-European manifestos. A 
leader who could not escape 18 
years of hlame for everything 
anyone thinks is wrong with any- 
thing. A leader who embraced 
sleaze personified when he 
endorsed Neil Hamilton. And 
Labour’s well-aimed hammer 
blows of 22 Thx Rises prevented 
any last chance of another Dou- 
ble Whammy fight-back. The 
man never stood a chance. 

If the evil that men do lives 
after them, the charges against 
Major are legion: the deepening 
divide between the poor and the 
rest, the galloping greed of the 
rich, the odour of corruption in 
the air and the humiliation he 
has inflicted on us by his behav- 
iour abroad. 

But lest we inter the shreds of 
good with his bones, there was 
one moment in the campaign - 
only one - when John Major 
reached for something better, a 
rare and tantalising glimpse of the leader some 
of us once thought he could be. It was that day 
in mid-campaign when at last be faced down 
his own revolting candidates and pul as neat 
and eloquent a case as anyone has ever made 
for why we might want to join the single cur- 
rency. It was an act of bravery, firmness and, 
yes, a little passion - all the things his leader- 
ship has lacked. Now. at (his eleventh hour, 
would the man come into his own? No, it was 
only the flash of a firecracker, not the kindling 
of a fire. But it was a sad reminder that in his 
very first days there was a chance that he might 
become the great healer of Thatcherite abra- 
sions. a good manager, a good European, the 
classless one-nation leader who now sounds so 
hollow. 

For Labour, the dark years are over. Even 
now Prince Hal is casting off the shabby and 
un princely clothes required for fighting gen- 
eral elections. Early tomorrow rooming he wfll 
step out in his true guise into a world that is 
his oyster. He can be anything that he wants 
to be, and now we wait to see what that is. He 
travels so light, with a majority so great, that 
he has no excuse for failing. 

How easy it should be for him to shine over 
the bleached bones of this dead regime. How 
easy to eclipse John Major in an instant, our 
nndear deported leaden “The Lord gave and 
the Lord hath taken away: blessed is the name 
of the Lord." 





The old-school Thai who 
left US babes lusting 
after a royal Etonian 
studrrmffin 



t is surprising to find that Eton College - 
*iat citadel of all things modem, go-abeac 
ad cutting-edge -has no web ate to call 

• T^p itnt o oitrantir 


M. an n cuumg-w^ — -7 

its own on the Internet. Ir’s got a giganne 
computer network, sure, and the capacity to 
e-mail the rest of the world, but no actual 
database of fatts V info about toe nation s 
most famous school. So it must have been 
ouite a shock when one of the computer beaks, 
amimH the elobe the other 


beaks discovered the existence of 
Wtin’s web, but rather than hit the 


roof, they approved of it. With 
' e phlegm, 


in 


if; 



-• day, discovered the existence oisumeum 
called “The Unofficial Eton Web Page . 
Anther enquiries revealed a tale oi 
ESSESL lost and transatlantic mtngue. 
SEKEtaS been, establish*^ the college 
discovered, in Los Angeles by a 33 -year-old 

' Americanised Thai former malMmnfc called 

Wtin, who developed an obsession about Eton 
S?, God, a memoff of 

. hfeamoag tSe boaters, fives courts, 

! whose 

Kid of reckless good ^ “£ e 

data* as y . f r t beloved alma mater, 

# Tic" *^$35*^* Eton 

wrth 'rf.otn &e 
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remarkable phlegm, they even 
contacted Wtin tocorreci a few factual 
errors. But then they discovered something 
of which they simply could not approve. 

On you guess? It was the Comment page 
of toe web rite, where e-mails arrive from 
all over toe world. And an embarrassing 
number of American ones bore the same 
message: *T want to shag Prince WUHani”. 
Ever since a picture of toe Prince of Wes's 
elder sou had been included on one of toe 
web pages, toe female college population of 
California had gone into a collective frenzy. 
“How," one gin wrote with a trace of - 
. desperation, “can I get into his class?” 

It was too much tor Eton. They 
Contacted Wtin. Look hcre^ old boy, 
they said. Won't do. Bit near the 
knuckle. Bit infra dig. Can't have gels 
from the dominions expressm’ interest in 13- 
year-old royalty. Close down that hit, would 
yqu, there’s a good fellow. . . And amazingly, 
the old-school Thai did just that - leaving 
hordes of lust-crazed American babes 
frantically contacting any Old Etonians with 
an e-mail address, asking for news of their 
hero. I’ve a print-out of one such 
communication in front of me. “Hew can 1 
get in touch with Prince William?” it 
breathes. “He’s such a stud-muffin." 


T he territory 

uncharted, but the 
maps are pretty 
moth-eaten. if 
Labour wins tonight, 
Tonv Blair will be only toe sec- 
ond Labour leader since 
Clement Alike io win a general 
election. And unlike either 
Harold Wilson or Attlee he will 
know nothing of Cabinet gov- 
ernment from the inside. Yet by 
toe end of tomorrow he will 
have laid down toe essential 
building blocks of an adminis- 
tration likely, if the polls are 
anything to go by, to lad well 
into the next century. 

A Labour win will be a func- 
tion of Blair’s leadership and 
transformation of a party that 
it had been possible to doubt 
would ever win an election 
again. No leader has ever, at 
least in opposition, put his or 
her personal stamp on a party 
in the way he has. The question 
now is. can he run the country 
as firmly and distinctively? 

This will depend on many 
things, among them the Cabi- 
net he appoints immediately, 
how he can make toe machin- 
ery of government work for 
him. and his own will for 
change and radicalism. 

The Cabinet first. In theory, 
at least, Blair feces one con- 
straint that would have 
appalled Attlee or Wilson: a 
crazy party rule which pre- 
scribes that the elected mem- 
bers of toe Shadow Cabinet are 
appointed to toe Cabinet. 
Crazy, because even when it 
was introduced during the high 
tide of Bennism in toe early 
1980s the Shadow Cabinet had 
only 12 members, leaving any 
prime minister the absolute 
right to choose over half his 
Cabinet. Now the elected mem- 
bers, plus all the ex-officio posts, 
including Leader and Deputy 
Leader, come to 27, and there 
are only 22 paid Cabinet posts. 
So some thing will have to give. 
Shadow Cabinet members will 
all be offered posts but it just 
isn't credible to assume they 
will all be in toe Cabinet. 

Jf ibere is a victoiy, Gordon 
Brown (Chancellor), Robin 
Cook (Fbreign Office) and 
John Prescott (probably Envi- 
ronment and Transport as well 
as Deputy Prime Minister) are 
likely to be appointed tomor- 
row. Prescott has won massive 
brownie points for loyalty and 
energy in the election cam- 
paign, so the foregoing are 
shaping up like a possible “Big 
Four" of a Labour government 
Jack Straw will be confirmed 
as Home Secretary, David 
Blunkett will go to Education. 
Margaret Beckett, now indis- 
putably a big player, will prob- 


by Donald Maeintyre 



servant rather than a politico by 
trade, and hoiked in the British 


Embassy in Washington when 
he was recruited by Blair. And 
there is nothing in writing to 
stor L ! - 


lair’s view is that toe qual- 


ity, energy and trustworthiness 
of toe people around him is 


ably also be confirmed at Trade 
and Industry. Mo Mowlam is 
set for Northern Ireland 
Beyond that it isn’t easy to be 
certain: Alistair Darting, a cam- 
paign star and an unelected 
member of toe Shadow Cabi- 
net, looks likely be is toe Cab- 
inet Donald Dewar could well 
become Scottish Secretary, 
charged with toe massive task 
of seeing through the Devolu- 
tion Bill, with the present 
incumbent, George Robertson, 
a candidate for Defence. 
Despite reports to toe con- 
trary, Clare Short may be safe 
with Cabinet responsibility for 
international development 
The Welshman Paul Murphy 
is heavily tipped for toe Minis- 
ter of State role currently taken 
in toe political Northern Ire- 
land talks. Peter Mandelson 
has delivered what looks - 
pending a result - like a hugely 
successful election campaign. 
But he won’t be in toe Cabinet, 


and won’t be a ministerial 
“chief of staff". He will be a 
Minister of State - possibly 
under Cook, or elsewhere. The 
one certainty is that there will 
be no ideological bloodbath. 

So how does Blair impose 
himself, and a collective strat- 
egy, on a government full of 
potentially waning ministers 
fighting turf wars? Semi-insti- 
tutionalisation of an inner 
group drawn from among the 
Friday appointees would help. 
There might be areas they 
would find it difficult to agree; 
but once they had, it wouldn’t 
be difficult to impose such an 
agreement on toe rest of the 
Cabinet. Also, giving Blair’s 
mentor, toe Lord Chancellor, 
Lord Irvine, chairmanship of 
key Cabinet committees would 
ensure that a deeply trusted 
lieutenant was there to enforce 
the Prime Minister's wilL 

But ministers are only part of 
the story. Expect muffled 


DAVE HOSE 

squeals from toe Civil Service 
when Jonathan Powell is con- 
firmed as principal private sec- 
retary to toe Prime Minister, 
replacing Alex Allan, who is 
likely to depart pretty swiftly for 
Australia as High Commis- 
sioner. Like Alastair Camp- 
bell who will be toe PM’s press 
secretary, Powell will be com- 
ing in as a political appointee. 

But private secretaries, 
unlike press secretaries have 
always previously come from 
inside the Civil Service. 
(William Q ark, Macmillan’s 


press secretary, and Joe Haines, 
edfor 


who worked for Harold Wilson, 
both came from outside toe 
Civil Service.) And this is a key 
job: Powell will be an unrivalled 
gatekeeper to the PM. His big 
brother, Charles, wielded huge 
influence on Margaret 
Thatcher's behalf, and he was 
technically only the No 2. How- 
ever, toe squeals may be quite 
short-lived. Powell is a civil 


more important than toe 
machinciy itself. Nevertheless, 
there has been one strong hint 
of a possible change. 

The book The Blair Revolu- 
tion, which Mandelson pub- 
lished last year with Roger Lid- 
dle, drew attention first to toe 
need for the Treasury to have 
a broader role “than merely 
carving uppublic expenditure". 
Which under Brown it will cer- 
tainty have. It also drew atten- 
tion to the feet that while No 10 

- “a town house rather than a 
stately home" - could only 
accommodate a small staff, 
through toe green baize door is 
the Cabinet Office, which he 
implied should be more at toe 
disposal of toe Prime Minister. 
“The Cabinet Office should be 
more akin to toe department of 
toe Prime Minister and Cabinet 
... acting more in future like a 
policy-making permanent sec- 
retary than as a business man- 
ager and minute-taker." 

Sir Robin Butler - who irri- 
tated Blair's office by an over- 
zealous briefing this week on 
toe mechanics of a government 
handover - is due for retire- 
ment as Cabinet Secretary by 
next year. When he is replaced 

- Andrew TUrnbull at the 
Department of Environment 
is one of several possible can- 
didates - the role of toe Cabi- 
net Office could be changed. 

Even strong prime ministers 
find it difficult from time to 
time to impose their will on 
government. In his bookontbe 
British constitution, Ferdinand 
Mount, who was head of Mar- 
garet Thatcher’s Policy Unit in 
toe early 1980s, complains that 
it was an uphill struggle even 
for her. But Blair hasn’t come 
this far to let his project be dis- 
sipated in Whitehall backbiting. 

It looks as if the electorate 
has been utterly unimpressed by 
complaints about New Labour's 
lade of government experience. 
Perhaps, after all, if Blair had 
been born a Labour insider'he 
wouldn’t have even attempted 
what he has succeeded in doing 


to toe party. His wfll isn’t exactly 
indoubt Alt' 


. Attlee was a long-time 
member of the wartime politi- 
cal establishment when he 
became prime minister; Wilson 
had been a civil servant as well 
as a Cabinet minister. It may be 
a more positive advantage than 
anyone expects for Blair to have 
been neither. 



away from toe Member’s Lawn 
where we stood but, hope as we 
might, no trace of gibbon, chimp 
or mandrill interrupted the to- 
ing and fro-ing of literary types. 
Across toe patio steps, demure 
waitresses carried canape- 
trays full of mini-pizzas, 
tiny samosas and lines of 
amphetamine sulphate - 
no, all right, I made that 
up. But everywhere you 
went, people were 
making awful jokes 
about planes, 
lavatories, heroin 
(“You mean this is a 
Bring Your Own Drugs 
parly?” a woman asked 
beside me. “Shouldn’t 
they have said that on 
toe invite?") and Brian 
Mawhinney, who 
shopped Wfll Self to 
the police. “Is Brian 
Mawhinney pompous or 
sanctim onious?" asked John 
McVicar, toe former 
desperado, “1 rather think 
toe latter". When nor 
conversing like a rural dean, - 
McVicar evinces a nicely old- 
fashioned line in hatred, 
especially for the* hectoring 
delivery of politicians (most 
especially toe way Tbny 
Blair says “Look..."). This 
being the first al fresco 
launch party of the year, 
there were babies 
everywhere, most notably 
Ms Fernanda Amis (six 
months, cupid-bow mouth) 


people and journalists for a while. When 
toasted by his publisher, Liz Calder, he 
brandished a copy of toe book and said, “This 
is a moral tract without a concision. Work it 
out for yourselves, cunts." It’s puzzling to 
watch this intelligent and charming man 
displaying toe conviction that he absolutely 
must live up to toe image that toe world and 
his own career have imposed on him. 


L ast night saw toe most controversial bit 
of Coming Out on American screens 
since the arrival of Rosemary’s Satanic 
Baby. It was the moment in EUen, the weekly 


comedy series, when toe eponymous heroine 
world to 


suddenly revealed to the world that she was a 
lesbian. Everyone in America has known 
about this revelation for several months; it has 
been in all toe papers and debated briskly on 
talk shows. In feet it’s such a non-revelation 
• that ABC, toe television company responsible, 
had to bolster the episode by pulling in a 
handful of extra stars (Oprah Winfrey, Demi 
Moore, kd lang) to guarantee healthy viewing 
figures. What’s more interesting than the 
sexual orientation of toe leading lady, 
however, is toe argy-bargy in the advertising 
world. According to toe Wall Street Journal, 
toe major car companies which would 
normally advertise in this slot have been 
fleeing Uke rabbits before any mention of the 
L-word. Chrysler, who took the commercial 
dot in previous episodes of Ellen , said they 
wanted to avoid a “highly polarised or 
emotional environment", poor darlings; 
General Motors wouldn’t touch it with a 10- . 
foot steering column; Ford made a handbrake 
turn and skedaddled. 


who slumbered throughout 
ilefaer 


»"p*ie first thing to say about Will Self s - 
f I book launch is that there weren’t any 
1 primates there. The novel is called Great 
Apes, the party venue was Regent’s Park zoo, 
the Monkey House is hardly a baqana-throw 


the proceedings while 
parents Martin and Isabel 
held court under the trees. Lisa St Aubin de 
Tferan, popularly known as Lisa St fencras de 
Traincrash, was there, and Ian McEwan, and 
Ed Victor the super-agent, and Cyril 
Connolly's daughter Cressida, and Ian 
Hargreaves in his Cosa Nostra black shirt, and 
Maureen Freely and Hugo Williams and Joan 
Smith ... David Reynolds of Bloomsbury 
(publisher of Great Apes) was ecstatic about 
his recent acquisition of a cache of 2(1000 
letters written by Hunter S Thompson, king of 
gonzo journalism and Will Self’s spiritual 
godfather. The author himself, six-foot-five in 
a serious suit, loped about looking as though, 
on the whole, he’d had enough of media 


T hen Volkswagen stepped in. Not only 
would they accept toe dodgy hinterland 
between the lesbian outpourings, they 
said, they would take the opportunity to unveil 
a new advertisement. And now the whole 
universe of American cnlture-watchersare 
pondering what it means. The advert, for a 
VW GolfGL, shows two laid-back gays at 
traffic lights, spotting an abandoned old 
armchair. One of them likes it, stows it in the 
back of the Golf and they drive off again. 
Further on, they discover it's horribty smelly. 
They stop, dump it and drive off. That’s it 
Does it have some sty association with Ellen’s 
discovery? Are the two chaps gay? Is the 
battered armchair a symbol of domesticity, to 
be embraced and then discarded? Or is it an 
image of sexual experiment, to be tried out 
(so warm, so squishy, so tufty, so apparently 
familiar) but found wanting? Only a Media 
Studies seminar at Berkeley could straighten 
this one out. 



Will you support us? 


The Royal College of Physicians sets die standards 
and controls the quality of medical practice in hospitals 
throughout England, Wales and Northern IrelancL 


Research plays a vital part in this work. Not laboratory 
research - but research that evaluates the most effective 
ways of caring for patients. 


□ Such as how to maximize the quality of 
life for those sick with cancer. 


□ Or how best to provide sensitive long 
term care for older people. 


□ Or what guidelines should be laid down 
for the best management of asthma. 


Funding this never ending programme is a real problem. 
We rely on the donations, gifts and legacies of 
generous supporters to augment onr independent 
income. Only in this way can we continue to seek out 
new and better methods of caring for patients in hospital. 


Will you help us to intpmv the am of patienb by 
making a contribution to one of our research projects? 
Hr will gladly said you details. 


Write to the Appeal Director 
or Telephone 0171 935 1174. 
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ROWU. COLLEGE OF PHYSICIANS 
1 1 St AndWN Ploea, London NW1 4l£ 
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Formula One flotation plans stalled 



WBchael Harrison 

Benue Ecdestone has post- 
poocd plans to float his Formula 
One Grand Prix ihotor racing 
business in London and New 
York this summer and has in- 
structed his advisers to examine 
the alternative of a private sale. 

There are also doubts about 
the fZ5bn price tag put on the 
business when the flotation 
plans first surfaced two months 
ago. The sale, if it happens, is 
expected to put a significantly 
lower value on Formula One. 


Mr Ecclestone does not intend 
to dispose of a controlling stake 
in the business. 

The odds on Formula One 
being sold this calendar year are 
now reckoned to be even. Al- 
though flotation is still a can- 
didate, the odds are said to be 
no more than 50:50 on a pub- 
lic offering as opposed lo a pub- 
lic sale. 

Part of the problem is tuning 
and part of the problem is the 
fierce resistance to a flotation 
being encountered among a 
handful of the Grand Prix con- 


structors, led by the Williams 
team. 

Mr Ecclestone owns Formula 
One, which has the television 
rights to the 16 grand prix held 
each year and beamed to an au- 
dience of 400 million viewers. 
But the teams point out that 
Formula One would be nothing 
without their participation and 
are said to be pressing for a 
large slice of the action when Mr 
Ecclestone cashes up. 

Were flotation to remain an 
option this side of the summer 
break, then Mr Ecclestone and 


his financial advisers, the US in- 
vestment bank Salomons, 
would need'to press the button 
in the next week for there to be 
time to brief analysts, get re- 
search reports written and cir- 
culated, publish a prospectus 
and take Formula One on a 
roadshow of institutional in- 
vestors on both sides of the At- 
lantic. 

That means a flotation is 
now unlikely to take place un- 
til the autumn at the earliest. 
Meanwhile, the option of a 
trade sale is being gwen serious 


consideration. Large numbers 
of interested parties, ranging 
from media companies to 
wealthy individuals, have ex- 
pressed an interest in buying a 
stake in Formula One. 

Mr Ecclestone is thought to 
have repaired the rift with the 
three teams yet to sign up to the 
so-called Concorde agreement 
under which the constructors 
get a share of the television rev- 
enues generated by Formula 
One. Williams, Benetton and 
Tyrell had been refusing to 
agree terms but Mr Ecclestone 


is thought to have offered them 
more money without disadvan- 
taging the other teams who 
have signed up. 

However, they remain deeply 
unhappy ai theprospect of Mr 
Ecclestone becoming a billion- 
aire from any flotation. 

Constructors are thought to 
be insisting they should emerge 
with the bulk of the share after 
the float. 

“They' are unhappy with the 
set-up. full stop. They just th in k 
the balance is all wrong here. No 
one is disputing Bemie's con- 


tribution to raising Formula 
One's public image, blit that 
does not give him the right to 
to come away with most of the 
spoils, 7 " said one observer. 

Formula One is one of sev- 
eral Ecdestone companies con- 
nected with the sport and earns 
huge, though undisclosed, rev- 
enues from the 16 yearly tele- 
vised races. These are set to rise 
dramatically with the advent of 
digital pay-television. 

In Germany, Mr Ecclestone’s 
company has already done a 
rights deal with the DF1 chan- 


nel which wQl enable viewers to 
select their own camera angle 
from the cars, using equipment 
which is manufactured by an- 
other Ecdestone company. For- 
mula One Promotions. 

The prize, expected to be con- 

tinned later tins year, will be a 
formal pay-per-view alliance 
with BSkyB. 

Mr Ecclestone began to ex- 
ert his influence oh Grand Prix 
racing in the late 1970s buying 
the now defunct Brabham 
team. 

Comment, page 25 


Co-op affair claims 
Hambros victim 


Tom Stevenson 
and Nigel Cope 


Peter Large, the Hambros cor- 
porate financier at the heart of 
the failed £1.2bn takeover bid 
by Andrew Regan for the Co- 
operative Wholesale Society, 
has asked to stand down from 
the bank while his role is In- 
vestigated by solicitors Norton 
Rose. A report on the affair, 
commissioned by Hambros 
after discussions over the week- 
end with the Bank of England, 
is now expected to be pushed 
through by the end of the 
month. 

Hambros said yesterday it 
had “agreed to a request from 
Mr Peter Large to be relieved 
of his executive responsibilities 
for the time being to enable him 
to concentrate upon giving full 
attention to the inquiry being 
undertaken by Norton Rose". 

The withdrawal of Mr Large- 
which Hambros denied wasa sus- 
pension of the banker, was part 
of the continuing fall-out from the 
Co-op affair which saw attention 
turning to the role of Schraders 
in the attempted takeover and the 
liquidation of Galileo, the vehicle 
set up for the bid. 

Schraders yesterday admitted 
that three of" its fund’managcrs 
bought shares worth £11.000 in 
Lanica Trust on their own per- 
sonal accounts last November, 
a month before its own small- 
er company funds made an in- 
vestment in Mr Regan's 
Guernsey-based investment 
trusL The bank said it was en- 
tirely happy that the three had 
acted properly in their dealings 
and denied rumours circulating 
in the City yesterday that it bad 
suspended a fund manager. 

Imro, the investment man- 
agement regulator, would not 
confirm whether it had started 
an inquiry into the dealings. 


Schrodeis admitted the deal- 
ings in a letter to its institutional 
investment clients citing the 
“considerable amount of press 
coverage'’ of the CWS bid, 
some of which had mentioned 
Schraders as being an investor 
in Galileo. The bank said it 
deplored the use of any “illegal 
or improper practices", adding 
it was unhappy its name had 
been associated with such prac- 
tices in anyway. 

It added thau “At no time, 
either then or subsequently, has 
Schraders seen any confidential 
CWS documents." Last week a 
list of 17 companies, including 


£ At no time, 
either then 
or subsequently, 
has Schroders 
seen any 
confidential 
CWS 

documents 9 


Goldman Sachs. Hambros, 
Jupiter International, Lloyds 
Bank Registrars, Nomura, Price 
Waterhouse, Societe General, 
UBS and JP Morgan were 
named in court as having 
received leaked documents. 

News of the dealings emerged 
as Galileo, the vehicle set up by 
Mr Regan, was put into volun- 
tary liquidation by its share- 
holders. Lanica, Schroders, 
stockbroker Killik & Co and the 
fund manager. Jupiter Interna- 
tional. According to Jason Elies, 
a partner of Ernst & Young, the 
liquidator, Galileo's creditors. 


mainly its professional advisers, 
will be repaid in full the 
they are owed. There will also 
be an unspecified return to 
Galileo's shareholders, who 
invested £9.6m to cover the 
due diligence costs of the failed 
£1.2bn bid. Individual share- 
holders mdude David Evans, the 
Tory MP for Welwyn Hatfield. 
It is thought that the £600,000 
invested in Galileo by Lanica 
Trust will not be returned. 

However, the Co-operative 
Wholesale Society still intends 
to pursue Galileo for damages. 
A spokesman said: “The CWS 
intends to register its interest 
with Ernst & Young and will be 
lodging a contingency claim 
with them as creditors. The 
Galileo decision to go into 
insolvent liquidation is not 
surprising." 

A spokesman for Schroders 
confirmed that one of the fund 
managers who had dealt on 
their own account was Andrew 
Brough but declined to name 
the other two. He said they had 
complied with internal rules 
regarding share dealings, buy- 
ing their shares through the firm 
and then notifying directors of 
Schroders Investment Man- 
agement once it became dear 
that the funds they managed 
were likely to make an invest- 
ment. The acquisition of 
115,000 shares in Lanica was ap- 
proved by an independent 
group of Schroders directors. 

At Hambros. the Norton 
Rose investigation is expected 
to focus on when details of the 
deal were passed on to Sir 
Chips Keswidc, the chairman of 
Hambros who wrote to CWS 
chief executive Graham Mel- 
moth on Monday 21 April de- 
fending the bank's relationship 
with Mr Regan before per- 
forming an embarrassing volte- 
face just one week later. 



Boosey stake « 
sale threatens 
independence 


Tom Stevenson 

Financial Editor 


Boosey & Hawkess indepen- 
dence was thrown into doubt 
yesterday after its largest share- 
holder, the American Carl 
Fischer music publishing group, 
said it had put itself up for sale. 
Under Takeover Panel rules, 
any single offer for Fischer, 
which controls 45 -3 per cent of 
Boosey’s shares, would trigger a 
full bid for the British music pub- 
lisher and instrument maker. 

Fischer, which bought into 
Boosey in 1965 and has seen the 
value of its investment grow 
seventeen-fold in the mean- 
time, is understood to have 
taken the decision to cash in its 
shareholding following the re- 
tirement of Hayden Connor, a 
family member, as chairman of 
Boosey. At yesterday s closing 
share price of 822p, up 30p, 
Fischer’s stake would be worth 
almost £8Dm. 

Although Fischer has in- 
structed its financial adviser. 
Credit Suisse First Boston, to try 
to maximise proceeds by find- 
ing a single buyer for the whole 
company, including the Boosey 
holding, it is thought equally 
likely that it will end up piking 
the shares with a range of in- 
stitutional investors. 

That option, Boosey’s pre- 
ferred outcome, would improve 
the liquidity of its tightly held 
shares and maintain its inde- 
pendent stock market listing. 

Boosey has been one of the 
stock market's biggest success 
stories over the past 10 years, 
with the value of its shares 
multiplying eightfold during 
that period on the back of 
rapidly growing profits from its 
ins trumeot-m along operations 
and royalties from its strong 


catalogue of serious music com- 
posers, including Stravinsky, 
Bart ok and Delius. Its sax reeds 
have been used by such jazz 
greats as Charlie Parker as well 
as musicians more renowned for 
Other achievements, such as 
President B31 Clinton. 

As a result of that rapid 
growth, the company’s shares 
are highly rated which it is 
thought might discourage 
potential buyers for the whole 
business. 

On a forward rating of 24 . 
limes earnings, the shares 



discount much of the company's 
growth potential and any bid- 
der may be unwilling to pay 
another premium for control. 

Within instrument manufac- 
turers possible bidders include 
Yamaha of Japan, which 
although it is the world leader 
has tended to concentrate on 
cheaper instruments than 
Boosey specialises in, and Stein- 
way. The publishing interests 
might be attractive to a range 
of buyers, including EMI. 

Last month, Boosey an- ^ • 
□ounced a 25 per cent jump in ? 
pre-tax profits to £7.7m for the 
year to December. 


London house prices surpass 1989 peak 


Diane Coyle 

Economics Editor 


Prices in many areas of central 
London have passed the peak 
they set in 19S9, Nationwide 
Building Society said yesterday. 
House prices nationally rose for 
the fourth month mim ing in 
April, with the North-South 
gap widening further. 

Philip Sanderson, head of 
research, said a shortage of 
homes coming on to the mar- 
ket was driving prices up. 
Several buyers were competing 
for any suitable property. 

The election campaign had 
slightly dampened the level of 
housing market activity, but 
the property drought was most 
to blame for the How level of 
transactions. 

In its latest regional analysis. 
Nationwide reported that house 
prices in Greater London had 
climbed 20.6 per cent in the year 
to the first quarter to an aver- 
age of £85,37S. This compared 
with a national average in- 
crease of 8.6 per cent and a de- 
cline of 0.5 per cent in Scotland. 


Separate official figures 
showed the number of repos- 
sessions fell ro the lowest level 
since late 1989 in the first quar- 
ter of this year - down 27 per 
cent, with 14.S69 properties re- 
possessed by lenders. 

Mr Sanderson said: “As yet 
there are few signs the rest of 
the country will see the strong 


Davis Usbome 

New York 


The US economj grewat an as- 
tonishing 5.6 per cent hi the 
first quarter of this year, fuelled 
notably by a near-doubling in 
the rate of spending growth fay 
consumers and a surge in busi- 
ness inventory build-up. 

The figures far exceeded ex- 
pectations on Wall Street - 
something near 4 percent had 
been forecast - and represent- 
ed the highest rate of econom- 
ic expansion in the US for more 
than niue years. It also showed 


price gains recently recorded in 
the South-east." Higher prices 
would eventually tempt more 
sellers into the market, but it 
was difficult to predict when. 

The national index increased 
0.4 per cent in April, with the 
average house price up to 
£57,406. This took the year on 
year change down from 9.7 per 


a strong acceleration since the 
last quarter of last year when 
growth hit 3,8 per cent 

“Job growth is good. Real in- 
come is rising. Sentiment is 
high. Unemployment is the 
lowest in years. Times are good 
for American consumers," com- 
mented Allen Sinai, economist 
at Prhnark Decision Economics. 

The data is bound to rekindle 
Fears of overheating of the 
economy and a return of infla- 
tion. It will also strengthen the 
ramp that believes another in- 
terest rate rise is inevitable. But 
after retreating mildly m the 


cent in March to 8.9 per cent 
The Halifax's house price index, 
due today, is likely to show a 
similar April increase, although 
it is recording a somewhat lower 
annual inflation rate. Halifax fig- 
ures have also been showing 
prices rising faster in London 
than anywhere else. 

The report commented that 


wake of the report’s release, 
both bond prices and equities 
began once more to pick up in 
New York yesterday. 

By midday, the Dow Jones in- 
dustrial average was up by 
around 70 points, building on 
the remarkable 179-point gain 
achieved on Tuesday 

Investors may be troubled, 
however, fay hints of inflation- 
ary dangers in yesterday’s GDP 
growth report. The key price 
measure showed an advance of 
2.7 per cent for the quartet; the 
strongest rise seen since the 
first quarter of 1995. 


first-time buyers in London 
were being forced to move 
downmarket because of the 
jump in prices - something 
that might start to improve the 
saleability of property at the bot- 
tom end of the market 

Mortgage lenders are keen to 
downplay the idea that there is 
a housing boom. Reacting to 
Bank of England figures earli- 
er in the week showing a slight 
dip in new lending in March, the 
Council of Mortgage Lenders 
said this proved the housing 
market recovery was steady 
rather than booming. 

The lenders' argument that 
the housing recovery is not 
heading for a boom because it 
is patchy is unlikely to entirely 
convince those economists who 
think it is stoking up inflation- 
ary pressure. 

The latest figures for na- 
tional income by region show 
the West Midlands was the 
fastest-growing part of the UK 
during the 1990s. 

GDP per capita was highest 
in Greater London in 1995, at 
£11503. 


US growth highest for nine years 


BAT urged to speak out 
over US insurance cover 


Magnus Grhwond 


BAT Industries is facing criti- 
cism from one of its institutional 
shareholders for its failure to 
comment on a claim that the 
potentially enormous legal 
claims resulting from its tobacco 
activities are substantially cov- 
ered by insurance. 

Neil Woodford of Perpetual, 
the Heniey-based investment 
group with a £120m invest- 
ment in the group, yesterday 
called on Martin Broughton, 
chief executive, to clarify the 
issue following a report last 
week by Schroder Securities 
suggesting “comprehensive 
general liability insurance cov- 
erage probably exists for a va- 
riety of tobacco-related claims’’. 

A S300bn (£lS5bn), 25-year 
deal to settle claims made by 
state governments and personal 
injury litigants has recently 
been mooted in the US. But it 
bad been thought the tobacco 


companies would have to bear 
the full cost as calls on general 
liability insurance policies had 
been excluded by the wording 
of the contracts. 

But Mr Woodford said there 
were clear historic precedents 
from cases involving pollution 
that attempts by insurance com- 
panies to write comprehensive 
exclusion clauses into policies 
were not always upheld by the 
courts. 

“The perception of the in- 
vestment community is that 
there is an enormous black 
hole in relation to tobacco lia- 
bilities. The question I want to 
know is how much Insurance 
coverage there is in place to 
cover a hit from product liabil- 
ity claims? I believe JBATs] 
shares are substantially under- 
valued. 1 believe there is a lot 
more the company could do to 
realise that undervaluation,” 
he said. 

But his demands, at an ana- 


lysts' presentation of BAT’S 
first-quarter results, fell on deaf 
ears yesterday. Mr Broughton 
described the issue as “a highly 
complex subject, both factually 
and legally". 

Both the types of cases and 
the issues vary from state to 
state, involves many different in- 
surers, over many years and with 
different wording in each. 

“In typical US fashion, it is 
certain to require litigation to 
clarify that and I do not want to 
prejudice our position by com- 
menting further on. that." 

The comments came as BAT 
reported that pre-tax profits just 
crept ahead to £ 591 m mthe first 
three months of the year, from 
£590m before. Mr Brough toa 
said the group was still inter- 
ested in an acquisition to boost 
its financial services business in 
the independent financial in- 
termediaries market, but noth- 
ing was imminent. 

Investment column, page 26 
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White House pushes 
for tobacco talks 


The White House was last night 
due to resume talks attempting 
to hammer out an aJJ-indus/ve 
$300bn (£185bn) settlement of 
tobacco litigation in the US. 

A spokesman said Bruce Lind- 
sey, a Presidential aide, had 
scheduled “several, multiple to- 
bacco-related meetings” that 
would focus on last week's US 
district court ruling that the 
government could regulate to- 
bacco sales and marketing, but 
not promotion and advertising. 
President Bill Clinton has already 
said he will appeal against the 
limits on government regulato- 
ry powers imposed by the court. 


Meanwhile, a Mississippi 
state judge in a $ 650 m smoking- 
reJated death case was yester- 
day deciding whether to step 
down following allegation from 
the tobacco industry's lawyers. 

They have complained that 
the defence was not properly 
represented when Judge .Joe 
Landrum twice roetlawyd' 5 for 0 
the pl aintiff. Hie case involves 
the death of Bur) Bu der, a bar- 
ber from Laurel Mississippi, 
whom it is alleged died tom 
“second-hand'’ cigarette smoke 
in his shop. Judge Landrum has 
presided over the case ant* it 
was filed in 1994. , . 
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The key questions about Sir Chips and Regan 




‘Did he know, as 
chief executive of 
Hambros, that the 
bid for the Co-op 
was being 

constructed on the 
basis of stolen 
documents, and 
if he didn't know, 
why not?' 


Chips Keswick hope lo survive 
J-^rher as ^e/ executive of Hambros or 
£ n a J J™"? die Court of the Bank of Eng- 
and . Since the question is being much asked 
noth id and outside the Gty in the wake of 
the Andrew Regan fiasco, it seems ressou- 
ame to try and answer it. The second part 
B ihe easier one to address. Even if the Bank 
ieit minded to get rid of him, it could not 
f °J I lhe fo** being unless he is shown 

to be of lunaiic or unsound mind”, has been 
continuously absent for six months", gone 
banfcrapt or is convicted of an offence. So 
speaks the 1946 Bank of England Act Sir 
LUips may be many things, but lunatic or of 
unsound mind he is not. 

He could, of course, be prevailed upon to 
resign, but even this seems unlikely, at least 
until the outcome of the Norton Rose 
inquiry into Hambros* role in the affair is 
known. While there is a theoretical conflict 
of interest in his position, since the Bank of 
pngland is Hambros' ultimate regulator, this 
is satisfied by virtue of the tael that the Bank 
has accepted that the Norton Rose inquiry 
is for the moment sufficient action. 

If the findings of the investigation arc 
adverse, then plainly Sir Chips’ position at 
the Bank of England would be in jeopardy; 
he would also almost certainly have to go at 
Hambros. As ahravs in these affairs, the key 
questions are; did Sir Chips know, and if he 
didn’t, should he have known? Did he 
know. as chief executive of Hambros, that 
the bid for the Co-op was being constructed 


on the basis of stolen documents, and if he 
didn't know, why not? 

We can only presume that the answer to 
the first question is (hat he didn't know, for 
up until the time of his public apology, Sir 
Chips had repeatedly backed his client and 
said that everything was above board. The 
more intriguing question is whether he 
should have known. Could his apparent fail- 
ure to get to the hottom of these matters in 
any way be considered negligent? This is 
much more difficult territory. It is already 
dear that this is not an open and shut case, 
that although Mr Regan and some imme- 
diate aides knew where the information 
came from, others, some of wham received 
only summaries of what was in the docu- 
ments, did not. 

All these things are matters of fine judge- 
ment. Like the rest of us, Norton Rose is not 
going to find it cow to call. What is certainly 
true is that Sir Chips acted honourably and 
quickly once he realised the full extent of 
what had happened. He deserves some 
credit for that at least. 

What is also certainly tree is that even if 
he emerges reasonably well from the report, 
he, and most of the rest of the Court of the 


Bank of England, arc not going to have their 
ibour. All 18 direc- 


con tracts renewed by Lai 
turs of the Court are government appoint- 
ments. Most of them will find themselves as 
unacceptable to New Labour as they would 
have been to Old. Why, two of them even 
signed the business leaders' open letter to 


the Daily Mail saying Labour couldn't be 
trusted. As their contracts expire, virtually 
all the non execs. Sir Chips included, will be 
deared out, to be replaced by more Labour- 
leaning people. In the absence of lunacy or 
legislation, however, it’s going to take some 
rime. Sir Chips' contract doesn't expire 
until 28 February 2001. 


De Silguy spoke the 
truth about 63 


■p ule B ritannia ! Britannia rules the waves! 
XVBrilons never, never, never shall be ex- 
cluded from the G7! 

As a rallying ay, it leaves a lot to be 
desired. Yet politicians of all flavours rushed 
to condemn Yves-Thibauh de Silguy when 
he suggested that the UK will be squeezed 
out of the inner circle of international eco- 
nomic management after the start of the 
single currency. John Major accused the 
EU's monetary affairs commissioner of 
being “absurd and arrogant”. Tony Blair said 
it was just not going to happen. 

Coming at the urnof an election campaign 
awash with symbols of bulldogs and lions, 
this jingoistic reaction should have come as 
no surprise. But the two party leaders are 
both mistaken. Mr de silguy. although 
French, was neither arrogant nor wrong. The 


club of rich industrial nations, a completely 

live into 


informal grouping, will inevitably evol 
a G3 after the start of the single currency. 


In fact, there is already an inner cabinet 
co nsis tin g of the US, Japan and Germany. 
Theirs are the world's three main reserve 
currencies. When the euro exists, there wl 
be even less need to pay attention to fringe 
currencies like sterling. It will be more 

importam to include Russia -Hkely to be for- 
mally invited to turn tl»G7 into a G8 at this 

summer's summit in Denver, than the UK. 
Or is that going to be a G4 if Canada, Italy 
and the UK are to be left out? 

Bri tain ’s influence will be squeezed from 
below, too, as a growing mnriber of big, newly 
industrialised economies such as Korea, 
China, Brazil and even our former colony, 
India, take their place on the international 
stage. These increasingly important eco- 
nomic powers are already playing a bigger 
rale in the International Monetary Fund and 
the Bank for International Settlements. 
They are likely to want their own G number. 

The veteran City economist Stephen 
Lewis at London Bond Broking points out 
that the geometry of international meetings 
has always been variable. The G7 was a GS 
until the Italians made a big enough fuss 
about hav ing overtaken the British economy 
in size. In practical terms, he argues, it makes 
no difference - the politicians discuss what 
they have to discuss with whoever they want 
or need to on the circuit of international 
meetings. Flag-waving over G7 membership 
will not by itself give the UK influence in the 
inner circle. Mr de Silguy may have been 
unwise to irritate matters yet further in rela- 


tions between Britain and Europe, but he 
speaks the truth and his remarks highlight 
a key element of the debate over monetaiy 
union. If we stay out, well be marginalised, 
not just in Europe, but in the world too. 


Can Ecclestone really 
own this sport? 


TTormula One was always going to be a 
x problematic stock market flotation. Its 
delay raises questions about whether it was 
ever really possible. What is Formula One 
and who actually owns ft? Benue Ecclestone 
is sole owner of the company called Formula 
One, be organises the events, markets them 
and sells the TV rights. But he didn’t invent 


the sport, nor does be own it. 
Without 


ithout the teams, or constructors as they 
are known in the jargon, Formula One would 


be nothing. They, after all, are the people 

aber of 


that stage the crashes. A good numl 
them said, “Over our dead bodies” when 
they first read that Mr Ecclestone was plan- 
ning 10 capitalise on his position through a 
£L5bn stock market flotation. 

Some problems have been overcome, A 
new agreement has been hammered out 
covering division of TV revenue. But this 
hasn't salved the core issue, which is own- 
ership of the sport itself. Over the years Mr 
Ecclestone has built himself a very power- 
ful position within the sport. He certainly 
controls iL But is it really his to sell? 




GKN deal rules 
out bid for Vickers 


Michael Harrison 







GKN, the automotive, industrial 
services and defence group, 
yesterday unveiled an agreed 
£352m takeover of a US sup- 
plier of metal parts for the car. 
home appliance and power tool 
industries. 

The deal is the first big ac- 
quisition since CK Chow took 
over as chief executive from Sir 
David Lees last year and would 
appear to dash hopes of GKN 
making a bid for rival engi- 
neering group Vickers. 

GKN is paying $570m in 
cash for Sinter Metals, which is 
based in Cleveland, Ohio, made 
up of $386m for the equity and 
$£84m for the assumption of 
debt The deal will turn GKN 
into the world's largest suppli- 
er of precision pressed powder 
metal parts with annual sales of 
£327m. ; 

The acquisition will be fund- 
ed from URN’S own resources 
and Mr Chow said he expect- 
ed it to be eamings-enhancing 
iit the first year. 

Sinter Metals is the world's 
largest independent manufac- 
turer of powder metal parts with 


18 production sites in North 
America and Europe employ- 
ing more than 3,O0U people. 

The total market for these 
kind of parts is put at £2.8bn a 
year and growing. They arc in- 
creasingly being substituted for 
forged steel, cast iron and oth- 
er melaJworked parts because 
they are cheaper to produce, 
lighter, stronger and easier to 
press into complex shapes. 

Demand is growing at a rate 
of 11 per cent a year in the US 
and 6 per cent in Europe. 
About 70 per cent of Sinter’s 
output goes into the automotive 
sector. The rest goes into the 
white goods, power tool and 
lawn and garden products in- 
dustry. The US company will be 
combined with GKN’s own 
powder metallurgy interests in 
the UK and Italy, enabling it to 
achieve a global presence. 

GKN said it had received ac- 
ceptances from shareholders 
representing some 43 per cent 
ofSinters stock. The offer is ex- 
pected to close late this month. 

News of the deal lifted GKN 
shares 38p lo a dose of 949p but 
Vickers dropped 3p lo 212p as 
analysis concluded that GKN 


had probably used up too much 
of its firepower buying Sinter. 

GKN had £5 28m in cash re- 
serves at the end of last year 
but faces a $600m settlement 
in the US after a court ruled 
in favour of franchisees of 
GKN exhaust systems which al- 
leged misuse of advertising 
levies by GKN. 

GKN has made a £270m pro- 
vision in its 1996 accounts lo 
cover the potential cost of the 
claim and an appeal is under 
way. 

Although analysts generally 
welcomed the deal there was 
some caution about it increas- 
ing its exposure to a highly cycli- 
cal sector such as the car 
industry when sales were stag- 
nant in mature markets such as 
the US and Europe, leaving 
margins under pressure. 

“One would have thought 
GKN may have wanted to di- 
versify its businesses a little 
and become less cyclical,” said 
one analyst. 

Other than car parts, its main 
businesses are the helicopter 
maker Westland, the CJ lep pal- 
let division and industrial ser- 



vices. 


Big deal: The purchase Is GKN’s largest acquisition since CK Chow took over as chief executive last year 
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Greenhills earns AIM rebuke 


peak' 
tee co- 


The Alternative Investment Market of the London Stock Ex chan ge 
said it bad decided to censure Greenhills because it “failed to 
malm timely and appropriate announcements or disclosures". AIM 

• j .i .i — V JL.i.m, ia nvtQin mfnrmnlinn BflW 



position". It said the lapses were related to the opening, devel 
opment and closing of Thunder Drive, certain agreements and 
matters disclosed in the company’s admission document or which 
were subsequently announced which were not advanced, and the 
financial position of the company. It said the company lodged a 
notice of appeal but then went into receivership and, eventually, 
liquidation and the appeal has not been pursued. AIM said it had 
not censured any of the company's directors and its censure “should 
not be taken as implying criticism of any director's conduct". 


French unemployment declines 


Unemployment in France feU by 4,800 in March, the second 
ntbly decline in succession. There was i 
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moothly decline tn succession, there was a reduction in youth 
unemployment, more than offsetting increases m joblessness 
amongst the c*ver-50s and those out of work for more thana year. 
But the fall was not enough to reduce the jobless rate from its 
post-war high of 12.8 per cent With agns that growth in France 
is picking up, most economists expect further, politically welcome 
redactions m unemployment later this year without ruling out 
the possibility of short-term increases. 

Kvaemer Energy to axe 137 jobs 

Kvaemer Energy said it advised trade union officials, man- 
SSTt and stiff that there wfll be 137 job losses vntbm its 
Sl ower division at Clydebank in Scotland. # Chns 
PacSrd, president of Kvaemer Energy, said: “Continuing m- 

ter company in Oslo. 

Wickes nets £7.5m for continental sale 
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Hiscox moves to oust individual names 


Terry MacaJIster 


Another leading figure at 
Lloyd's of London has applied 
to the insurance market's ruling 
council for permission, to 
remove individual directors 
from his syndicates. 

The move by Robert Hiscox, 
former deputy chairman of 
Lloyd's, comes hard on the 
beets of a similar push to re- 
move names by John Char- 
man, che insurance market's 
deputy chairman. 

' Representatives of names 
are angry about the move by 


Hiscox Syndicates to oust them 
and are worried about the fu- 
ture role of sole traders in the 
300-year-old insurance market. 
The Lloyd’s Names Associa- 


tion Working Party (LNAWP) 
said Mr Hiscox and Mr Cbar- 


said 

man were part of a concerted 


re part i 
effort to rid the insurance mar- 


Mr Hiscox played down the 
significance ox his application, 
saying no decision bad been 
made on whether to buy out the 
names. He wanted approval 
from the Lloyd’s council so his 
managed syndicates, which are 


Kei or its iu,uuu remaining 
names and replace them with 
corporate capital. Chris Stock- 
well, chairman of LNAWP, said: 
“Mr Hiscox said names were 
sheep to be sheared. Now he 
seems intent on giving them 
their final haircuL” 



buyout be 

“We do not want to be hand- 
cuffed. At the moment we have 
no such [buyout] in tenuous, 
but we do uot rule it out in fu- 
ture," said Mr Hiscox, who 
looks after the affairs of syndic 
cates 33, 62S and 52. 


He said he was in two minds 
as to the advantages and dis- 
advantages of names versus 
corporate capital. There were 
savings to be made if the names' 
system of annual ventures was 
abolished and it would be much 
easier to have one major share- 
holder rather than hundreds of 
small ones, he believed. 

But, Mr Hiscox said: “Ulti- 
mately we feel even-handed 
about this. We could run our 
business more cheaply [without 
names] but then we would be 
putting an awful lot of [our] 
money at risk." 


Mr Hiscox said that in his for- 
mer capacity as deputy chair- 
man he had introduced a range 
of policies that greatly benefit- 
ed individual investors: "It was 
the value group which I chaired 
which introduced security of 
tenure for names and pre-emp- 
tion njgbts, which led to the auc- 
tions of Lloyd's capacity.” 

The referents to sheep was 
made in a personal letter to a 
friend, Mr Hiscox said. He was 
quoting someone else and was 
pointing out that some names, 
like other investors, could make 
disastrous personal decisions. 


BA drops 
division 
spin-off 
project 


Michael Harrison 


British Airways yesterday 
scrapped plans to spin off its 
engineering division and sell a 
stake in the business to outside 
investors amid mounting fears 
that it was pushing the concept 
of a “virtual airline" too far. 

Bob Ayliog, BA’s chief ex- 
ecutive, said foe plan to turn 
the engineering department 
into a limited company had 
been postponed until at least 
2000 unless there was a radi- 
cal restructuring of the indus- 
try as a whole. 

A spokesman said that while 
anxieties among the 9,300- 
strong workforce had been a fac- 
tor, BA bad decided to 
postpone the plan because mar- 
ket conditions were not right 

However, BA is pressing 
ahead with a programme to 
streamline the engineering 
diviskxu This wiD involve the sale 
of its wheels and brakes and 
landing gear overhaul units to 
private buyers, the establishment 
of the parts supply operation as 

o F its information technology 
functions and a £2Qm investment 
in a new pneumatics and 
hydraulics workshop. 

'Achieving these improve- 
ments will satisfy our customers 
and allow us to sub-contract less 
aircraft engineering services,” 
said Mr Ayling. “This will pro- 
vide the job security we all 
want. 

“There are no plans at this 
stage to seek buyers for any oth- 
er parts of engineering nor to in- 
vite outside investors in the 
overall business." 

The aim of the business effi- 
ciency programme launched 
last year by BA is to save £lbn 
from its costs. The plan will in- 
volve 5,000 job cuts but BA bas 
pledged to take on a similar 
number of staff in other areas, 
mainly customer services. 


Banks attack 
‘Which’ report 


John Willcock 


Britain's high street banks yes- 
terday mounted a furious pre- 
emptive assault on a report to 
be published today by the Con- 
sumers’ Association that claims 
consumers will get a worse deal 
on mortgages and saving? be- 
cause of tiie spate afbwfdmg so- 
ciety conversioiK. 

The British Bankers’ Associ- 
ation’s pre-emptive strike, en- 
titled Mutuality Myths, claimed 
the Consumers’ Association’s 
conclusions were the “result of 
a toomarrow persjiiective’’. 

Tim Sweeney, director-gen- 
eral of the BBA, raid: “Beware 
the fallacy that competition is 
decreased by building society 
conversions. 77 

The report in Which? mag- 
azine argues that consumers will 
pay higher rates for mortgages 
ana reap lower rates on savings 
from building societies that 
convert to banks because banks 
have to pay dividends to 
shareholders. 

The Consumers* Association 
is alarmed by the conversions of 
the Halifax, Woolwich, Alliance 
& Leicesterand Northern Rock 
building societies this year. 

. It also warns that the ever- 
shrinking mutual sector, beaded 


by Nationwide and Bradford & 
Bingley, could be further 
squeezed by hostile takeovers. 

Although technically diffi- 
cult to implement. Abbey Na- 
tional managed to buy National 
& ProvinaafBuflding Society 18 
months ago against the initial 
opposition of the target's board. 

which? says: ‘'Many people 
are celebrating windfalls from 
building society conversions 
but consumers could end up 
paying dearly for their short- 
term financial gain.” 

The Consumers’ Association 
says the societies which were 
preparing to convert were.al- 
ready charging more for mort- 
gages than those determined to 
stay mutual: “Consumers with 
Nationwide would have paid 
£220 less interest on a £60,000 
loan than with Alliance & 
Leicester over 12 months, £228 
less than with Woolwich and 
£210 less than with Halifax.” 

The BBA fired bade “What- 
ever the fate of the mutuals, 
competition among other prov- 
iders will sustain consumer 
choice. The report’s interest 
rate comparisons are a relatively 
crude measure of performance 
for customers, covering a nar- 
row period and a narrow prod- 
uct range.” 


Market 
at risk, 
warns BG 


British Gas warned 
that the introduction of ful 
competition in the domestic gas 
market next year could be jeop- 
ardised unless the Monopolies 
& Mergers Commission inquiry 
into its pipeline arm TransCo 
gave it long-term regulatory sta- 
bility, writes Michael Harrison. 

The warning came from 
David Varney, chief executive of 
the renamed BG, at the com- 
pany’s annual shareholders 
meeting in Birmingham. The 
company was referred to the 
MMC Iasi October after it re- 
fused to accept price controls 
proposed by the industry regu- 
lator, dare Spottiswoode of Of- 

mW,000 job fosses and a £400m 
cut in annual cash flow. 

The MMCis due to repot by 
foe end of next month, mean- 
ing foe decision on foe future 
of the business will almost cer- 
tainly be taken bys Labour gov- 
ernment. 

Mr \&mey tok! shareholders: 
“It is essential for this MMC in- 
quiry to provide TtansCo with 
long-term regulatory darity and 
stability, which is vital for the 
successful implementation of 
foil domestic competition by foe 
end of 1998.” 
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Summary of Accounts 

lor Ihe year ended 31 December 1996 



Port of London 

Profit and Loss Account 

1996 

1995 

Balance Sheet 

1996 

1995 


£m 

On 


£m 

£m 

Turnover 

28.0 

27 J 

Fixed assets: 



Opcradru; expenditure 

27.1 

26.4 

Tangible assets 

242 

24.7 




Investments: 



Operating {wfii 

0.9 

0.9 

Port of London 



Net interest 

0.7 

0.7 

Properties Ltd Group 

13.4 

14.4 

Dividends receivable 

44 

9.11 

Stock redemption fund 

9.5 

9.4 

Repayment of 




47.1 

485 

Government pants 

(4.4) 

J*3 

Net current asset 

13.0 

112 





60.1 

59.7 

Profit on ordinary 



Creditors: 



- activities before taxation 

1.6' 

1.7 

Amounts falling due after 



Taxation 

- 

(12 

more than one year 






Loans 

102 

102 

Profit for the year 

T.6 

2.0 

Other amounts 

2.8 

3.0 

Transfer to stock 



Reserves: 



redemption fond 

(0.1) 

(OJ) 

Revaluation 

13.4 

14.4 




Stock redemption fond 

9.5 

9.4 

Transfer to profit and 



IWir and kass 

242 

227 

less account reserve 

13 1.7 


60.1 

59.7 




Cash Flow Statement 






Increasc/tdecreaM:} in cash 

2.1 

f*Ll> 


SIR BRIAN SHAW 
Chairman 


DJ. JEFFERY 

Chief Executive 


G.P. ELUS 

Chief financial Officer 


PubTtsbrti by dir Port of London Authority wider Senior 8(5 J ij f the Pori of London .Art 1968 

The above is an extract fhun the published Accounts of the Port of London Authority for the year 
ended 31 December 1996 which have been delivered to The Secretary of State lor Transport 

G-LEnnals, Secretary 
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Murdoch digital 
consortium could 
be worth £1.5bn 


Michael Harrison 

British Digital Broadcasting, 
the consortium formed by 
BSkyB, Granada and Carlton to 
bid for the licence to broadcast 
digital terrestrial television, 
could be worth up to £1.5ba, ac- 
cording to a research report 
published today. 

The report, by brokers Hen- 
derson Croslhwaile. says that 
the lion's share of the spoils over 
the 12-year period of the con- 
cession will go to Rupert Mur- 
doch's BSkyB if the consortium 
wins the right to begin broad- 
casting the" 30-channcl service 
next yeax. 

Although each of the partners 
in BDB has the same 33 per 
cent stake, the report estimates 
that (he three licences on offer 
would add £l.lbn to the value 
of BSkyB against only £230m for 
Granada and £17&m for Carl- 
ton. This equates to 64p a share 


for BSkyB. 27p for Granada and 
31p for Carlton. 

The rival bidder for the 
licences is Digital Television 
Network, a subsidiary of the US 
cable operator International 
CaWeTeL Britain's third biggest 
cable television company. The 
report values DTN at ifrOOm. 

The three licences or ■‘multi- 
plexes*’ as they are known, will 
cany 30 channels. Half will be 
existing free BBC, I TV and 
Channel 4 channels and half will 
be pay channels. The Indepen- 
dent Television Commission is 
due to award the licences in laic 
May or early June and the new 
service is expected to start in the 
middle of next year. The set-top 
boxes needed to receive digital 
television are initially expected 
to cost £300-£500 although this 
could eventually fall to £200 

Mathew Horsman. media an- 
alyst at Henderson Crosihwuite 
and the author of the report, said 



Terrestrial TV contender: Rupert Murdoch’s BSkyB would 
gain most if British Digital Broadcasting won the licence 


Cadbury reveals US 
soft drinks figures 


Nigel Cope 

City Correspondent 

Cadbury Schweppes yesterday 
announced its first ever sales fig- 
ures for its US soft drinks busi- 
ness after pressure from the City 
to follow similar reporting from 
rivals PepsiCo and Coca-Cola. 

The figures for the first quar- 
ter of 1996 showed that while 
sales of Dr Pepper rose by 5 per 
cent, sales of the Seven Up 
brand fell by 2 per cent and 
other brand sales declined by a 
similar figure. 

The company said that Sev- 
en Up sales w ere affected by the 
delisting of the drink by certain 
Coca Cola and Pepsi bottlers. 
Another factor has been ag- 
gressive marketing of rival 
brand Sprite by Coca Cola. 


Commenting on the figures. 
John Brock, managing director 
of Cadbury Schweppes' bever- 
ages division, said: “Overall, our 
plu> 1 per cent volume growth 
performance in US soil drinks 
is better than in the same peri- 
od lust year and we are en- 
couraged by these results." 

Cadbury rs ranked third in the 
US soft drinks market hehind 
Coca Cola and Pepsi. 

Its figures followed an 8 per 
cent rise in earnings from Pepsi- 
Co. whose figures were an- 
nounced on Tuesday. The rise 
was led by strong sales of US 
drinks. Case sales grew by 6 per 
cent, boosted by double digit 
growth from Mountain Dew 
and solid growth from Pepsi. 

Cadbury Schweppes shares 
slid back iOp to 515.5p on the 


CALLING 

MOBILES 

IS 

CHEAPER 

WITH 

mercury: 


Mercury SrrurtCall can save 
you up to 15% off the cost 
of calling a mobile, compared 
to BT’s basic rate. To keep 
in touch and keep your phone 
bill down, call Mercury'. 
FreeCalf 0500 500 366 

quoting ref, RSINDME 

Iff.' *ustf AMB&asGwaunr 

An-utrt Atral ji M J .-if,,! !■>■»:. ..-mptoJ ax; Sr. 

■•‘S* ‘f * *min - tv* Ir Urn jm-Jj; . mi at,- ni»r 
jr urthnlr Ml j)[, „ v , i (jl llWvll— llWP 

“■ L-tTif ITS’-. .'Sai"t. 1 uT T rtr.w4n 1 'i,. lv nrt* r n,'vtr. 


quarterly figures. One analyst 
said: “The Dr Pepper figures 
weren't good enough after the 
Pepsi report on Tuesday.” 

The Americas account for 60 
per cent of Cadbury's soft 
drinks sales and 30 per cent of 
group turnover. 

In March John Sunderland, 
the new Cadbury Schweppes 
chief executive, announced a 16 
per cent increase in full year 
profits to £5 92m. The com- 
pany then said that it could 
afford a £lbn-£2bn acquisition 
following the £623m sale of its 
stake in Coca Cola Schweppes 
Beverages. 

Cadbury increased its adver- 
tising spend from £681m to 
£738m last year with a large 
amount of Che increase put be- 
hind the Seven Up brand. 

Tadpole 
to raise 
£2.3m for 
rescue 

Clifford German 

Tadpole Technology, the former 
and troubled Cambridge-based 
! maker of lap-top computers, 

1 yesterday announced a rescue 
placing of shares and a rights 
issue, raising a total of £2J6cn. 

The announcement of the 
cash-raising exercise yesterday 
i accompanied news of a 50 per 
cent increase in losses to £2.46m 
for the six months to the end of 
March. 

Raising extra funds wall be 
costly. The 20 million shares be- 
ing placed and the one-for-five 
rights issue at IOp will cost the 
company £250,000 in fees. 

Jt warned that without the 
proposed fund-raising it would 
be unable to continue trading. 
Bernard Hulme, chief executive, 
intends to buy 500,000 shares in 
the placing and Graham Brown. 
a director, will buy 150,000. 

Cost-saving measures have 
been introduced to reduce the 
company’s break-even point, 
and it Is also concentrating its 
efforts on selling key-board 
technology to the network com- 
puting industry. 

The moves to get its finances 
on an even keel, though, are be- 
ing made against a backdrop of 
plunging sales. In the half-year, 
turnover dived by 44 per cent 
to just £7-3m. 

Thdpole also plans to 
strengthen its boardroom. It is 
hunting for a non-executive 
chairman to replace Richard 
King, who told the board last 
August that he intended to 
step down in 1997. 

Other changes have included 
the resignation of Re ter Higgins, 

a non-executive director. 


BAT is swimming against 

Eustries’ tobacco to insurance The Investment Column 


that although BSkyB’s dominant 
position in BDB constituted a 
risk to competition, this was out- 
weighed by the need to select a 
consortium that would make a 
success of the new medium. 
“Digital terrestrial broadcasting, 
offering just 30 channels, will 
face competition from digital 
satellite and digital cable (200 
channels). Therefore it must 
have well-financed backers with 
proven programming if it is to 
succeed. BDB is more likely to 
ensure its success than the rival 
Digital Television Network.'' 

It is open to the ITC to split 
the award between the two bid- 
ders, although Henderson 
Crosthwahe thinks this is unlikely 
because of the financial risks of 
having two competing operators 
providing just 30 channels. 
“Based on our comparison of the 
two bids, we believe the best out- 
come for the development of 
DTT would be an all-out win for 
British Digital Broadcasting," Mr 
Horsman added. 

The report forecasts that 
both bidders would break even 
in 2004 when their binding re- 
quirement peaks at £360m for 
BDB and £730m for DTN. It 
forecasts that the number of 
subscribers will rise from just 
under 6 00,000 in 1999. the first 
full year of operation, to near- 
ly 3.4 million in 2009, the last 
year of the concession. 

BDB would make a£ 95 m loss 
on revenues of £103m in 1999, 
turning into a profit of £78m on 
turnover of £974m in 3009. DTN 
is forecast to make a much big- 
ger loss of £243m in year one but 
a profit of £430m in the last year 
on revenues of £1.2bn. 


Tn any other circumstances, BAT In- 

I dustries’ tobacco to insurance 
-■-operations would be dream busi- 
nesses to be in. The group combines 
strong cash flow with growing markets. 
Even tobacco, a declining market in 
America and Europe, can still notch up 
double-digit growth rates in developing 
areas of the world like the Far East. 

The problem is the tide in the West 
has begun to turn in favour of the anti- 
smoking lobby, c ulminating in the rev- 
elation that negotiations in the US 
could lead to the industry paying $30(Jbn 
over 25 years in settlement of personal 
injury claims and medical bills. The com- 
panies are also facing the prospect that 
their main product could soon be reg- 
- ulated as an addictive drug by the US 
Food and Drug Administration. 

With problems like that, it is little 
wonder the group's figures command 
less attention from the stock market 
than they used to. Yesterday's an- 
nouncement of a ma rginal flm increase 
in fust-quarter pre-tax profits to £591m 
caused tew surprises among analysts. 
The shares dipped 3p to 521p. 

Lord Cairns, chairman, reiterated last 
week's warning that the 1997 results 
would be depressed by the strong 
pound, which shaved £23m from the 
quarterly figures on translation alone. 
Analysts suggested the full-year effect 
could be as much as £120m with un- 
quantifiable effects on export sales. 

Such thmgs are occupational hazards 
for BAT and there were plenty of signs 
yesterday that the underlying business 
remains as strong as ever. Tbbacco prof- 
its up from £355m to £363m would have 
shown a decent 8 per cent rise but for 
a £22m hit taken for the future closure 
of a factory in Berlin. 

The only fly in the ointment was .signs 
that competition has hotted up in the 
US, with Philip Morris increasing the 
size and duration of discounts offered 
to retailers. BATsUS operation. Brown 
& Williamson, saw its market share slip, 
but most of the decline was due to the 
loss of brands it was forced to sefl by reg- 
ulators in the wake of the takeover of 
American Tobacco. 

Financial services, principally en- 
compassing the Farmers insurance 
group in the US, Eagle Star and Allied 
Dunbar, were unexciting. Die key to 
BAT remains a settlement of the in- 
terminable US litigation, which is now 
set to spread to the UK Tobacco share 
prices soared when the $30Qbn figure 
first surfaced last mouth, indirating the 

^300bn is*dtearly abigsum, it is only 
equivalent to around 60 cents on a 
typical packet of US cigarettes. 

Barclays de Zoete Wedd beBeves that 
BAT without the legal threat could be 
worth at leaa 700p more on today’s price. 


EDITED BY MAGNUS GKIMOND 


Recent events have ecjged die group das- 
er to unlocking that value, while the cur- 
rent price is underpinned by a lowly 
forward multiple of 20, assuming prof- 
its of £L67fcra this year. Inveaors should 
hold the shares but not their breath. 


David Brown 
motors ahead 


A II three dtvisons at David Brown 
J\ Group, the gears to axles engj- 
JL JLneering group, meshed last year. 
The synchronicity produced a 29 per 
cent advance in pre-tax profits to 
£18-2m, before another £Im of reor- 
ganisation costs taken to cover busi- 
nesses acquired during the period. 

The mansion of the David Brown 
family businesses acquired the previous 
year helped the industrial gears division 
increase sales by 18 per cent and 
profits by 23 per cent, which now 
represent 35 per cent of the total 
By contrast, it was mainly thanks 10 
efficiency improvements that Lhe 
industrial gearboxes and axles oper- 
ation saw profits advance 13 per cent, 
despite a more sluggish 5 per cent 


growth in sales. 

Die division, which accounts for 
dose to half the group's profits, should 
sde further growth in lhe current year 
on the back of new orders and acquit 
siuons. 

Meanwhile, the pumps division- 
which supplies the world-wide oil 
industry, is benefiting from the 
continuing trend in developing 
economies towards local refining of 
imported crude. Profits rose 23 per 
cent, but pumps remains the smallest 
division, accounting for just 24 per cent 
of profits. 

Tbe group counteracted the surge m 
sterling against continental curren- 
cies in the second half of the year by 
increased efficiency and increased 
sourcing outside the UK Chris Cook, 
the chairman, said yesterday. 

The UK accounts for about 60 per 
cent of output, but less than half the 
overseas sales are now met by exports 
from the UK 

European markets were static last 
year and are not likely to show much 
Improvement in the current year, but 
they account for only 20 per cent of 
sales. About a quarter of all the 
business last year was booked in the 
Asia Pacific region and Africa, which 


grew by 25 per cent- The, only real 
cloud on the horizon is the potential 
lossof the Adco tractor axles contract 
in 1998, and the immediate outiook 
is bright. . A 4; X-! 

The shares, up I0.5p 
stand on just 10-times protective 
earnings if profits hit £i£sin- this 


year, As n^uracmnnguiyesaiienE 
the share look reasonableykhuL 
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doubters wrong 

rampian Holdings hasnot been 
I —too popular with some ofits ifi- 
VJivcstors of late. .There had been 
hopes that the sprawling Scottish mini- 
conglomerate, with interests spread 
across sheep vaccines, woolly jumper 
retailing, whisky warehousing and 
landfill tips, might start to introduce 
a bit more focus. But instead of sell- 
ing its minority stake m Edinburgh 
Woollen Mills, the knitwear chain, as 
expected, the company conducted a 
spectacular U-turn last September 
and bought the remaining shares ia the 
retail group for £69m. This upset 
some institutions but, judgjng by yes- 
terday’s results, it may be. that the 
Grampian management were right. 

Though the figures were confused 
bv a change of year-end and the Ed- 
inburgh Woollen Mills deal, profits for 
the 13 months to January were 32 per 
cent higher at £13.7m than the calen- 
dar year 1995. 

EWM was one of the better per- 
formers in the group, contribnting 
£5.6m to group profits, including the 
period when it was still an associate. 
Stripping out new openings, sales rose 
by an impressive 12 per cent and the 
company is planning an aggressive 
opening programme of 20 stores a year 
for the next five years. Die new stores 
will be mainly in the south of England, 
in county and market towns. 

While this beefing up of the division 
goes on. the City is still hoping for dis- 
posals to revitalise the shares, which 
have been treading water for some 
time. The Patrick sportswear sub- 
sidiary was sold last year for £3m and 
other disposals in the branded leisure 
division are expected. 

Given the market for branded spoils 
clothing, Grampian would be selling 
into a buoyant market. Yet the shares, 
3p higher at 129 Jp yesterday, are still 
a long way off the 180p level reached 
in 1994. 

On current year forecasts of £23m 
they trade on a forward rating of just 
9. Good value. 


IN BRIEF 

Recycling Services profits up 

Recycling Services reported an increase from £287,000 to £422,000 
in pre-tax profits for the six months to February. Interim dividend 
is 0-5p, covered comfortably by earnings per share, which rose from 
I.6p to 1.9p. Colin Phipps, chairman, said; “A number of signifi- 
cant opportunities for further growth in volumes have been iden- 
tified and, if metal prices recover as currently predicted, future 
profitability will be ensured.” However, he said the first-half results 
of the recently acquired G&P Batteries were somewhat below 
expectations, largely because of a sharp fall in sterling lead prices. 

Dettron Electronics buys Danish firm 

Deltroa Electronics has bought Couelec, a private company 
engaged in the distribution of electronic components and based 
in Denmark, for a maximum £2 .46m. Deltroa said the initial con- 
sideration of £1.53m would be satisfied by the issue of 133,780 
ordinary shares and £133m cosh. A further consideration of up 
to £930,000 wifi be paid in ca^h. 

Whitchurch Group dives into loss 

Whitchurch Group dived from profits of £597,000 to losses of 
! £4.2 m in the year to 2 January. Loss per share was 28.91p, com- 
pared with earnings of 2.61 p. Whitchurch said it had bought 
1 Hotbury Meat Supplies and Horbury Meat (Wholesale), a cater- 
ing meat supplies business based in Huddersfield, for £300,000. 
In the year to December, Horbury made pre-tax profits of £77,000. 
Richard Thompson, chairman of Whitchurch, said that having 
improved productivity in the catering and food service businesses, 
all divisions were now trading in line with expectations. 

Dolphin Packaging buys food tray maker 

Dolphin Packaging has acquired Food Containers for £2.25m in 
cash. The company said the acquisition should be earnings en- 
hancing from the outset. Food Containers is a private company, 
which was founded in 29S3 and which makes plastic food trays 
and punnets. In the year to June 1996, Food Containers made a 
pre-tax profit of £321,473 on turnover of £2.63m. 

Chemex acquires Eurolabs 

Cbemex Internationa] has agreed to buy Eurolabs from Environ: ed 
for £135,000 in cash. In the year to 30 September 1996. Euro- , 
labs recorded a pre-tax loss of £16,000 on sales of £437,000. 
Eurolabs is a contract service provider in the areas of microbiology, 1 
analytical chemistry, toxicology and biodegradability. 

James Dickie pays £1.3m for AP Pressings , 

’ ... I 

James Dickie has acquired AP Pressings, a division of Automo- i 
tive Products Group, for £13m in cash. It said the acquisition I 
includes supply agreements until the end of 2001 with A P I 
Lockheed and A P Borg and Beck, divisions of Automotive 
Products Group, and several other automotive component | 
manufacturers. 


Phone numbers firm struggles 


Clifford German 

Life Numbers, which sells tele- 
phone numbers that customers 
can use anywhere and any time, 
lost £356.000 on sales of 
£285,000 between floating on 
the Alternative Investment 
Market last July and the end of 
December. Apart from direct 
costs of £105,000 it spent 
£535,000 on sales, marketing 
and administration. 

The company’s main market 
is with businessmen and roving 


salespeople willing to pay£l20 
plus £3 a month to have" a sin- 
gle telephone number! 

Life's chairman, Paul Davis, 
admitted yesterday the con- 
cept of personal numbers had 
suffered from increased com- 
petition from other companies 
entering the market as well as 
aslower-than-expected take-up 
of alpha numeric dialling, a sys- 
tem which allows companies to 
choose a word instead of a 
conventional phone number. 

The results were disappoint- 
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A BETTER MORTGAGE DEAL 

4.79% (4.9% APR) 

PLUS UP TO 

£4,000 CASH BONUS 


You’re never too busy to get a better mortgage. With 
the Cashback Plus Mortgage from Woolwich Direct, 
borrow up to 75% of our valuation and we' If reduce our 
rate by 2.5% for 12 months. That's a real saving 
compared with our standard variable rate mortgage. 
We’ll also send you a cheque for 2.5% of the loan (up 
to £4,000) after completion. Call us now for a personal 
quotation in minutes, quoting reference: IY15. 

Get much more with 

WOOLWICH 
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ing, he said, but he anticipated 
the company would break even 
this month. "Monthly overheads 
have been cut in halt three ex- 
ecutive directors have been 
shed and an exclusive contract 
with its supplier has been rene- 
gotiated. 

Die net assets of the company 
are now less than 50 per cent of 
the called-up share capital of 
£650.000, which triggers a re- 
quirement to cal] an extraordi- 
nary general meeting. The 
shares were unchanged at 9p. 
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Belated election jitters topple Footsie from new peak 
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Share spotlight 





From breakfast to coffee time 
blue chips were riding at a new 
Pf 3 *- Inspired by another New 
York spectacular Footsie 
touched 4,4665 points, a re- 
sounding 333 gain. 

Suddenly election nerves, 
an influence which had been 
conspicuous by its absence 
aunng the long campaign, 
eroded confidence. 

By early afternoon the index 
was nursing an 18.9 fall and 
all hough - as Wall Street pro- 
duccd another storming run — 
prices rallied. Footsie could 
manage only a 2.8 gain, leav- 
ing the dosing calculation 83 
below the peak established 
just before John Major named 
polling day. 

Finan cials, for so tong in the 
forefront of the stock market's 
advance, succumbed to profit- 
taking and with many tradi- 
tional areas of the nation's 
industry suffering from the 
strength of the pound, inspi- 
ration was sadly lacking. 


BICC, once known as British 
Insulated Callender Cables, 
was the latest to warn of lower 
profits. It did not cite sterling's 
power hut talked of tough 
trading in Europe. The shares 
plunged L7p to 2305p. 

British Steel, WoLscley, Eu- 
rotherm and Pilkington were 
among other industrial names 
under pressure. 

But GKN bucked the trend. 
The engineer's £352m take- 
over of Sinter Metals of Ohio 
was seen as eamings-cnhanc- 
ingand captured the market's 
imagination; the shares 
jumped 40p in 95 lp; SBC War- 
burg is looking for J,050p, 

Glaxo Wellcome, still en- 
joying Goldman Sachs sup- 
port and ahead of a research 
presentation tomorrow, gained 
a further 25 5p to 13 13.5 p. But 
Zeneca, with Merrill Lynch 
said in be talking of a 2.050p 
target, failed to live up to 
early promise, ending easier at 
1359.5p. 



MARKET REPORT 

DEREK PAIN 

stock market reporter of the year 


Cadbury Schweppes had to 
contend with disappointing 
US soft drink sales, melting 10p 
to 513.5p. Whitbread, kicking 
off the brewery season with 
final figures next week, was lit- 
tle changed at 7f>Sp. It should 
roll out £5!Sm, up from 
£283.1m. There arc hopes the 
coming round of results wiD lift 
brewery shares from Uieir 
slumbers; they have under- 
performed the market. 

Northern Ireland Electricity 
had a rare moment in the 
limelight with BZW saying the 
shares had "something to go 
for". The price flickered 35p 
higher to 400p. Utilities gen- 
erally had a subdued session, 
reflecting the sudden polling 


day caution. But South West 
Water rose 9p to 6875p on 
Pimmure Gordon support. 

Boosey & Hawkes. the mu- 
sic group, hit a high note, 
gaining 70p to 8675p as Carl 
Fischer, an unquoted US 
group, said it planned to sell its 
453 percent interest. EMI, af- 
ter the Henderson Crosth- 
waitc investment dinner, gave 
up20pat l,224p. 

Engineer Siebe was helped 
145p higher to 912p by Dres- 
dner Kleinwort Benson inter- 
est but Cairn Energy fell 38p 
to 556 .5 p as some investment 
houses displayed little enthu- 
siasm for ns Bangladesh link 
with Shell. BZW and Pan- 
mu rc Gordon were said to 


have put the shares on hold 
while Credit Lyonnais Laing 
advocated selling. 

Another engineer, AFV, 
rose 16p to 87p on the bid ap- 
proach; Lucas %rity finned 2p 
to lS5_5p; it has bought bade 
through ABN Amro Hoare 
Govett another 2 million 
shares at I87p. 

Ex-Lands, the property 
group, ended lp lower at 
2035p after admitting it is in 
talks which could lead to ac- 
quisitions and board appoint- 
ments. It denied it was involved 
in negotiations which could 
produce a bid for the company. 
Any deal, which looks like a re- 
verse takeover, would be at be- 
low the market price which 
touched 24.75p. 

Coincidentally, Anon Prop- 
erties, run by Jim Slater's son 
Christopher, said it was in- 
volved in reverse takeover 
talks. The shares jumped 5p to 
a 13p peak. 

Wedderburn, the property 


group which has mewed into oil 
trading, shaded l-5p to 23p. 
More oil deals are thought to 
be near; a Nasdaq listing may 
also be in its sights. 

Optometries, the optical 
group, was shattered 95p to 
14p after the Peter Levine-led 
consortium after "due dili- 
gence" backed out of a deal to 
take control. 

Stentor, the Irish telephone 
operation, jumped 13p to 
157.5p ahead of an expected 
bullish statement 

Petra Diamonds made a 
sparkling dfibuL Placed at the 
equivalent of 30p the shares bit 
423p with the warrants, 
handed out as a bonus, dosing 
at 175p. The group, seeking di- 
amonds m southern African, is 
rumoured to have encoun- 
tered unexpectedly strong re- 
sults at one of its prospects. 

Emerald Energy, reporting 
“strong gas kicks” at its Colom- 
bian dnflslipped 035p to 6p; 
Dragon Ofl neld at 4p. 


Taking Stock 


O Panmure Gordon's yearly 
beer directory is placing the 
emphasis on pub retailing for 
its round of tips. 

Century Inns, Regent Inns, 
Surrey Free Inns, Greene 
King (partly because of its 
Magic Pub chain) and Yates 
Brothers Wine Lodges make 
up the bulk of its naps. 

Only Vans, the Sunder- 
land brewer where PG hints 
at management changes. Is 
not included for its retail 
muscle. 

0 South Beach CaK, sus- 
pended on Ofex at 55p, is 
pl annin g to raise up to £1.8m 
through a share sale at 6p 
and taking ora; for an undis- 
closed amount, a US com- 
pany, Pnxa World 
International, with 17 outlets. 

SBC, with brandies in the 
US, Europe and UK, is plan- 
ning a big drive for its US- 
style eateries and a move to 
AIM. 
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Yes we are better off now, but 
there’s been a price to pay 


0r< 


W hatever the result of the 
election, one of the puzzles 
for Conservative strate- 
gists to mull over will be why the 
economy was not more of a vote- 
winner. What did happen to the feeb 
good factor? Why did the deliberate 
echo of the slogan “You've never had 
it so good” not chime with the mood 
of the electorate when we hare in- 
deed never been better off? Why did 
studio audiences jeer Michael Hes- 
eltine and Kenneth Garke when 
they tried to say so? 

There are two types of answer to 
these questions, both instructive for 
whoever finds themselves running 
the economy from tomorrow. One 
is that voters have not been ready 
to give the ex-Govemraent the 
credit for setting right its own mis- 
takes. The Garke successes of the 
past fouryears have not erased the 
memory of the Lament failures of 
the previous three. 

The inflation target, the Ken and 
Eddie show-, the tax cuts in the two 
most recent Budgets have delivered 
a perfectly reasonable business cycle 
performance, subject to the criticism 
that Mr Garke has primed the 
pump a bit too much ahead of the 
election. But nobody has forgotten 
the deep recession - one of the worst 
in the industrial world since the Sec- 
ond World War - the humiliating exit 
from the Exchange Rate Mechanism 
in 1992. the surge in borrowing and 
the tax hikes after the last election. 

What's more, the economic poli- 
cies of the past five years will not 
turn out to be the monuments of 
IS years of Conservative govern- 
ment, if that era docs end today. 
Looking back over the years Lo 
1979. the most significant policies 
were ail implemented in the first 
decade, not the second. If 1 had to 
single out one decision that had 
made a lasting and profound dif- 
ference to Britain’s economic 
prospects, it would be the privati- 
sation of BT and deregulation of 
telecommunications. 

This has put the UK alongside 
the US in the vanguard of new tech- 
nology- and growth prospects, and 
given us a better communications 
infrastructure and more vigorous 
multimedia industry than most 
other industrial nations. But other 



British economy also explains the 
second kind of reason whv the 
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Diane 

Coyle 

The Tories have 
embraced 
change. But they 
have not 
admitted that 
there are costs, 
including blatant 
unfairness 


second kind of reason why the 
Tories are now getting no credit for 
prosperity. For it created winners 
and losers in a way that conven- 
tional macroeconomic policy rarely 
does. Although inflation ce rtainly 
penalises some groups - savers, 
people on fixed incomes, the low 
paid whose earnings never keep up 
- this is an invisible and undramatK 
redistribution. Labour market 
deregulation, the attempts to re- 
shape public services, pension re- 
form, privatisation, os the other 
hand, have dramatically increased 
inequality in the UK. 

In a world where the embodiment 
of a big wave of technological 
change is turning industrial struc- 
ture upside down, making old gkiTlc 
obsolete and destroying and creat- 
ing markets, greater inequality is 
probably inevitable. Politicians have 
to choose whether they will embrace 


Thatcherite acts of deregulation 
and privatisation also made a con- 
tribution to halting Britain’s rela- 
tive economic decline. 

Professor Nick Crafts, no 
Thatcherite. concluded in a recent 
pamphlet for the Social Market 
Foundation that the UK had prob- 
ably stopped sliding down the world 
league. Recent Labour claims to the 
contrary exaggerate small changes 
in the UK's position due mainly to 
exchange rate changes. 

Yet the Thatcher shake-up of the 


embraced iL But they have not ad- 
mitted that there are costs, includ- 
ing blatant unfairness. 

Inequality makes ns all worse off, 
even the winners. The poorest 
group in the population are with- 
out any question materially better 
off than they were two decades ago. 
But crime and social dislocation 
have increased. The strain on the 
welfare state has become near- 
intolerable, and the resulting 
squeeze on spending has left us in 
the state of private affluence and 
public squalor identified by John 
Kenneth Galbraith. 

This means that accountancy of 
the economic performance of the 
past 18 years is more complicated 


Inequality has grown.. 


...Unemployment is up 


% growth in net income. 1979 to 1993-94 
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than just looking at the higher level 
of national income per head the 
Times can point to. Thus the New 
Economics Foundation's index of 
sustainable economic welfare adjusts 
GDP for costs such as inequality, the 
depletion of natural resources, en- 
vironmental degradation and “de- 
fensive'' spending such as crime 
prevention- It has fallen by 17 per 
cent in per capita terms since 1979. 

The lesson of this calculus for the 
next 18yeaxs is that thesorts of eco- 
nomic developments that are mon- 
itored day to day by officials and 
the City and the newspapers do not 
reveal the big changes that are tak- 
ing place in the economy. Of course 
h is important to keep inflation low 
and growth steady. Bat it is other 
policies that will make the biggest 
difference to our prosperity by 
2015. So, despite the risks in 
futurology, here is one scenario for 
21st Century Britain. 

The pound will have been re- 
placed by the euro, but local elec- 
tronic currencies will have 
developed in parallel in the big 
urban areas. We will be adept ai 
paying in one when we cross 
through the tunnel or do our on- 
line shopping from the national 
store chains, and at paying in an- 
other for local services. But the tax 
authorities win have failed to keep 
up, so the government will face a 
serious revenue shortfall 

Some public services will have 
been all but privatised. In pensions 
and long-term care, in housing, and 
in some areas of health care, the 
state win pay for the bare minimum 
and we will top up privately. Pub- 
lic resources will be concentrated 
on insuring us against the truly un- 
predictable financial events like 31- 
ness and mid-life unemployment 

Britain will be booming and w31 
have started to move up the in- 
ternational economic league tables. 
It will be a world leader in rapidly 
growing information-related indus- 
tries using new technologies. Just as 
Harold Wilson was able to enjoy the 
benefits of the white heat of tech- 
nological revolution for a few years 
in the Sixties, whoever is prime 
minister in the first decade of the 21st 
Century will reap the benefits of the 
latest technological wave. 


Edwina Carrie has won a "Foot 
in Mouth*' award for her predic- 
tion of a landslide Labour victors' 
just days before the election and 
the Labour leader, Tony Blair, 
has walked the “Silver Tongue’" 
competition with his “assured 
handling of Labour's election 
campaign” according to Am 
Corporation, a Winchester-based 
presentation consultancy. 

The awards were made to mark 
the best and worst performances 
by politicians during the cam- 


paign. Peter Raff of Aziz Corpo- 
ration said Edwina broke all the 


rules he teaches in handling 
media interviews. “She fell into 



the trap of speaking off the 
record, making comments which 
no journalist could ignore. She 
compounded her errors as she 
subsequently tried to excuse 
herself.” 

Paddy Ashdown came second in 
the silver tongue stakes while, per- 
haps surprisingly, Michael Portillo 
came third “for maintaining the 
Cabinet position on Europe de- 
spite all attempts to derail him". 

John Prescott was a dose run- 
ner-up for the foot in mouth prize 
for his gaffes on the minimum 
wage. And Eurosceptic-in-chief 
Sir James Goldsmith got a spe- 
cial Aziz raspberry for ignoring 
all the rules of election broad- 
casts developed over the past 30 
years. His cardinal sin was “deliv- 
ering a lecture to viewers from 
behind his desk”. He's obviously 
been in business too long. 
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City University Business School 
has a new dean, industrial eco- 
nomics guru Professor Leslie Han- 
nah. He succeeds David Kaye, . 

. hims elf a former senior partner . 
with Andersen Consulting! 

Professor Hannah has a posi- 
tively overflowing CV, having 
taught at Oxford Cambridge, the 
Harvard Business School and: f 
Hitotsubashi University, Tbkyo. 

He is pro-director of the London 
Sdhool of Economics and will take 
up his new post in September. 

Professor Hanbah thinks there 
is “still everything to play for" in 
the expanding European market 
for business education, as op- 
posed to the US, where die mar- 
ket is already mature. 

He thinks" there are around a 
dozen main contendere, City 
among them. 


Dazz 



Off the record; Edwina Currie 
won the foot-in-mouth award 


Morgan Stanley is one. BZW 
would love to be one and Singer 
& Friedlander is quite happy in 
the knowledge that it will never 
be one - a bulge bracket invest- 
ment bank. 

But what is a bulge bracket 
when it's at home? We all know 
that BZW and NalWest Markets 
are throwing money at fancy 
hirings in order to compete with 
the global big boys such as Gold- 
man Sachs. But while banks like 
these aspire to “bulge bracket” 
status nobody seems to know 
exactly what the term means. 

I turned to a recent copy of 
Institutional Investor magazine 
for the answer. 

Apparently the original “bulge 
bracket” chib originated on Wall 


Street and ceased to exist at least 
10 years ago. The term covered a 
hau-dozen American houses 
winch ran a near-cartel of under- 
writing bond issues. 

In the 1940s and 1950s banks - 
such as Morgan Stanley, First 
Boston, Kuhn, Loeb & Co and 
Dillon, Read ganged together to 
carve up such issues between 
them. leaving lesser banks to pick 
up the less lucrative bits. 

Every issue would be recorded 
by a “tombstone” advert in the 
financial press recording who did 
what: the top firms' names 
“bulged” out from the under- 
writing plebs beneath them. 

This cartel disintegrated in Lhe 
1970s. hit by competition from 
aggressive houses such as Sa- 
lomon and Merrill Lynch. But the 
description lives on as a coveted 
badge of banking machismo. 

So now you can stun invest- 
ment bankers with your knowl- 
edge. And there I was thinking it 
described the size of their wallets. 


A London businessman is being 
held in Antwerp by police investi- 
gating a £ lOOra fraud which hit 
Lloyd's syndicates and top bro- 
kers in the City of London. 

Mike Reeve, chairman of CRM 
Insurance Services, was detained 
by Belgian judicial police while 
attempting to hand over a 300- 
page dossier designed to distance 
himself from the affair, his 
company said last night 

CRM acted as a managing 
agency for Dai lchi Kyoto, the 
Brussels-based insurance com- 
pany at the centre of an interna- 
tional investigation by the Belgian 
police, the FBI and the Serious 
Fraud Office. The company 
traded on the similarity of its 
name to Japan’s largest bank and 
took huge amounts of money 
from City brokers on the strength 
of its alleged backing from Japan- 
ese pension funds. 

Mr Reeve went to Belgium to 
clear his name and instead got 
thrown into the clink. Last night 
CRM denounced this conduct as 
“quite outrageous, reflecting the 
manner in which this entire 
inquiry has been coercively mis- 
directed”. The Belgian police 
kept silent. 
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Infra 1259 


May 93.15 
JJ 96.00 

Sep 94.50 
Wot 748 


Com 

C80T Cenia/bustttt 

Hub Sets 


May 29725-29125 236 75 

Ju) 295.75-291 29550 

Sep 28250280 2BVS0 


Index 1970-100 195.67 +153 

AgrtaJfturW 1970«=1(M 263.46 *022 

aergv 1983-100 6850 +260 

kidustl Metals 1 077=1 00 18293 +0.11 

Livestock 1970-100 19461 +000 

PreciJus Metals 1973- 100 433X17 +0.09 

lOosamol 29Apr1W7 


21528 -9.10 214.75 -889 

23123 +1694 32257 -1632 

8526 -2021 7428 -7.78 

1B67B +638 1B684 413 

191.03 +1.62 179.42 +8.41 

-56254 -657 485.17 -1254 


Other Softs 


Mar Maize (No0)**S/tanne 109.0 May SoyaOilS FUlOftg 1070 


[tt SRonne urq 
fW UScErtflb 7210 


Apr/May Coconut OB mS/tonna 
unq SurOatierQtaSfamn 


unq Wool Acent/kg unq May RapeaeeflOiilFUlOQkg 1080 

May Rubber* Mcentfkg 27750 ApflMay GroundnutOH S/torme 9700 


ongkE IBvaovEC ■ o*ri onpn - tFflHmi/aianaai naavM Bropn Bora ft WstrueoVUMw 


Latest Unit Trust Prices 
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Orchestra sets his stall out 








■ ‘ -i 




Racing 

23CHARD EDMONDSON 

■ reports from Ascot 

Double Trigger, the leading 
force among stayers for some 
time now, went into yester- 
day's Sagaro Stakes with nine 
* victories to his name. 
IAe another who has held top 
office for a while, he found No 
10 an elusive target yesterday. 

The chestnut’s efforts to 
record a hat-trick in the Group 
Three race foundered dramat- 
ically as he limped home last be- 
hmd Orchestra Stall. 
Wuawander was second and 
Election Day, who at one stage 
■looked as though he might fin- 
ish oo the date his name sug- 
gested, struggled back up into 


Orchestra Stall has suffered 


for much of his career because 
of an apprehension (drawn 
from his breeding) that he 
would perform best on spongy 
going. He disappointed on such 
a surface on his reappearance, 
but looked a different per- 
former yesterday. -We didn’t 
like the idea of running on this 
ground." Lord Swaythling, the 
gelding’s part-owner, said. “But 
obviously the horse did. Now 
we’II have to put him in all the 
decent staying races." 

There* is a slight problem 
mere. The entries for the Ascot 
Gold Cup closed yesterday and 
Orchestra Stoll’s name was not 
among them. Nevertheless 
there will be other prizes for the 
five-year-old, even if none of 
tnem come in beauty con tests. 
He was by no means the pick of 
the catwalk yesterday. 

Jiyush was certainly the nois- 


iest, blasting out snorts that 
would have extinguished a bra- 
zier. Wilawander took the eye 
with his caramel coat, but Dou- 
ble Trigger, who looks us though 
he has been the victim of a. 
whitewash attack, was again 
the magnet. It remains a sur- 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Brambles Way 
(Redcar 3L30) 

NB: Ziggy’s Dancer 

(Wolverhampton 3-45) 

prise his rider comes out wear- 
ing a helmet and not a stetson. 

The favourite was reported by 
connections to be “full of 
beans", but from half-way he 
moved as ir there was also 
chips, Yorkshire pudding and 
semolina down there as we IL Ja- 
son Weaver had to gel to work. 


“Three and a half out 1 thought 
wc still had a chance,” the jock- 
ey said. “1 was pushing and 
pumping from Swinley Bottom 
but 1 was like that last year so 
1 wasn’t that worried. But then 
he was gone.’ Obviously I'm dis- 
appointed but he’ll be back.” 

There was no easy explana- 
tion from the horse's trainer ei- 
ther. “I told Jason that if they 
were going too fast to let him 
come in his own time, but he 
didn't come," Mark Johnston 
said. ‘Tt may bo that he doesn't 
try when he isn’t in front Jason 
said that he didn't moke much 
effort and we ought to try him 
in blinkers but then that was his 
opinion this time last year.” 

Orchestra Stall’s victory 
launched a double for Richard 
Quinn, successful later in the 
Victoria Cup on Tregaron. The 
latter was considered atrociously 


handicapped by Reg Akehurst. 
but the trainer usually says that 
before he wins this race. He has 
collected it twice before with Sky 
Cloud and Far North. 

Akehurst's homes returned 
from action for part of last 
season as if they required an in- 
haler and the trainer put this 
down u> fields of oilseed rape 
near the Epsom gallops. “It's 
detrimental to people who have 
got asthma and I'm sure it’s 
detrimental to horses,” he said. 
“The pollen is rich and oily and 
we had a lot of lung infections. 

“The farmer had already 
planted it again for this year but 
he’s a terrific chap because he’s 
sprayed it and killed the lot. 1 
owe him a debt of gratitude.” 
Point taken. If you ever sec Bert 
Petty in a betting shop having 
a punt on a South Hatch run- 
ner. match his bet. 





Dazzle may yet shine again when it matters most 


Election day - time for some 
Wngfat thinking. Not about who 
governs Britain, but who will be 
the.gnv'nors of the Rowley 
Mile after the 2,000 and 1,000 
Guineas this weekend. This 
year’s Guineas trials have been 
less than conclusive and Chris 
Wright, who compiles Time- 
form's much-respected time- 
. figures, admits this year’s search 
for that winning ante-post Clas- 
sic bet is harder than ever. 

1 Wight says: “Entrepreneur 
is impossible to assess. He can- 
not be faulted in terms of hav- 


ing done everything asked of 
him so far but his lime figures in 
his three races as a two-year-old 
of 52, 8S and 71 are meaning- 
less in terms of assessing his 
chances of a Classic, where the 
winner is expected to return a 
figure of at least 120.” 

“Yalaietancc and Rcvuque 
returned reasonable figures of 
1 10 each when separated hy just 
a head in the Greenhorn Stakes. 
They make more appeal than 
Desert Story, an exposed colt 
who relumed a figure of 109 
when winning the Craven 


fan Davies canvasses the views of 
Timeform’s clock guru on the Classics 


Stakes. That’s a fair figure, but 
they finished in a heap and you 
have thought that form was’not 
good enough for u Classic. 

“Hidden Meadow recorded 
a figure ni J 03 when winning the 
Free Handicap and needs to im- 
prove.” 

For the 1JHK) Guineas, the tri- 
als have been even more mud- 
dling. Wright says: “Reunion 
returned a figure of 10] when 


winning the Nell Gwyn Stakes 
while Dance Parade docked just 
78 in the Fred Darling Stakes. 
So, with nothing having im- 
pressed this year, I'm inclined 
to go hack to last year's figures 
and Dazzle's 1 18 when winning 
the Cherry Hinton Stakes at 
Newmarket over six furlongs in 
July. Admittedly she disap- 
pointed on both subsequent 
starts in the autumn and there 


is an argument for saying she 
has failed to train on and that 
figure has little relevance for a 
Classic over a mile. 

"However, ihe Cherry Hin- 
ton form looked solid at the 
time - Ocean Ridge, the run- 
ner up, subsequently won the 
Prix Robert Papin - and Daz- 
zle (14-1 for the 1.000 with 
Coral and Ladbrokes] reminds 
me a bit of Kerrera. 

“She was ultimately disap- 
pointing as a two-year-old in 
1988, haring clocked a fast fig- 
ure in the early summer, but 






HYPERION 

2L30 Abstone Queen 4.00 Broad River 

3i>0 Always Lucky (nb) 4^0 Kingdom Emperor 

3-30 BRAMBLES WAY (nap) 5 j 00 Lady Sheriff 

if !" pl“«3 ( mnawn. STALLS; Knight - curinr; rm - m- 
gWe. DRAW ADVANTAGE: High Erwin SfLoim. 

I LriUt Mul, light crane, wuh a one mUc straight. 

(signposted Cram Aj& 6 1. Rp.Jtnr station (Dortingtwi -Sahbum line! 
Club SI A; Paddock S8 (GAPsiUJiO); Cause i’JM (UA1*»,S ! .-jr,). 

■ LEADING TRAINEES WITH RUNNERS: Mrs M Bcveley — 41 winner* from tf-JO 
nmntw ghrra a success ratio of 12.8% and a kw, maSl lovd stake of sai.!»T; J Berry 
— 14 whiners, 127 runners, ] 1.4%, -UrJA K Johnston — 13 winners, J.1“ runners. 
Bja%j -£73-87; T P Ba mrn — 10 winners. 07 m ruins, 11 _T%, -SI. 87. 

■HEADING JOCKEYS: KDarley — 4ft winners, 244 rWca, 13.7%, tilViC; K Fallon 
— W.wfanws. 132 rides, 14.4%, JW7.aB; Dean McKcown - ID winners. rate., 
m %,-£38^ 0: J Weaver— 14 winner*, 10 S ndes. 1:18%, -JL27.70. 

B U N X E M K D FIRST TIME: Adaaac eEaativiairtrl) 14210 1 . WhoUujitffidwirTV ivaemlllJWt. 
WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DATS: Now. 

LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: Garin. <N«* (<LM) m 371 n3a by J Neville Tram Vu- 
edtanew, Gwent 

FTqTi} ELECTION £MY SELLING STAKES (CLASS F) £3,30 0 added 
i~rl 7f Penalty Value £2385 

1- 044301 DOUBLE OSCMt flO) CTrSby Racing) D Nichols 4 9 ID _Aln terns 21 B 

T. 504600 AJKErtK StW (59) fffcel Beater) M Chapman « 9 5 D OTJonohoe [3) 22 

S =■ M AUQdNLGCX JUDGE (3B) {ftteto Judge & Jolti D JitogiH J L Haris 4 9 5 JtDqitaU 

4' MOM CMMIMN BUCK (23) (PSFe^d PFg{^B4 95 ,6 Mai 4 

5 043300 BSJOSW?(8) tCGafanj M DOda 4 95 Cft«M{3)60 

B 000300- HARVEST REAPS! (157) U L Hand) J L Hare 6 95 Dean McKean 3 

7 326-605 MUURIAN COY (3d) (D) (MetflenHc) J Beny495 P &afcy (7) S B 

.8 0QO625- M0IESH4IBD'P19(a9(^UanwfeftrrasbNMELSi4)bs79S>Rnaneb(923y 

■9 4600-40 MUBMBZU5) dlGourtey! CSmfi 595 WJ O'Conner 13 

10 040500- 0HB.IAD (1B0)(D) [MreChrettoeCarJeyiDinbWalrasad 95 KkaCrttarl? 

31 £40066 SPflIBSH SIHPPER JUS*) (9) (CJ fTcvT Satcta® M Diapron 6 9 5 PFesseyp) IB 

19 00006 WHD PROSPECT (184) (D) dBraltam Djeon) A Baley 9 9 5. HBbcbS 

U 000400 BORN A LADY (38) (PtoJ J Dom) Kfc V Accrtey 4 9 Q M DeerteC 12 

M 30400-0 DtSFOL DIAMOND GO) IW B frntcnl G QUroyd 4 90 K0artey2 

15 046000 K0WUCWP3) (D)(HaTtHQnLnd®>6»*wRwMAIWhOland590....Jft**20V 

16 WACHME5(2W<MBnaan)M&«Bn490 G Part* (5) 10 

17 000000 OKAY BABY (23) (J M Bradlfly} J M Brafcy 5 9 0 M Roberta 24 

IB • • PECAN PHNCESSlCrtfS Smart CSirth 490 iona W*ods (SJ i 

.38 2M346 SOUNDS LEGAL (351 0*9 LA VAndSOflP bans 490 JFEpmlfl B 

20-466104 ABOTHE QUtgt (8) (C) (B) U E Attey) P Evans 3 8 7 1 Fortune 7 V 

21 00 BBERACDOII(B|0*ayC»s®JROo»3a7 tCtamwfclS 

22 - 06 BDIBB«fiaWrfiJ©nO'A*«nOasteoneCUllM[<ofls3B2«.JWoGfc*onl5 

23 340000 CHBIHI VWC (8) (R 6 Kel> 3 8 2 JftartiBJB 

W H513-30 S0WrM0ra5JW(MslWi«aHbttwailE(w3«2_- imaaal* 

- 24 doctored - 

BEnMGe M AMom Qm, 1W How Smartly, U-2 SnM lady, B-lDraMo Omt, MM 
Mm CSty, Uhl Itowhe*?, 12-1 Dfapol W a wwut WM Pnwpeet 14-1 Onnamnn SUsk, FMooMr, 
Ittarix, Octal Lad, 164 Bom A lady, My AoMao, Somis Lapd, 20-1 otbere 
UBK f%flous Pltft 5 9 9 J ttffluei nwnsW MM 9 ran 

FORM GUIDE . 

Be batova o( ewtaica sufflssK the h®in«T*as tray hu an edge rthBOWkyeharfle. Mwatf 
the Him a* erttwr so modsate arout c 4 tom thatitaw cowakmkw corid be »wn®ry. Thejr (to 
nn am nwn more aqxMd W ABSTONE QUEEN, «rt» wi 22 Wjrarftw 

mj. Site wees a tea 1 as usual and a nAan aten on u the racacoune » ba reaneo w ner m 
the has a lew Bit she Is tremendouEly ouet and hes recapa^ 

aaewn-ketongCaaErtek seta n March Mh SeaMtady 

swneoebeherundsngow^axtrarwtoieinaWtafaMWWW^naa^.ou^tessr^ 

SoiiBt Lufy «8 DfiSBBn JMI o« tw wew »« to AbBuoe tX'sen ad nfft a wndberor tn. 
Onudi MdananQorSwsheia bAtafinl saMatoc ABSTOft 


•3 OOl MONSTER raving looney maiden auction stakes 
L < wv l (CLASS E)£4£25 added 2YD6Bes5fPanafty Value £3S98 

1 3 AtWAVS LUCttV (31) 1 Mb Lia Bkrrd J Beny B 4 J> Fmey (51 B 

2 544 DAYS OF GRACE (IS) (Sephen Bayiesad Lbnyn Ueode 8 4 J Norton 2 

3 SHARP CRUKER (Mat Own Uiohrani 64 J4(Mnri*4 

4 BART GRAND (Ms DESrapiTDBmn 81 LChwnocfc3 

5 6 UARSXE HAOBE (33) Q4ji4e MadtoeCo) NTnHcrS I GMnd? 

6 t PEntEUUf^arFUasoniPbmSl JF&iS 

7 RHtfCIBD BEAIIIY ihsnh Ba%> J Gf*% B 1 IQrtnal 

-7dedarad- 

BEmNO: 7^ Aim^i Lucky, 9-2 Snr» Qwdwr. 5-1 IMya Of Snot. Uamfar Macfttoe, 64 Pitta 
Lady, 61 RNnefleU Beauty, 10-1 Baby band 
199& lira Bay 2 9 1 G Cato 9 4 IP Hasan} 6 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

ALWAYS LUCKY, an Abstan tbf on ri afiN-saerto Pans House who non ouef rtie irawiMnne *• a 
Mranie, *v. noi i«j aucWy aray nn her Wifw* debut Bui ran on neb w ik a dose Wd of 14 U V* 
3ap<fc in a good race. ftvryS tuo^a okfi hae n« mMe mer usui good sian. so Atnoys LuJqi 
ttnuU mpraw tram that no and mate* puny d appea anh pist 7 gS J3fl> to cany dunks to taf Ftes- 
sey s cfeon. Diqn Ot Gan te mvB 0 !d same end ruis bdvrei EAjBsiee Daneer n ihe Bmc!d»y Sc*ea 
ji Doncaster. Bjmnjysin Blade aiungedd ana PacCca at Mewrakta. Ha deserve to vm a race but s 
ban*y Iteyw procre® m. Dari Brans has l«d tar jwerile wnneKsn tor bu tetaMa Lady aemed 
to lack me neewaty pace tor oe mo on to Upon mnodtoon ndml Udy IM. Hsaka HaeUna shoidd 
pose a baser direa iwme (he «ya « saah d RBty Whisky at Hajdoe* on her debit, ahm sw ns 

ikx*i away. Mark Johnson has had iua toe sn &e {ueie Minor sa<». toe wrt-badod Oat* Van at 
Ripon. and hs Hamre «y Sbrap Cradiai S one to ara* n Hk heUtog, along tddi Dowd Bamns Baby 
Grand, »4io s by MUtoJamah, and James Goldie’s Rbinaflald Baauty, hatf-flster » iaa season's n»- 
year-ddwimef Young ftpag. Setoctac AIWA YS LUCKY 

loom Mr PHOENIX HANDICAP (CLASS E) £4025 added 1 m 3f 
Penalty Value £2^37 

1 OCOU 2 /- M 0 RNAX LAD (USA) (B 2 Q (D) (Mn B Ta|kv} Martyn Mods SOU 8 HwiOi (3)8 

2 51500-1 BRAMBLES WAY (26) (Q (M^ E M jonesj Me U Rcuetey B 9 8 S CDyp (5} U B 

3 332312 RES’ BATTUNG (313) (D) J S GotOt) J Gtkla 7 9 4 IQrdnaS 

4 (HOMO MYlflUE(7)IDWBariflf) D Barter 4 B 12 KDrtyl 

5 200-000 GFIBOX (USA) ( 21 ) S 1 f*sofi N BycraA 5 8 10 DaaalkKMM 2 

6 00363-0 COnAGE(WMCE(2fl(MB«arlbomBjJ(Jl»nn4a9 J Rxftm 5 

7 B3334-G MCGULYCUDor REEKS [7) (Don Enrico tnctsb Don Endco Inosa 6 B 8 —~ JfaTMder B 

8 601060 TACatay (32) im Gteasno M Canwho 4 s 3 J.CbmH*4 

9 50S8X* m<mm*mxrm2l(PtafyimVAcni*%Si80. MOamUgil 

ID 41455 Ml CASMflRE ( 2 ^ (Enest Spence} J L Ejre 5 7 12 ntMao»7 

11 6060- PEMff PWERMNT (222) (Mi R E Ban) R Baa 5 7 12 Pft*»y(S9 

tl rtwkwwt 

BETTING: U- 1 D Brandies Way, 9-2 Keep BanfloR. 6-1 Cottafia Prtoce, 10-1 NnaM lad, 12-1 G 8 T- 
btu. OasrnMe. TagaWy, 14-1 Mc C Wwuddy Craaka, My MW a. 20-1 Hy OmriyolaaL 25-1 Puny 
PappemM 

1998: Onatoed 3 B 5 5 Drwure 61 (E J AHnn) Sian 

FORM (HADE 

KEEP BATTUNBaa be awed byDEiiusidtii> as hehasvwnorer l0andl2Arior^antihaha8ttB 
enwid to tw twcw. i atioud wl iwn 0 « baiMi VHv •• PrataUy We iham atong at a toad «Sp. 
Frxt-nmng ectns carsrty paa oh when aarUes Way tandod a UHwtang hn&aD tarn IB rWafc. a 
Bewrtw 36 days apt Bartdtt tof tee. aan lour torn mer hurtles Ms season am 8 m prat heat, but 
mere mus be MWal mprown«nt n tod een d amher Dctt bid e an toe cards in thb. 

CariMkle.insetediiaRKionselwianmontk had wnereaswwbto [iaang torn in 1995 and BwxicteY 
be me eeausi s«pnse m we her den on a k 0 « man. Bspeca^ Mm Us Eyre havtoe esmtMad im- 
setf as a namer v«rti todoamg. Umax Lad hn ■ fiZ 6 day abtenoe to owwme but loote featr hamt- 
cappedon w raun and 6 panmea by Aten HavUn, abo won on htm at Han#nn «i August. 1985. 
Cottage prim, a wnxrmw hades at fahanham n October, an b*Sy hampered behind Ramttes Wat 
at BoeriOf and {ranabOr needed M fcsr otang area Nmember r any case. SeMnn; KRF SATTUnG 

rXflol RACWG CHANNEL MAffOt STAKES (CLASS D) £4^00 added 
7f Penalty Value £3,599 

1 6653-6 UmimysCAUJNB{ia(5LEdMdli)BUmUni4 91D RCnMraneB 

2 404025- RAED(!98UDMdCYtM«MBAS«rt»*491D I5npph7 

3 05 BROAD J»ER (USA) {UR (Ustoxm M MaManSEDlrtto 3 8 12 DCIkutooep) 1 

4 OO- DKnH.0Pn0H(20!q(PALeQran9MsiRaqEdan3812 MDrattagE 

5 HBUBMM BOf K B RlUd Ms A Seanbok 3 8 12 WJ0X0M0r4 

6 MAKMpqfrRX0B}MCBmcto3812 — — uaan»d <2 

7- 4 MADBOHIeBT(21J)(M5A*sonto£)MrsJ tornsden 3 0 7 I Fortune 3 

-7 doctored - 

BBTHB: 611 Broad Hirer. 5-2 MwktoO Mkt. 61 look Who's Cafe*, 161 Raed, 14-1 MakalL 

2D-1 «pM Optfoa, 33-1 Hertach Boy 

199& hUn 3 8 9 G Cbhet 13-8 (H ItiOTOT Jones) 6 ran 


raWOUDG 

BROAD RJV0L j 160,000-rWDf Kfflhtoj. did ns snw nun on ns soe nto a: tan. t* he gas out me 
nds seats on hn iRjm u aeam ar NewnaMt 16 days apt. Ed DuKx s cas sated xi tss to ae Kto. 
beasi tour ond a hdf tatglM. m Snsaat MmIm MM. a erey tsoem c? MyUta. m: c! l^nto 
tomsden's bn Amnea. Aimouei Madaon Us Sowed a i* M a! ctonue on re Hxzfox cm* oe 
nuren. maamaitoaceatciBnrtotoDefoenhot 13 ra (Tuna Red. ma«ia«ra374-iaias!5riffrTrp. 
Look THioto CAg shouM fate wr a PoraSnjct on his tral wi ri last year, bz ooec rss j» and 
hungnoeaiy nen He jgari texMeri a CxVy rsie cn t»s red(neJance j: Trr^. Rand one ettse a KS- 
tog bs maden ng oner a nea second to Stans' taebl ar tKawcA as Oasier a* mere is ansaay j 
hsuteaptoDBMn-Adnhar. Satorikac 3RQAD RWER 

f2To/|l PARTY POLITICS APPRENTICES MAIDEN HANDICAP (CLASS 
G) £2375 added lxn If Penalty Value £24-30 

1 630004 GOOMBISHAM PAHK (13) iH R Hontoyl P Fel^B 5 10 0 Jit w nB— ns(5)B 

2 443385- JUWNCEE4Sr(29d(AFMora)J4DaN595 PAadtMdts9V 

3 040P-3 (MRUS QUEST (IQ UUKamsTrairBOrt Newport) I Node 3 BU-RCadpBogidM 10 

4 4/460-30 WHOOBSJUSHABSr (24) ffte Jlte ttatmVP COkr 48 ID RBrWndUV 

5 B24C64 JACK THE LAD |Q (Kema^F^hnerrii^ JHOWOrt389 TSUM4 , 

6 CWO-OO 5UXEM MUBC (13) (P Carmeni R Bard 8 9 DMnaeiS 

7 005-200 SV«AIBDAMCE(14(M»NNapeilEWtoriK&4 8B RWasMilfi 

B 003004 BU(2EOFOAR{liSA)CUQ(EAHiaMBOi»aley6B8 JRMk>l£ 

9 003000 BAimOEOUR (IS) (The Ratd RPattnHi(»TDtnvca)n4B3 ClMttarll I 

10 000-2 KMGOOIBVS(aR(22)iMsSCamadvirM(^niadio383 D Hayden (5) 7 

U 024040- SBOVQWl LAD (IBS) dtMi Garni kbnyn Wens 3 B 3 : IMcMayl3 

12 060-0 IOSIER JAY CM) Ms Hewy Heswriij P H&rwn 331 Cttomsl 

13 506000 5EVBWlRU.(3qiEAH3||HV<njBrad9 6713 IButayRB | 

M GOO- GOtUaaA(19qn«sHISC9linlGt4ne3712 PBtadtoyU 

15 OOffi 3D IUUD(USA)CZ7}A]bBtECaoldGOI2o)d5 7 22 CCO0B2 V 

16 404/000 UEBJICKDUBH(2B)(BmdBisltoctog JQtnn471fl J4Pegard3 

M “ I 

Mdnm wetfit 7a JOBt Tneimtopneiftt: JJieflWr Odd) warn. 

BETTING: U030 IQncdM Erqmnr, 9-2 Cady* Qaeat, U.-2 GoilBantaai Park, 7*1 Jack Dto Lad, 
8-1 ArtMaca East, 10-1 Btan Of Oak, Mstor Jay, Stag Aad Dance, 12-1 Gmefslr lad, 14-1 YHnlha- 
tagitany,191IUa4201edM 
1998: Fiwa Fertasy 3 B 12 R Fkenrt U-4 (J Wharton 10 ran 
FORM GUDE 

IbaemslDeDriancetdoUerRBdBsilcGiMwMniiPHtkand BMaOTOakfisitogaimehuah 
nasa end here. Bsh lave been second a tew nines and Gnfcradton (tors aas a dose-Lto hum ol IS to 
It Ba» at Think 13 ctoys agi rfiie Btea 01 Oak managd a tanth of IB n a Umngein hmxtcsp 
10 (toys a@) wdi res amassur partner ountog « 2Si at mene^o. Bui one n( me yoji^r homes esi be 
eqwnd, «en n a Inwffade handicwi such as this, to Ma Iw measure and me or* »*o appears mon 
BCARUS quest, who Miaainn&Mshtae thbiL beoen HO iwi&msafey Anamaonernde D^imn 
nareScaplO days back. Pahafis a «oor can pereuade die fcushatingAdiMce East o put hts bea tow 
tanrod, whle Ktaakna EM«or. rum-up « ton Sr tames to a fSpon hanttcep (an nme. and Stag AM 
Dead, a ha/Henah Becond to an 18-runner Newcastle handicap m Mach, m omers » enrnder. Ihoee 
eflms «bi ewer 10 tortongs, to they ham the a»raia- SHadtaC CARUS QUEST 

j c nhl DONTPORGETTOWTE HANDICAP (CLASS D)£Ay900 added 
1°^ " I ^es & mares 5f Penalty Vafeie £3^35 

1 005322 aueafmmOemoHJLE^a7912 0 Rears (3)8 

2 31- AHT0r8A , SCHOrCE(3S7)CT(MfflQllsDeiMs) JBery3 9 6 KDwtoy 7 

3 31164-0 H4E TO TANGO (22) (D) (Ita D N B Peaiffln) G Moore 4 9 3 JFEganS 

4 000400 lADYSHHBfFflfl ID) JE J Mature MWEasttrty 691 B Partita (94B 

5 332100- OKIEY (222) (R) (R BeaciO MS J Rntadtr 4 9 0 Jftram>2 


1 005322 MRMZ9mmOEmoHJlBta79a 0 Reno: (3 ) 8 

2 31- ANnUM-S CHOKE (357) M (Mis CM OeUBi) J Beny3 9 B KDrriey 7 

3 311640 TB4E ID TANGO (22) DO) (Ms D N B Peaoon) G Mne 4 9 3 JFEganS 

4 000400 IAOTSHBWF(MJiD|lEJMa®wMWEasi»t»691 BParirtaRAB 

5 332100- OAIEy (222) (R) (R BaacS) MS J Ftartadui 4 9 0 1 Forme 2 

6 314000 PHARAOHS JOT (2UmiftiaiT«RactogCUDlJRapie4S 7 RCodnMC3 

7 OQUff- CMJBlSGBS.(1333)(M5JaieKemefly1MreM Rotady 784 T— Ml 

8 506505 B0(1M DOROIHY B) (LaQy Westbrook) T&slBity 4 8 1 LOnmadilD 

9 565204- AHQESApoSKMsFiera WSara&MsSueJores)ABaiey4 7l3 DHMddB 

10 323205 PAIHd2E(24U(D)(NoigaLWamnenN ft«lt4712 J Bawd* (5)6 

-Id doctored - 

KETTBK6 9-1 Bra, 5-1 Oatay, 6-1 Pharaoh* Jej, 190 Boita Dom8iy,TtawToTMa>t 7-1 Anmtato 
Choice, 8-1 Lady Sheriff, 12-1 Areoeba, 14-1 Ctaden Girt, 16-1 Mtaze 
159ft ffe9 6 8 11 N Vtafey 20-11 U l ErbJ 4 wr 

FORM GUDE 

This proxies a ®x» openrg tor NRA, raen if toe hanAappar n hat on her naL She b lUb hgte ttan 
taw reaSy b83Wg and SitoOeer ner 9» Dtnassr srn Marw, tom mj- 2fc atone fte n»k sne 
ren offal R*on (80 last ttna ahen a smrig onJw In tM martet and tnma only me itaMiaMi Fianch Gre 
too g»(L Ids has at para and a* not fie houlSed by rwerilrgmftc Altaic. BU he radd be pressed 
by (tatqy If IptoaRamsdet) has her to good rich forth* reappearance: OMGywenT tar adrdt of Kotawn 
meywretouth and sererth In a 21-nnnerDQniasffir/BfiiJ«ap ner afcbip tad September and oasaJ- 
towru bady dram utoen oweang the AyrSUeer Cup. Oasymon wtee eariar and has scope tor tov 
pDrarem. lidy Sbedff is fiftoaM ner ire UtongK on fast gouna aid has beam neeiy hmricapped 
mat a long ksng spel, tarta BoMn Dorafty and me Egfly-rand Antorta - * Cboka ran note tfw ms- 
finca fa*. SatadtantNm 




HYPERION 

2JL5 Rosewood Lady SL45 Kalar 3JS ShaJ- 
stayhcWy 3-45 MaSbu Man 4JL5 Kingsdown TTix 
JL45 Bold Aristocrat S15 BIya_ 

GOING: .SlBivlnni- 

P BAw aPMjStAQE: High Erom 67 to lm “If. 

fe^asasssjssssfsss 

UTL MAIDEN AUCTION STAKES (CLASS R 

S£3^0ad*d«« >SI 

, jumti 


i Mpruv 

HEY UP MAIEJ Beny BID- — 

BUSSlASBOI»BA(aWWlB' 

BLUE KUHN bmnwn 85—-—"-^ 
StfSt RASCAL NlArr^n 8 5 

* 3 S& 3 ftS^= 

BiCKAHHSueaBO-- 


" I Wea rer 4 

GDtaUd 8 

TGUdandinB 

ts« e04toM9 

_ 

__A McCarthy 17) W 
^Uattn Dayar (3) 3 


9 UUHOURARBroinenanBO MAdarecS 

10 4 SUMMERSEAT (26) CftadM380— (Mm2 

11 2 ROSEWOOO UOT (33) K Buka 7 12 _CRta»w7 

12 RUiHS CB4 8 Pnace 1 12 — B Ow tawll 

13 SWHTRDSERB0SS7I2 __RM*nSiS 

-ISdectared- 

BEimec 7-2 Om Stager, 4J. My Up Mata. 6-1 Ra«M»d IMy, T-lfteeta 
(testa, 8 -i Dotofttoe Jo, OtadtaA aMwanwrtr IMtataw 

BPL AMATEUR RDERS CLAMW6 STAKES 
(CLASS G) (DIV 0 £2^7S added Gf 

1 31^0 ZUHAB(18)P)DUcCan4UlD Mr B Ufa) (5) 8 

2 142056 IMIAR(5) tq tDj (BF) DOopmanB 11 B JAM R(3wk3 B 

3 400040 !MNCMGStDUX(57)RQC9l5114^JBetZaMNtt(7)e 

i Iff. SEA DREAMS (1328) (D) D HpJa 6 11 4 MrCB0Mer7 

5 000560- VEHRO(28B)(D)ABBhOpl01010 -Jdto A Pwdy P) 1 BE 

6 006M SOUM(USA)CU8PH£tomy3109-_J*r*iSpBm«(5)9 

7 OOf&rs OrarowOTAEAfl (9) L uvt tonas S 10 7 — Ur R Tbcrote* 5 

a 050005 PBUOP (ID) 8 Meertn 3 10 6 — I Us*JAMsaa4B 

q 500-0 MBSFVGRIWANCE(iqPEiais399MrVljrtriakd({E)l 

- 9 deotored- 

BEnWft 5-2 DNKtag Skw, 3-1 Ktaw, *W Podap, Sacra, B-12nhMr, 
Htos RrgR PeMBce, 12-1 Sm Dnrar. 20-1 others 

ro~i~cl DETE WE HANDICAP (CLASS D)£4£00 
added 3Y0 ftffles 6f 

1 a- CfEIC0KSnDC7a)P»*ittl9 7-^ SSaade *2 

9 312244 DANCEnBBGKTAWW (28) 6 Mfidrai 9 6 RdU0ial 

3 0332 S1HITMRACLE W(BF)MBe*813 GftciBWP)7 

6 16X064- «RQrtUliyLOTE(187?0))PCae812 TOMw* 

5 Q0015- SMUM«(lS9mCWd86 Snggg 

B 2534-34 G&n (15) R Hemon B 3 DmaOTtaBS 

7 0404-1 SHALSH7H(XJ'(77}CLMJtn i S3 MMtoltasw(3)9 

8 4351M HAIBASHA (3) ID) 1 Benj 8 1 fiCrtarfi 


9 14 BOHffJJUH MU. (38) (D) A S&aeia 7 10 K Ulrica (3) 5 

-Srtactored- 

Mtotaumwefehc TsfiOft TiwfamtaqpiwJffiirSayBAaW 7B2U. 
BETIBW! 52 CUM Coacwto, 9-lDmcetfteM Q i tJWWy . VI Sl ut M rack , 
8-1 Haw* M7 law, 8-1 GopL 10-1 SMifiqMy, 12-1 MAcra 

[3^gj W WW HANDICAP (CLASS C) £7025 

1 003C-0 SnPPe6flMW(BannGLUXR591DJBDidaeUBV 

2 205341 ARSaiMAN(M)|p)JBeny792 BCsrt*r4B 

3 4Q3D02 2 MGTS IMNCSl ( 22 ) (C) (D) E Ahton 6 9 1 KFafcaS 

4 263524 MJBOMAacpfl)U*W®«Hai5B9 FlynctmiO 

5 0-35000 SWBWTIHTHEBAM>(M)ffi)BMcM3ncnG86J.Neutai8 

6 506S32 WW*SHP9(q)|D)I)>*)Wr JorTes586®aO — CftaKer2 

7 063501 UN® SJW (36) (CO) A Bafcif 6 8 3 SSMdesS 

8 lB3Ad2 G8SRAL Sn PEIBI (U) (CO](BF) NCtaatf0n5B3 

... . J MHtaM &— *— (E) 6 

9 2100-13 MAUBUUAN(U)(C0)(Bf)EWieeier5Bl TSpretol 

10 000-520 PERFECT BRAVE SJBsUr* 6 7 10 N Cantata 7 

-IDdectarad- 

BETOK: 3-1 ZJ£q 7* Dancer, 4-1 ABsattawn, 6-1 8toppa*9nm, 6-1 Gaw- 
end Sk Pater, 7>1 Mtataa Man, 8-1 Hobo Mage, 12-1 ottam 

Pfc] ISDN SCLUNG STAKES (CLASS G) £2^75 
_l=rJ added 3V0 lm 4f 

1 461410 KMGSDOMM IRK C24 (Dt 6 L Moore 9 2 RPartrea3 

S 333404 sromSOWHBBN (9 Rttalrahaaa 9 2*^1)041(3)28 

3 500 S80R STAR (3Q D Buriief 8 11 .SDrawal 

4 .306043 SPOMMUCRS (19) B Baud' 8 11 ACBtaMa5 

s 0040- SgagHIBlS (255) L UOiri-JaiB » 8 6 -J 8 ndied»y Hert (T) 4 

-5dedarad- 

BEnWGi lb-11 HgtadonaTYbr, 4-lSpnrrtiririrf, »2 Sherioo Sorandai, 
8-1 SBttHefc, M-l Slmr Star 


I4 4BI RPL AMATEUR RDERSCLAMNG STAKES 
(CLASS G) (DIV D) £3^375 added Sf 

1 416462 (Mm SUN&JWE (35) G L Moore 7 11 4 M»J Moore 8 

2 501624 BOlDABSIDCHIlf P3)p)H H *diBBd6112 JmStatall 

3 633432 DFSHri NKADBl (24) (CD) (BF) 0 Chapman P 11 2 

— ,.m* R Oak 6 

4 000060 0KaAfffinHASN|10mmD%ane7112JbsKWt{n7B 

5 142030- E5PIA (9G1) (CD) I Moore 6 11 2 Mr* S Moore®) 2 

6 103300 UTILE BW (B) (CD) P EtfJR 6 11 0 llrAEwns®) 4 V 

7 0650-36 SHARP HOU? (5) J Boned 5 10 9 MtoSBoM«y3 

8 3- CQSCOROBA (3Q) J Bsay3 20 5 Mm»bbbJom»5 

9 00 BNERBtSRtt(mWBRSboim410 5JfimKnitM(7)9 

-9 doctored - 

BETlWfc 7-2 BoU AiMacrat, 4-1 Uttta fcor, 92 Denit taradv, Htata 
Smhtoe, S-l coscoreba, 7-1 SMrp HoBy, IM Espta, 20-1 MM 

DECTHAfPCAP (CLASS E)£4p25 added 

1 310623 ONE OFFT1S HAI. (M) (D) G t Moore 7 ID 0 KFUoa2 

2 434126 PRBria DANCE RICO) DKJaies 10912P PI4wtaryP)7 

3 626460 JUW IHE USHI5 00) (CtQ S Hbods 4 S 11 WRywifl 

4 2660-00 OTYANHWOm (23) DCffigtM4 99 HbamrS 

5 6051 G6 SIXIEAPP((CAM.0^(ClBPCcdes499_SFaritaMr(S)B 

8 131110 H7NEMONEr(29)®S9flHiAtaiesd89£J>ft«h*a3 

7 404006 BWHAK(USA)017)(D|PltalB«v7B8— DraaONaMlD 

8 0-53140 BtM(23)DMcCain587 .VSMurySB 

9 256335 EI£GAU.7YDUIS(63) L Moreapre HaB 4 8 5 GCtatarl 

10 00Q00D- BHOMHAIUM -J7) tJn, Baftaa Wding4 a 3 R Price 4 

11 6-46224 SHUITl£C0«(73)nmDCnspran68aACBlBMll 

12 04QF641 HAFFT BRAVE (3D) P CtSIdel 5 7 11 IUm*12 

-12dectoctd- 

BEnwe 7-2 Happy Brara, 5-1 heater Dame, M, dm OfMba itaR, 7-1 
talhe Monnftfl-1 JtanpTbe Uddt, 10-1 9na Hotter. Sbotttaecr*, 12-1 
others 


ASCOT 

130: 3. NO«SETtE>_W^^ 

Bl-wao ^ J AiJS'^w t®- 70 : 

m av StranM ftJMCaR: 


ZYMOTORder ^ 

St 


•SiSB ffJSSKi 

S?lSSc £ 58 - 00 - CDJNWW; SD 3 g« 

fSt f?** £11755. TrrasC £3J540.4ft Tito: 
citfASD. 


RACINC SERVieES 

0891 26 L+ 

vu “'- — --"Tsnfijs! 


^^WilBIPgPAHC apaW 

-fMSJSSSS 

-ife'usssssana 

5 fcSSSSwB c-a: £0-00. 


[wolvebititonI 


iQgrcrriJftgJ! 




^i^i^OUSHTONS WpftJ 

•s-iwfrssssifc" 

s^asrsKStf® 

^ CtMoTOfflni Forecast: 

ss^-^ 173 " 7 *- 

rrfl rt oSxrt £l50Ja 


ione'of thff 


EXETER 

£20: 2. KlUJNd YME (D i ftaWefl 11-8 
far. 2. Mramora 61)108 Mtfn> 
100-30. 5 raft. 7. 24. (D Burchefl). Tote: 
£2^0i £ 1 - 60 , £2^0. Dud Rwecast: £5.60. 
Cormutar Straight forecast £8.64. 

ZS& a. COlJDNB. BUtzeftllfUfiSfl 2-5 
tar, 2. ®owta)( Rock 7-1; 3. Pools Future 
12-1. 5 ran. 6, 7. (Miss H KnQJX). TWK 
£1120; £1.10, £1.70. Dual Forecast £2JX. 
ComfltrtBf Strait Forecast £3.53. 

330: 1- THUNDER ROAD UO**y) 5-2) 
2. Otter Prince 14-1; 3. B ea ch fl dt 16-L 7 
ran, u-10 flwSpnrff To tt (unseattd fltto). 
ri, 6. OteBfi Krtfim. UsM: £2.70; £1-30, 
£6.70. Dud forecast: £43ja Comprmr 
Strplffn Foracasr £27^4, 

4J)0: 1. HENLEY REGATTA (S BuncujJD 
7-2:ZBIslwCtarttail;3.lftOoBductor 
2-1 flat S cas. 12; 2. (Pteftnfl. TWa: £550; 

' £1.50, £2.40. Dud Forecast £6.10. -Com- 
pijterSnaSht Forecast £13.28, 

4J3& X- MYSTIC HIU. U FiasO 1-3 fe»7 
Z. Sheop Stacdor 6-1; 3. Mas Snutar 12-1. 

- 5 ran. W, 6. (R frost). IMrt £140; £1-10. 
£1.40. Dual Forecast: £2.00. DOdWOf 
Slnteda Forecast: E3L84. Nc*i Runner; BeB 
One. 

- 660:1. (SSWAVttAkpUiO 9-4; ZS«*»- 
oaokw 6-H 1 Plpertte Rock 13-6 few. 8 
ran. S, 4. (N WBBreO. Tote £2.70; £160. 
£1.40. Dual Forecast £4-50. Computer 
StjSfJtt Forecast: £14.67. 

PMCMota £6850. QuaftHb £14.10. 
PImm 8 t £3SL80. Place 5: £22-25. 


PLIMPTON 

ZJXfc 2- CfitCUS COLOURS IS Fm) 5-1: 
Z Patar Mosaiiqr 10- 11 tav; 3. Btser BaMI 
20-L 7 ran. Ife W. 0 Jsrftnd.TolK £ 6 Jft 
£2.70. £3.90. Orel forecast: £4-80. Com- 
putar Soagfit Fbrecast £14AL. 

2j4& £ PERSIAN EUIE 0 Osborne) 6-4 
far, 2. Nonflc Spree 8-1: 3. Ben Borwrten 
U-Z 8 ran. 4, >/>. (C E^rton). Tata 
£LB 0; £L30. £190. OF: CI£0. CSf: 
£11-83. 

3JI0: L FRAZER ISLAND (D (Tfiufcan) 
2*5 lav, 2. Uftlwopd CasHa 7-2: 3. .Drawn 
Leader 9*2. 3 no. 8, a tfctancB- (B to»). 
TMM £130. Dud Forecast £ 2 . 00 . C SR 
£2.16. 

3JOT1 7HS«E«B« *A PMoCotfS-d; 
2 . Itoratan Pawn 50-1: 3. Setaian 33-1 S 
m. 4-7 ftw Threesodo (puled up). 3, tfisL 
(M Roe). Tote £2-10; £100, £2dJXJ. OF: 
£20 JO. CSF: £36.39. 

430: 1 UNDOTS LOTTO (J totonagil 
4-1: 2 . Cwritenii Hero 11-4; 3. Paper Star 
7-2- 7 ran. 9-4 tev StormfnB Pjgvn- 8 , fi. P 
unite), Rta £4Jft£2.70, £ 2 X 0 . Oft £600. 
CSf: £1437. Incase £ 37 . 99 . Non Runner 
Btazar Moririera 

4L5ftlMJJBeZMNCS»00stone>54 
few Z. Wdrt la A mOOB 9-4; 3- BL©M»eeJ 
Bfll 7-1 4 ran. I 1 /*, 8.(0 Sherwood). Tote 
£180. Df; £ 200 . CnrnpttaSWWtt ft»- 
casc £448. 

Placcpob £28,10. Quadpot £2930. 
Plac* ft £58.85. Place & £34.83. 


CHELTENHAM 

5.25:1 VITAL SONS (Mr OMatdnas) 11- 
-2: X Jtadbramam 7-1 3. CtadmaMn Jed 
20-1. 10 raft. 6-5 1» Douhto Ttmier (4tW. 
4. & (M Dare). Tote: £5.40; £160, £2-00, 

£4.10. Dfi £13Llft CSf: £3137- 

£52 JO. NRk Afs Soy. 'ftjuem. 

6j0ft LMSSWU3RD0K(Mr£U«ai4 
U-10 tar. 2. aed Oak u-2; 3. m tataod 
15-8. 6 ran. 3, 2fA. (0 GaMsworthy). Tote 
£190; £130, £120. DP. 13-80. CSF: 
£6.40. NR: H«hwny five. 

&35: 1 RISIY BRffiGE (Mr R Burton) 4- 
ljt ftw, 2. Tlw Ma W a t ma 5-1; 3, Young 
Brava 5-1 10 ran. 4-1 Jt tor rtentas. VL 
13. (Mbs S Johnson). Tote: £3.50; £190, 
£180, £2.40. DF: £5.40. CSF: £22^8. Trio: 
£7.00. 

KELSO 

5-45SL AMERICAN HERO (B Storey) 4- 
6 tar. 2. StegtaC Sand 11-ft 3. BoM Ae- 
couritld-l B ran. 14, 26. ® Aflan). Tote 
£180; £100. £19a OF: £110. CSf: 
£180. 

OJAlCARUSLEBAWUnrSlPMt- 
m) awns tmr. 2. Cangbt At test 7-1 3L Hand 
Of Straw ll-2.13rw.3V5, 6. 0 Ben». Tate 
£200; £110, £1TO £2ia Oi £4J0. CSR 
£6.64. Tna £&90. NR; Peter WM. 

- 6-50: 1 NLNKAY (B Storey) 6-1 2. 
iVbaat Fettle 5-13. V Ws nta Boy 9-2 ta 
U ran. 2, 10. (M Barnaa). Tata: £1000; 
£220, £170. £120. DF: £17.00. CSF: 
£32-01 Tneasc £136.04. Tna £28.10, 




Knight double 
at Exeter 

Henrietta Knight retained her 
crown as the Queen of Exeter 
when saddling a double at the 
course yesterday afternoon fol- 
lowing victories for Colonel 
Blazer and Thunder Road. 
Only Martin Pipe has trained 
more winners at the Haldon Hill 
circuit in recent years. 

Colonel Blazer and Jason Tb 
tley appeared to have a simple 
task in the Royal Navy ‘Nation- 
al Hunt’ Novices’ Hurdle and so 
it proved as stablemate Blowing 
Rock was the only rival to pose 
a threat. 

The five-year-old proved a 
flop on his last outing at Ayr and 
Miss Knight explained: “He 
ran badly there but Jason said 
he lost a shoe and his action at 
the same time.*’ 


sport 

Windfall for top 

Welsh dubs 


Akehurst: Ttains Tregaron 

There was a blast from the 
post in the Chobham Slakes 
when Nwaamis, who was fifth in 
the 1993 2.000 Guineas, finally 
found his way back to tbewin- 
ners' enclosure ai the age of five. 
The old horse has been kept 
from the track hy a parasitic dis- 
ease which affects the nervous 
system called EPM- Someone 
may be suffering from a simi- 
larly debilitating affliction 
tonight known as cx-PM. 


CHRIS HEWETT 

Next year’s Welsh champions 
will rake in well in excess of 
£50QJ)0Q in prize-money under 
new financial arrangements an- 
nounced in Cardiff yesterday. 
Broadcasting and sponsorship 
revenue will allow the Welsh 
Rpgfciy Union Co _pm a £3_5m pot 
on the premiership table, 
enough to ensure all eight par- 
ticipating clubs at least 
£367. (XXX just for turning up. 


bounced back to run a big race 
[she was second to Musical Bliss] 
in the 1989 2,000 Guineas.’' 

Looking further ahead to 
the Derby, although the key tri- 
als hove yet to be run, at this 
stage Wright likes Fahris, win- 
ner of the Feilden Stakes. 
Wright says: “Fahris returned a 
figure of 129 - the best by a 
three-year-old this year. If you 
take the view that hi.* Is bred to 
be better at a mile and a half 
than nine furlongs, be would be 
fair value [William HID and the 
Tote go 20-1 J for Epsom." 


principality can look forward to 
competing on a level playing 
field with the Leicester, Baths, 
Wasps and Harlequins of this 
world. Although previously im- 
poverished sides like Neatb 
wi]] look on this latest cash in- 
jection with an ironic eye - had 
the reigning champions picked 
up half a million for winning last 
season's tide, they would almost 
certainly have kept Leigh 
Davies and the Llewellyn broth- 
ers at The Gnoll- they are now 
secure in the knowledge that the 
wolf has moved further away 
from the door than at any point 
since the onset of professkm- 
alism. 


There is. however, no such 
thing as a free lunch - or, in rug- 

S ’s case, a free pint. Fearful 
at clubs might spend most, if 
not all. of the cash on six-figure 
salaries, the WRU is hying 
down a number of conditions 
designed to ensure at least 
some investment in player de- 
velopment and will reserve the 
right to examine the books of 
ail participants. 

Such strings have caused 
problems in the past; Llanelli, 
.up to their eyeballs in debt, re- 
cently passed up the opportu- 
nity of a £200,000 loan from the 
WRU because they objected to 
restrictive clauses in the agree- 
ment. Bui the signs arc that full 
agreement between the clubs 
and the governing bod}' will be 
reached before the end of the 
current campaign. 

Happy news at Bath, too, 
where Gareth Adams, the Eng- 
land A hooker forced to retire 
from all contact span at 26 be- 
cause of neck problems, has 
been appointed director of 
youth development Adams wfl] 
be expected to strengthen ties 
with the dub’s high-profile rug- 
by academies at Colstons 
School in Bristol and Bath Uni- 
versity. 


Saints wait on Hunte 


Rugby League 

DAVE HADF1ELD 

St Helens and Bradford have 
both delayed naming their 
teams for the Challenge Cup fi- 
nal - but the problems they face 
in making their decisions are dif- 
ferent. 

Saints’ coach, Shaun McRae, 
is still waiting for Alan Hunte, 
the in-form centre whose ham- 
string injury could keep him out 
of the Wembley line-up, to 
prove his fitness in time to 
play. 

With Swansea ruling out any 
prospect of SCott Gibbs re- 
turning to make a guest ap- 
pearance in the final, McRae 
will have to choose between 
Andy Haigfr and Vfla Matautia 
to fill Hunte’s place if he fails 
to recover in time. 

Saints' other recent casualty, 
Derek McVey, is back in train- 
ing after ankle ligament trouble, 
but McVey must dedde whether 
he can risk a forward who has 
not played since Good Friday. 


For Bradford Bulls' Matthew 
Elliott, the question is who to 
leave oul Apart from the long- 
term invalids. Jason Donougher 
and Warren Jowitt, he has a full 
squad to choose from, with the 
composition of his middle backs 
the main riddle he has to solve. 

“I’ve already had sleepless 
nights about it,” Elliott said. 

The Cup’s sponsors. Silk Cut, 
are again putting up a £10,000 
prize for any player who scores 
a hat-trick oi tries in the final 
on Saturday. 

Bradford's Robbie Paul col- 
lected such a cheque when he 
became the first player to do 
so in a Wembley final, cap- 
taining the Bulls to their 40-32 
defeat by Saints last year. He 
still could to become Wemb- 
ley's youngest-ever winning 
captain if he lifts the Cup this 
weekend. 

Leeds and Sheffield Eagles 
have both made inquiries for 
David Bradbury, the Great 
Britain tour loose forward who 
has been transfer-listed at 
£200,000 by Oldham. 


Wright debut 
as England 
go for youth 

Hockey 

BILL CQLW1LL 

Lucflla-WrighL Olton's 17-year- 
old striker, is set to make her in- 
ternational debut against the 
United Stales in England’s 
opening match of the Five Na- 
tions Invitation Tournament 
which starts today in Vancouver. 

Olton's inclusion in a squad 
containing five teenagers 
demonstrates the commitment 
to youth of the coach, Maggie 
Souyaye, and her emphasis on 
attacking hockey. 

“We must have the confi- 
dence to play a more attacking 
style, exhibiting high levels erf fit- 
ness and skill,” Souyave said. 

Experience will be provided 
by the captain, Mandy Davies, 
and the 34-year -old Karen 
Brown, who will be winning her 
250ih outdoor cap out of 285 in- 
ternational appearances. 

Brown is one of five players 
from the Great Britain squad 
who went to the Olympics in At- 
lanta. Surprisingly, the 26-year- 
old Joanne Mould will be 
malting her first England ap- 
pearance as one of six new caps. 

A first cap also goes to Usa 
Copeland, the 24-year-old de- 
fender who has made tremen- 
dous progress since last 
summer's move from Ipswich to 
champions Slough. 

After cutting their teeth cm 
the Americans, England en- 
counter Canada, Japan and 
Ireland, who are all in England’s 
group in the World Cup quali- 
fying tournament in Harare, 
Zimbabwe, in August. 

BTfiLAW SQUAD (fha Hattons MtMtaa Tow- 
iraiM«,VtaTOOUai);llDHiM(0apO.H RoulSU- 

Kn CcttfefcS. S Blanh*, K Bwwton, p Multai. 
J Mould, C VtoM (ImSBl K Brown. L 
Copolond, J Smith J Empson iCav 

aduyLTCnUee, LNnreonitw, CRcMKHgi- 
VMfl.lVMghtpQDnLDMoraten-SitatopittoJ. 


Football 

7 JO untasa sratwf 
HATKMW1M FOOTWli JBWUB 
SECOND DIVISION 

Bradford CftyvOtorttan (7.45) 

GM VAUXHA1L CONFERENCE 

Southport « Wottnf (7JB) — 

KtS LEAGUE Pwndar DtataHw Daffnhm & 
Redtadgs v Chewy (7-45). 

UMBOND LEASU! Pranriar DMtaMe BOTber 
Bn&vBBhopAtoMmd; ftwkteyvCota^nKv. 
First Dtatatao: Worioop v F'andeyCoMc. Prus- 
Ktontl cap Final gocond tag Spartans 

1 1 ) v Runcorn (0) (7.45). 

DR MARTENS LEAGUE Prmrier DMsion: 
doCfci'GloucosMrTSJWuyvCoffifwsWrSud 
buy Town u Grestey Bwas. MUawd Krtak*: 
SltopsM Dynamo v Trnwrth. 
WMStOMEAD MW t£AGUE Hrtf Dtatatao: 

O^W&rto 0 rwsvFurTiess( 6 .O):&fierwcfiBor- 
uu 0 i » aedurtwn. 

MBHJNK EXPRESS NBXAND A12JANCBM* 
Mchv SnpenhH. 

JEWSON EASTCFH UEAGiS Prenrtar Dtviaton 

(7.45); WMWi v Sotos WW«* * HBteasd. 


Britain’s top 
two seeded 
at Queen’s 

Tennis 

JOHN ROBERTS 

Both Tim Henman and Greg 
Rusedski will be seeded for 
i the £422,000 Stella Artois Grass 
Court Championships at 
Queen's Club, London, from 
9 to 15 June, the first time that 
two Britons will have been 
I seeded for the singles in the 
Stella's 29-year history. 

Henman is currently ranked 
No 16 m the world. In common 
with Rusedski, No 40 on the 
ATP Tour list, he has an 
attacking style suited to the fast 
courts. 

Michael Chang, the world 
No 2, heads a 56-strong field in 
the singles competition, which 
also includes Goran Ivanisevic, 
twice runner-up at Wimble- 
don, Sweden’s Thomas En- 
qvist, and the 1992 champion 
Wayne Ferreira, of South 
Africa. Fete Sampras, the world 
No 1, has asked for one of the 
five wM cards to be reserved for 
him. 

The sponsor announced a 
new deal worth flOm, which will 
secure the future of the com- 
petition for the next five years. 
By 2002, nearly £30m will have 
been invested in the event over 
the 24-year period. 

Tickets for the 5,900 capacity 
Centre Court have already sold 
out, but there are 1,800 unre- 
served seals available on the out- 
side courts, Monday to Friday, 
to holders of the daily ground ad- 
mission tickets, priced £8. 
HThe US Open wiD award prize- 
money totalling $11,821,890 
(£73m) this year, a record sum 
representing an increase of Sni- 
per cent over last year's prize 
pool, the US Tennis Association 
said yesterday. 


UKSPORT IMTED COUNTES LEAGUE Pra- 
irftaDMtaiJisNOftharnpiOTSpCTc^S(»«rB 
& UoydS Oortiy; St Matts v Stanrtonl. 

HARP LASER NATIONAL LEABUE OF DELAHD 
PUnW5 ffat NG OUrtaalivifttBstW (7.49. 
PORTING LEAGUE PraraJftr DtataJoK Deity v 
Oldham (7.0): Braun \i &mmj 9 wn (T^)r, Mm- 
chaster M v Btarttoum (7J». Sound Qbtatao: 
tofetev ManctKBwCny (7 Dc soctaxatv York 
<6.4*3. 

AVON INSURANCE CttffiKttlON fat DM- 
Mok Chatsea v MrtwU (7.0) lot Kktaontart); 
Luton tf BuJuon f7.0): Watftrt y Swindon. 

Speedway 

PREMER UEASUfi KNOCK-OUT CUP: SteSfefc 

vEdMu#it7.45i. 


Other sports 


SNOOKER Embassy VKjrid atomoionsNps 
{Steffeid). 

WHtETBDtaWwWCtai p q ta rt to ftte^ 

ter). 

ibhs! Man's and Women's sateSie arants 

(HatJWffl. 
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‘We seek your help to smash a system under which, now 
year of 1955 , human beings are being bought and sold lik 


In the unlikely event that Vinnie 
Jones could be persuaded to look 
back beyond his last childish prank 
and explore the history of industri- 
al relations in English football he 
would come across Jimmy Guthrie. 

Guthrie, who led Portsmouth to 
a famous 4-1 victory over Wolver- 
hampton Wanderers in the 1939 FA 
Cup final, achieved greater promi- 
nence as a troublemaker, leading a 
struggle for the pay and conditions 
enjoyed today in English football 
even by players of Jones's limited 
ability. 

What I am coming to quickly is 
the consternation Jones has caused 
by threatening to challenge legally 
the transfer fee system that applies 
if plavers want to move between 


English clubs at the end of their con- 
tracts. 

As it is a system supported by the 
Professional Footballers’ Associa- 
tion, who shared concern expressed 
generally over the controversial 
Bosman ruling that allows players 
to move freely to other countries, 
voubave to wonder if there are peo- 
ple other than Jones involved in the 
issue. In other words, who put him 

up to it? _ 4 

In fact, total freedom of contract 
was exactly what Guthrie sought 42 
vears ago when addressing the 
Trades Union Congress. “I stand 
here,” he said, “as the representa- 
tive of the last bonded men in 
Britain - the professional foot- 
ballers. We seek vour help to smash 


a system under which, now in this 
year of 1955, human beings are 
being bought and sold like cattle. A 
system which, as in feudal times, 
binds a man to one master or. if he 
rebels, stops him getting another job. 
The conditions of the professional 
footballer's employment are akin to 
slavery [‘Slaves in Chains’ was the 
headline placed above reports of 
Guthrie’s oration].” 

Guthrie went on: “They smirch the 
name of British democracy. I have 
been accused by the football boss- 
es and in the press of exaggeration 
in diking about ‘slavery’. Let the bit- 
ter facts speak for themselves.” 

They were that a professional 
footballers contract ended on 30 
June each year when he was either 



KEN JONES 


retained for a further 12 months, 
placed on the open-to-transfer list 
or given a free transfer. A retained 
player who did not agree terms re- 
ceived no money and could not 
move elsewhere. Similarly, a play- 


er on the open-to-transfer list was 
no longer on the payroll and could 

not move until a fee was paid for his 

services. 

• Considering that iL was six more 
years before things began to change 
we have come a long way in a rela- 
tively short time. In 1960, when on. 
tour with the England Under-23 
team, George Easrham told me 
that he was determined to get awav 
from Newcastle United even it 
rneam going on strike. There was no 
great cause in Eastham’s mind but 
the stubbornness that brought about 
his transfer to Arsenal inspired a 
well-organised campaign, led bril- 
liantly by Jimmy HBt that put paid 
to the maximum wage and the re- 
tain and transfer system. 


Nevertheless allowing dubs to put 

- t m cm rm- 


settied players who were out of con- 
tract made sense. It still does, 
protecting most obviously the small-, 
er dubs and, therefore, the unique 
structure ofEnglisb. league football. 
- This week, in an interview he gave 
to the Sun, the PFA’s chief execu- 
tive, Gordon Taylor, expressed fears 
That would never have occurred to 
a man of Guthrie’s militant nature. 
‘The system is not out of date be- 
cause it works,” Taylor said. “Of 
course we will refine it because of 
jfosm an - But don’t tear up every- 
thing and start again. There is se- 
curity for players in this country. 
They cannot be sacked- Contracts 
have to be honoured... Wt do not 


want freedom across the board be- 
cause my. members realise it would 
afreet the chibs they came from and 
often go back to." 

- Whqi l w^ameinbarof Taylofs 
union and a delegate to its annual 
cbnfereace-i felt the need for rad- 
ical ehangeas much, as anyone. Lai- 
er on newspapers provided me with 
an opportunity to campaign for im- 
provements in the working condi- 
tions of professionalfooflwllers. 

Janes should count himself lucky. 
There was a time, I thinfo when he 
would have been advised to scek al- 
ternative employment Stick to lug- 
ging "cement, raising "chickens. 
Foolishly, he is now threatening the 
very system that made his overblowa 
status possible*- * . 


Universities upset 
slipshod Sussex 


Cricket 

DEREK PRINGLE 
reports from Fenner’s 
British Universities 217-6 
Sussex 198 

British Univ win by 19 runs 


First it was Ireland, yesterday it 
was the turn of British Univer- 
sities to upset ihe cosy status quo 
of county cricket by beating 
Sussex in the current round of 
Benson and Hedges matches. 
English cricket is not strong, but 
if the giant-killing trend con- 
tinues at this rate. England may 
even have a chance of trounc- 
ing the Aussies, though it is un- 


likely that Michael ALherton can 
rely on them playing quite as 
poorly as Sussex did at Fenner s. 

This was the students' first win 
in this competition for seven 
years and they last beat York- 
shire at Headinglcy in 1990. But 
if the win was a deeply satisfy- 
ing one. the gloss was surely re- 
moved by the tame way in which 
Sussex, having virtually got the 
match won at the half-way stage 
of their innings. lay down once 
the students were able to exert 
the tiniest bit of pressure. Nci- . 
ther side played brilliant crick- 
et, but when steel was needed, 
it was Sussex who could not pass 
the mettle detector test. 

One man who did. however. 


Hampshire shaken by 
Fleming’s ‘golden’ arm 


DAVID LLEWELLYN 

reports from Canterbury 
Hampshire 207; Kent 211-8 
Kent win by two wickets 


He is “The Man with the Gold- 
en .Arm”. Matthew Fleming's un- 
de. the auLhor Ian who created 
Janies Bond, could not have plot- 
ted it better. The former array 
officer’s second five-wieket haul 
in a week in the Benson and 
Hedges Cup earned him another 
Gold Award and helped set 
Kent, five quarter-finals in the 
last six years, on their we 11-wom 
path to the knock-out stages. 

His excellent 5 for 27 - a vast 
improvement on Monday's ef- 
fort - virtually ended Hamp- 
shire’s chances of qualifying 
for the knock-out stages. He was 
run dose for the award by an- 
other Matthew, the diminu- 
tive, talented batsman. Walker. 

The two Matthews preached 
their one-day gospel via their 
bats when they opened the Kent 
innings. Two maiden overs were 
all Fleming could stand. Four 
scoring strokes later and he was 
gone for 13 runs. That left the 
stage to Whiter and he did noL 
waste a moment. He compiled 
bis third one-day half-century in 
consecutive matches, and on 


the wav to a personal best in the 
competition of 553- he passed 
1.000 runs in what was his 50th 
one-day match for the county. 

Just as it would be unfair to 
describe Fleming as. purely mil- 
itary medium (despite his back- 
ground) so it would be a gross 
calumny to regard Walker as 
anything but a cultured stroke- 
maker. He uses his head and - 
cquallv importantly - his feet. 

He had paced his innings to 
perfection and some two and a 
half hours into it was contem- 
plating a century when he was 
yorked by the worthy Simon 
Renshaw. He and Nigel Llong 
had rallied along for a dozen 
overs adding 72. but Llong 
soon followed him to the pavil- 
ion. He had. at least, complet- 
ed his maiden B&H fifty*. 

They wobbled further when 
their captain. Steve Marsh, 
sliced a Kevan James delivery to 
gullv but the Zimbabwean leg- 
spinner, Paul Strang, who had 
earlier proved difficult to wring 
runs from, saw them home. 

And so to Matthew Book 
One. He teased the heart out of 
the Hampshire innings in four 
separate spells, enticing and 
tempting the batsmen to do the 
unwise and that ensured Hamp- 
shire fell short of setting a chal- 
lenging target. 


was Mark Chilton, an econom- 
ics student at Durham and a 
member of the Lancashire play- 
fog staff. In fact all the students 
are on one county staff or an- 
other. so Sussex can at least con- 
sole themselves that they were 
essentially beaten by a power- 
ful county second team. 

Having contributed a sensi- 
ble 34 with the bat, Chilton then 
proceeded to take 5 for 26 with 
his occasional but mesmerising 
medium-pace, as Sussex fell 
apart, losing their last six wick- 
ets for 69 runs in 11 overs. 

Almost as crucial was the 
strangulating spell bowled by 
Stcffan Jones in the middle of 
the innings. Jones, a tall strap- 
ping pace bowler who is also set 
to plav rugby for Bristol, bowled 
his 10 ovens for just 22 runs, in- 
cluding the erucial wicket of 
Keith Greenfield. It was a spell 
that was instrumental in getting 
the students back into the game. 

After the messy blood-letting 
over the winter, this result will 
not be music to the new hier- 
archy’s cars, though it may de- 
flect’ attention from the latest 
squabble at Hove, which in- 
volves the relocation of their fa- 
mous library into a Porlakabin, 
currently inhabited hv the 
coaching staff. 

Indeed the chairman. Robin 
Marlar. was present yesterday, 
but left when Sussex appeared 
to be coasting to victory*. Any- 
one who knows Marlar. would 
not have wanted to be on the 
other end of last night's phone 
call. High on the agenda of ex- 
panations required will be why 
Vasbcrl Drakes, clearly sent in 
first to hit out. played slraighier 
than Geoffrey Boycott. 

Such convention was some- 
thing that seemed to afflict the 
openers of both sides. Indeed 
few, including the Universities 
coach, Derek Randall, believed 
their 217 would be adequate. 
particular ly after the openers. Ed 
Smith and Tim Hodgson, had 
been slow to play themselves in. 

Fortunately their sloth was 
compensated by some dashing 
middle-order strokeplay as 
Chilton, Will House and Umer 
Rashid added 109 in 16 overs, 
to set a target that was more 
than adequate for Sussex’s cur- 
rent frailty of mind. 
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Mark Ramprakash hits out during his Benson and Hedges Cup innings of 77 for Middlesex against Essex at Lord’s 

More misery for Middlesex P8 shock ^Dwfom 

— 1 11_\ UAjlinnka fhOI in/ 


HENRY BLOFELD 

reports from Lord's 
Middlesex 226-8 
Essex 227-9 
Essex win by one wicket 


After comprehensively out- 
playing Middlesex for six hours, 
Essex almost lost their way in 
the final 60 minutes. When it 
came to the last over, Essex 
needed four to win with three 
wickets in hand - provided they 
did not lose more than one 
more wicket. If they (fid, they 
needed five because Middlesex 
had lost eight wickets. 

Mark Ilott pushed Keith 
Dutch’s first ball to short extra 
cover. Robert Rollins ran from 
the non-striker’s end and la n 
Blanchett threw to Dutch, who 
ran out Rollins. 


Ilott and Ashley Cowan 
scampered desperate singles 
off the next three balls and. with 
two to go, one run was needed 
provided a wicket did not fall. 
But Cowan drove the next ball 
back to the bowler and, with 
Ilott already starting for a run. 
Dutch ran him out ty a distance. 

Two runs were needed from 
the last bail, therefore, and 
Cowan drove to lon®-off where 
poor Blanchett, playing his first 
game for Middlesex, did not 
pick it up cleanly and the sec- 
ond run was completed. So. 
Middlesex have followed their 
aberration in Ireland with an- 
other defeat, and are now un- 
likely to qualify for the 
quarter-finals for the second 
year in succession. 

Graham Gooch and Paul 
Prichard had <pven Essex a 
good start, adding 43 in nine 


overs. Gooch, not at his com- 
manding best, fell to a fine div- 
ing catch behind by Keith 
Brown, and Stuart Law then 
rook command. The Australian 
made 53, but then the runs dried 
up as Paul Weekes bowled an 
excellent spell of off-breaks, 
conceding only 27 in his 10 
overs. Pad Grayson was unable 
to get the ball away and Ron- 
nie' [rani was kept away from the 
strike. Wickets fell regularly 
until the last pair came togeth- 
er - ultimately successfully. 

The only time Middlesex 
looked like scoring enough runs 
was when Mark Ramprakash 
and Weekes put on 69 for the 
third wickeL Ramprakash was 
easily recognisable as the bats- 
man" who had scored all those 
runs two years ago. which was 
the only piece of good news for 
Middlesex. 


Durham won only one game in 
any* of the four main competi- 
tions last season, but yesterday, 
after three half-centuries, David 
Boon produced his first century 
for them and the new captain’s 
efforts were rewarded at IasL 
Simon Brown took the Gold 
Award though for his 6 for 36 as 
Durham beat Northamptonshire 
by 64 runs in the Benson and 
Hedges Cup at Chester-le-StreeL 
Kim Barnett made an un- 
beaten 112 at Old Trafford to 
leave Lancashire struggling to 
quality for the quarter-finals. 
Jason Gallian s half-century res- 
cued the holders from 29 for 4, 
but Derbyshire eased past their 
223 with six wickets to spare. 

At Bristol Robert Ginliffe’s 
113 and a total of 280 was not 
enough to prevent a three-wick- 
et defeat for Gloucestershire by 


Surrey. Alistair Brown (66 off 49 
balls) Ben Hollioake (69) and 
Mark Butcher, batting at No 8 
with a runner, set up victory with 
four balls to ga • 

Darren Maddy, with J 01, won 
his second Gold Award in three 
days to steer Leicestershire to a 
77-run victory over Notting- 
hamshire at Grace Road. South 
African Neil Johnson dripped in 
with 2 for 3S on his debut. 

-Somerset beat Glamorgan by 
141 runs at Taunton. Mark Lath- 
well (77) and Richard Harden 
(68) helped them to 258 and 
Andy Caddick’s three wickets 
sparked a Glamorgan collapse. 

Darren Lehmann made nine 
on his Yorkshire debut and was 
one of Phil Newport’s 4 far 37 that 
gave Worcestershire a 12-run 
win . at Headingley. And Glad- 
stone Small (5 for 23, four in five 
balls) won a first Gold Award 3 s 
• Warwickshire beat Minor Comi- 
ties by 155 runs at Edgjbastoh. 


CRICKET SC 0 REBOARD 


Benson and Hedges Cup 

(One-day matches! 

Middlesex v Essex 

LORD’S: Essex won by one wickeL 
(Essex won loss) 

MIDDLESEX 

S P Moftm Em D Hod 2 

P N Weekes c Pncnana b Such 39 

K P Dutch c Pnchart b Coaian 5 

M R Ramprakash tar o Grayson — 77 

•M W Gating ta b Such IS 

J C Poctey not out 50 

tK R Brown o Don ........ 13 

R L Johnson c Romns 0 Oowan 5 

J p Hewn b fern 2 

a R C Fraser not out - 1 

Extras (foil. w6) 17 

total (for 8. SO overs) 226 

DM not tec i N Burchett 

FMfc 1-5. 2-23. 3-107. J- 135. & 154. 6-187. 

7-194. 8-211. 

Bowfing: IW 10-2-28-3; Cowan 161-36 
2; Irani 10083-0: Such 10-0-34-2: Grayson 
10-0-55-1. 


ESSEX 

G A Gooch c Brown b Rancftett 40 

■P J Pochard b Fraser —IS 

S G Law itm b Hewitt S3 

R C Iran) c Ramprakash D Dutch 45 

A P Grayson c Ramprakash b Johnson .....9 

D R taw c Browi b Johnson .0 

D D J Robmsct c Ganing b Dutch ..._ JB 

tR J Rail ms run out 13 

M C Ilott run out * 

A P Cowan not out -2 

P M Such n« our - Xi 

Extras A3, ID6. w!9, nb6l —34 

Total (for 9, SO overs)— 227 

Fait 1-43, 2 105. 3-163. 4^194. 5-194. 6 
205. 7-210. 8-222. 9-22S. 

Bowling Fraser 10-2-30-1; Hewitt 10-0-53- 
1; Blanchett 6-0-44-1; Johnson 10-0-50-2; 
Weekes 10-1-27-0; Dutch 4-0-14-2 
Umpires: J H Hants and A Clarkson. 

Lancashire v Derbyshire 
OLD TRAFFORD: Derbyshire won by six 
wtefcets. 

(Lancashire won ross) 



fig. 9. How to curl celery 

for garnishing. 



ISDN is up to four times quicker than an ordinary phone line. 
C3fi BT BusinesscoKfitttitiHs on Freefone 0800 800 800. 


freefone 0800 800 800 E 

Fteetax:0800 8 dQ 955 e-maJ- worhsmaniSVihlbs. i . 3 gw.bi.co. 1 Jc 


LANCASHIRE p _ 

A Atherton c Adams 0 DeFrertas . — 16 

A Fsmoff c Knkken b DeFrertas 0 

tWKHegg tab Harris o 

j P Crawley ran out 

J E R GatSan b Roberts 52 

NHFairorothertabRottens 45 

G D Lloyd b Hants - ~~jg 

l D Austin ta b Roberts ..... 

G Yates b Dean J* 

PJ Martin not out 10 

R J Green run out - 

Extras (bl. Ib3. w9. nd6) 

FWkl-l. 4-29. 5-122. 6-138. 7- 

10-1-43-2: 

Z Clarke 5-0-26-0; BlBCKwfll 5-0-38-0: Dean 
7-1-23-1; Roberts 8-0-45-3. 

DERBYSHIRE 

KJ Barnett not out — ^ 

C J Adams ta b Austin — - — —29 

•D M Jones c Heffl b &een 12 

G A Khan cib Gaf&wt -M 

VP Clarke ran out - 

tK M KrtWken not out ... 

Extras 0b7, w5) 

Toby (fbr 4. 4&3 overs)-—— 22S 

F«a 1-68, 2-87. 3-130. 4-137. 

DM not bat: 1 Blackwell. P A J DeFreftas, K 
J Dean, A J Hams. G M Roberts. 

Berating Marvt 93-0-490; Green 9-0-59- 
l; Austin 10-1-29-1; Yates 16143-6 
UOyd 2 -0-8-0; Gallon 4-0-13-1; Rintcxt 
4-0-17-0. 

Umpires: T E Jesqi and R Julian. 

Warwickshire v Minor Co 

EDGSASTOtC Warwicks hi re won by 155 
runs. 

(WBrwfcfaMre non oasw 
WARWICKSHIRE ^ 

•A J Moles 0 BekJsnfi -60 

N M K Smith ta b Radford .3 

DR Brown cFiekKngb Datum 62 

DL Hemp cMcholsonb Dalton -.21 

DP Ostler c &bDafton - --2 

T L Perrtey b Fen -—-36 

AFGtebFeU- -29 

G Welch not out .... 13 

tT Frost not out -10 

Extras (05. ®7, «8, nb6) —26 

Total (for 7, BO aware) 281 

DM not bet GC SmaD. A A Donald. 

« 1-6. 2-91. 3-144. 4-152. 5-189, 6-221 
7-236. ■ 

Bowlne Radford 90-50-1 Sharp 10-1-22- 
0; La uoat 10-1-41-0: Fiettng 8-0-53-1; Dal- 
ton 4-0-28-3: Ftf 9-0-55-2. 

MNOR COUNTIES 

S J Dean ttw b Smafl — ............. -22 

W Larkins b Donald .1 

J P J Sylvester ran out — .0 

*1 Cockbain c Ostler b Small 4 

M A Fell not out — -33 

S V Lsudal b Smart 0 

tPJNlchOBonb Smart - 0 

S N Dalton c Moles b Smart - 0 

JM Raiding bOtes — 14 

nv Radford b Giles „..j6 

M A Sharp ran out 14 

BdraE (103. w5. nb4) 12 

Total (32.4 overs) 106 

Pall: 1-10. 2-10. 3-27. 4-37. 5-41. 6-41. 
7-41.8-71. 9-87. 


Bowfeff Donald 6-1-28-1: Brorai 6-2-10- 
0: Small 7-4-23-5; Giles 10-3-26-2: Smith 
3.44)- 15-0. „ , 

Umpires: V A Holder and J F Steele. 

Yorkshire v Worcestershire 
HEADINGLEY: Worcestershire iron by 12 
nms. 

(Yorkshire two rossi 
WORCESTERSHIRE 

W PC Weston c Eftafcey b Hartley 16 

tS J Rhodes ta b Qougt -0 

G A Hick b SiKwvmod --2 

*7 M Moody c Hanley b Sterep 33 

K P Spuing b VauiJtan 33 

V S Sotanw c '3ou#i b White — 21 

D A leamerdaJe b Gouffi 25 

G R Haynes ta b Srtvewooo -25 

S R Lamptt not out — 14 

P J Newport b White — -3 

J E BnnMey not out ..... --7 

Extras nbl4. w2. nb4) -.20 

Total (lor 9. BO overs) 199 

FStb 1-1. 2-8, 3-50. 4-80. 5-111. 6-122. 
7-167,8-171.9-179. 

Bowline GoufJi 10-1-25-2; Srtverwood 10- 
1-43-2; wrwe 10-2-37-2; Hartley 6-0-35-1; 
Stemo 10-0-30-1; Vautfan 4-0 15-1. 
YORKSHBIE 

T) Byas c Rhodes 0 Haynes — A 

M D Moron ta b Newport —.17 

D S Lehmann b Newport 9 

M P Vaugian b BirMey - 46 

A McGrath e Moody b&inUey 38 

C White e&b Newport 17 

YR J BteAsy c Moody b Newport 11 

PJ Hartley not out 11 

D Gcu#i not but 32 

Extras (U>1. w3, nb4j -8 

Total (for 7, 50 were) -187 

Fat 1-19, 2-31. 3-40. 4-120. 5-125. 6-146. 
7-152. 

DM not bat C E W Sthiewnod. R D Semp. 
BowfinC Newport 10-1-37-4; Haynes 10-3- 
25-1: HWt WK22-0; Umjno 9-0-40-0: 
Brinkley 10-0-35-2: LxHhentete 6-0-37-0 
Umpires: G I Burgess and G Sharp. 

Brttteh Universities v Sussex 
FBffSr&BrititbUnivefsMeswpn by 19 
ream. 

British tinfcersftfes wan t oss 

BRITISH UNIVERSITIES 

T P Hodgson 0 Newell b Robinson .........41 

E T Smith b Drakes 43 

•A Sntfi c Moores b Jams 14 

M J CMton b Drakes —34 

W J House c Taylor b Newell ............. ....24 

U 8 A Rashid c Lenham b Drakes —35 

M A Wagh not out ...... —" •! 

Extras (b7. Ib5. w3. nM) 19 

Total (far 6, 50 ware) 217 

Did not bat: tT M B Batey. S A J Boswert, 
R S C Martin- Jen kite. P S Jones. 

Ftfb 1-87, 2-102, 3-108, 4-162, 5-178, 6- 
217. 

BOMttie Jaws 10-1-41-1; Dt*es 10-1-46- 
3; Kh»i 9-0-39-0: Robinson 10-0-24-1; 
Philips 4-0-20-0; Newel 7-0-35-1. 
SUSSEX 

K Greenfield b Jones 37 

V C Drakas c Jones b Rashid 58 

N R Taylor c Smnh b Wa^i 15 

N J Lenham ran out -6 

CWJAiheyc Battey b Ctulton — 

K Newel Ibw b ChDton .............34 


t*p Moores c Rssnid b Chilton 12 

P w Jaws c Smith b Chilton — ° 

N C Phrthps b Martin- Jenuns 0 

A A Khar c Rashid 0 Chilton - —5 

M A Robmson not out . — -.0 

Extras (bl. Ib2. w 2 . nbB) --13 

Total (48J overs) —-— 7 —^ 

FUb 1-87, 2-110, 3 124. 4-126, 5-167 . & 
176. 7-186. 8-192. 9-19a 
Bowttng: Bowefl 6- 1-29-0: Martin- Jenhrs 
9-0-46-1; Rashid 8-0-33-1; Jones 10-4-22- 
1 : Wa^i 9-0-39-1; Chrtton 63-0-26-5. 
Umpires: J C Baldersione and JT> Bond. 

Leicestershire v Notts 

LE1CE5IER: LeleestereMre won by 77 nras. 

iWortrnghams htre w on ross) 

LEICESTERSHIRE 

0 L Maddy b Dwman — -101 

t J SutcWfe cib Evara if 

*J J Whitater retd hurt — ~--l 

V J Werts c Archer b Evans 0 

N C Johnson b Evans — - -1 

A Haub ran out Jf 

tP A Ntaon b Dowrran — “ 

J M Dahin n« out - 7 = 

D J fiWins run out 

A D MullaBy n« out -0 

Extras (BS. wrlOl 

Total (for 7. 50 orare) . . ..-- 28 * 
Fall: 1-50. 2-190, 3-202. 4-215. 5-23L 6 - 
235. 7-292. 

DM not bat M T Branson. 

Bowling: brans 10-0-61-3: Pen M-51-0: 
To ley 10-2-31-0; Archer 4-0-35^ Sates 10- 
0-62-0: Dowman 7-0-46-2. 

NOTTWCMAMSHDIE 

M P Dowman e Dalan b Johnson -43 

R T Robinson c Noon 0 Mflins -1 

G F Archer b MufiaBy — --0 

•P Johnson c Dakin b Johnson .34 

P R PoilanJ run out — -1* 

N A Gie b DaWn . — 47 

CM Tolley c Dakin b Wells 18 

HN M Noon ta 0 MilhS -24 

K P Evans e Nnon b Damn — 13 

RT Baas not out -4 

RARckcHaobbWeis -5 

Extras (bl, (62, wll, noJi --18 

Total (47.4 mere) 

Falh 1-6. 2-7, 3- BE, 4-95. 5-105. 6-134. 
7-185. 8-209. 9-214. 

Bowfing: MultBlly 8-1-40- 1; Mlrtns 10-3-i5- 
2; Dawn WJ-35-2: Johnson 8-0-38-2; Bnm- 
son 10-1-34-0; Wel& 5.4-0-23-2 
Umpires; H D Bind and B Dudleston. 

Durham v Nort&amptOBSMre 

CHESTER- LE -STREET: Durbam won by 64 
runs. 

(NormampuJnsfBre non toss 

DURHAM 

J J B Lewtsc S bCapei --4T 

P D Colling«od b Mohammad Akram ....6 

M A Rose berry nt wfedtst 0 Taylor 1 

•D C Boon b Emburey 103 

tM P Speign not out ; 44 

N J Speak a Ripley D ErnOurey 0 

MMBetseTaikjrbEmaurey -1 

Extras ao 6 . w7. nbl2) --25 

Total (for 6 . 50 overs) ■■■■ _ ■ 

Fal: 1-17, 2-25. 3-128. 4-225. 5-225. 6- 
227. 

Did not bat J Boaing. N Wteen. S J E Bnsim. 
AWa&er. 


Bowltne Monamrnad Akram 9-1-36-1; 
Taylor 10-0-31-1; Penberthy 7-0-36-0; 
Curran 6-0-26-0; Emburey 8-0-34-3; Shape 
5-0-24-0; Capet 5-0-34-1. 
NORTHAMPTONSMRE 

D J Capel cBoikngb Brown --3 

M B Loya ta b Brown 

•R J Bailey o Brown - — 32 

K M Curran b Brown - O 

A L Penberhy c Soeigm b (Walter 14 

T C Waflon c Brown b Cofcngwood — 28 

J N Snape c CoKingriood b Brcwm 11 

ID Ripfe>- not out 11 

J E Emburey c Brown b Boding _..l 

J P Taylor run out ... — ® 

Mohammad Akram c & b Brown -A 

Extras IE»9. wll. nb2i - ■■22 

Total ovfcfs) reralfil 

4-53, 5-95. 6138. 7- 

139. 3-141, 9-152. . 

B 0 W &19 Brawn 9.61-30-6: Bern 60-21- 
0: KHeen 62-16-0; WaHer 7-1-21-1: Boo- 
ing 10-1-461; CoTOngwood 5-0-18-1 

Omplras: N T Plews and R A White. 

Somerset v Glamorgan 

TAUNTON: Somerset win by SA1 runs. 

Glamorgan won toss 

SOMERSET 

GDRosebWatlbn — — — 

M Bums c James b Rwtan -30 

’9 D Bowler c Shaw b Vtfatkin — “ 

S C Ecdesttjne ta b Dale 16 

M N Lathweil c watwn b Cosher - — 77 

R j Harden c Dale b Parkm 68 

TR J Turner ta b Croft -1 

K A Parsons ta 0 Pawn 10 

J I D Kerr c Shaw b Dale 

A R CadCWk not out 

Extras (bl, IbT. v*14j 

EB&gSS . tsracrig 

7-224. 6245. 9-252. 

Bowfing: VKStlen 10-1-38-2; Parian 10-0- 
42-3; Bale 10-1-61-2: Butcher 4-620-0; 
Croft 10-0-51-1: Coster 6-0-38-L 
glamorgan 

SPJamese&bCadthcK -3 

H Moms b Rose -3 

A Dale e Trump b Kerr 37 

*M P Mayrard c Turner b Caddck 11 

PA Coney C Turner oCaddck — 0 

GP Butcher cH3menb Bums J.i 

tA D SfBrt ta b Rose - — — — ® 

R D B Croft cfdmerb Burrs ---3 

D A Coster ta b Bums -0 

SLWathin rat out 10 

0 T FWm c Harden b Rose -.8 

Extras IIW.W14) -..-18 

Total <304 overs) --•-I® 

Fafl: 1-5. 2-5. 3-37. 4-37. 674. 677. 7- 
84. 684. 9-96. 

Bowfing: Rose 9.4-2-31-3; Caddck 9-0-43- 
3; Bums 60-18-3; Kerr 6-0-21-1 
Um p ires: J H Hampshire and R Palmer; 

Kent v Hampshire 

CANTERBURY: Kent wen by two wWrets. 

Hampshire wan ross 
HAMPSHIRE 

M L Heydw ta o Strang -...48 

J S Lane* b McCaere I 7 


R A Smith ta b Fleming -.20 

*J P Stephenson b Fleming ;.l 

W S Kendall c Dong b Renting -.2b 

P R Whitaker b Fleming _ — - .28 

tA N Aymes c & b Ealham J.9 

K D James not out 13 

S D Udal b McCabe - 6 

S M MHbum c Eaiham b Flemrtg 1 

S J Renshaw ran out -0 

Extras (bl, Ib5. w7. nbl51 28 

Total (405 overe) --—207 

Wt 1-43, 2-BO. 684, 4-124. 6140, 6 
185, 7-185. 8-195, 9-206. 

Bowfing: McCague 61-362; Headley 10- 
0-62-0; Strang 10-622-1; Uong 2-616 
0: Ftemir* 9.5- 1-27-5: Ealham 10-0-39-1. 
K£NT 

M V Fleming c Laney b Renshaw 13 

MJVtelterb Renshaw -S3 

TR Wardb Renshaw -13 

. A P Weds st Aymes b Stephenson 11 

G R Cowdrey b Udal .5 

M A Ealham c Udal b Stephenson .0 

N J Uong b MiBwm - 55 

P A Strang ret out 15 

*tS A Marsh c Hayden b James 1 

MJ McCagje not out 5 

Extras (bl. tt»2. w7) 10 

Tbtai (for ft 454 ovara) 211 

DM not bat: D W Headey. 

Fafl; 1-13. 2-74, 6104. 4-111, 6116. 6 
188. 7-192, 6195. 

Bowfing: Mitoum 5.4-1-32-1; Renshaw 
16634-3; James 7-1-48-1; Staphenson 
166462; Udal 160-37-1; Whttaker 3-6 
17-0 

lAqiiresMJ Kitchen and AG T Whitehead. 

Gloucestershfre v Surrey 

BRISTOL: Surrey won by three wWwtx. 
(GtoucastenWre won toss) 
GLOUCESTERSHIRE 

N JTramorc Stewart bBIckneH 10 

M A Lynch Ibw b Lewis — .1 

R i Cunliffe run out — 113 

S Tbwig b B C HoHbate 67 

tR C Russell c Lews b A J Hdroake ....23 

‘MW Alteyne not out -6 

T H C Hancock b A J Hollioate - 12 

R l Dawson nm out ..... 11 

Extras (bl5. tblQ, wlO, nb2) 37 

Total (for 7. SO overt) 38Q 

DM natbafcMCJ Ball, AM Smith, J Lewis. 
Fa !k 1-5. 2-27, 6196. 4-239. 6242. B- 
265. 7-280. 

BoMfing Btdmen 10-641-1; Lewis 161- 
54-1: BsrJamin 6632-0: SaHSbury 166 
44-0; A J Holkoate 7-652-2; B C HolIkHke 
5-632-1. 

SURREY 

A D Biown b Ball — .66 

t A J Stewart c Atayne b Lewis 7 

B C Hoikoahe st Russell b Aheyne 69 

G P Thorpe b Alleyne ;. 3 

N Shahid b Young 34 

•A J Hoaoake nm out 43 

CC Lewis not out 35 

M A Butcher c Sub b Young 14 

1 D K SalSbUiy not out 4 

Extras (b4, IbB. wB, nb2) 18 

■total (for 2, 493. attnU — — ....282 
Did not bat M P Bidtneli. J E Benjamin. 


Fafl: 1-48. 2-119. 6130, 4-155, 6198. 
6«24JL 7-278. 

Bowfing: Lewis 6674-1; SrrTOTl61_560: 
Your*; 92-654-2: ASeyna 161-39-2; BbS 
6148-1; Hancock 2-0-60 • 

Umpires: D J Constant and P W»ey. 

°«*L 

Warwicks . — 3 2 0 ° 4 

DwbyaWrt - 2 ? ? n - 2 

■ssr ..=3 H I 

Lancasbire 2 0 2 0 . 0 

Minor Countlas_.2 0- 2 0 0 
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Essex 2 2 0 0 * 

Somerset 1 1 0 0 . • * 

Ireland- 1 10-0 2 

Middlesex 2 0 2 0 0 

Glanorgn ,'J1 0 2 O’ - 0 

Second Test 

flrai day; Sri Lanka won toss 

COLOMBO: Match drawn. 7- / 

SRI LANKA- Pb«tlniiliiiB3Sl£ADe »* 

ua 138no, S 7 Jayasuriya72: Satffllfl Mush- 

oq 4-115). • ■ 

PAKISTAN - First hnlnre 292 (Mtxn Khflh 

98no;KSCDe saw 6851 : 4 . .. 

SSI LANKA - SacaHl tanJnre SBR tor * dec 
(S Jaya&wva 133. A de S«w 3fl3 n« out) 
PAKISTAN - Second fontags 
(Owmitfn; 28 for 2) 
ijaz Ahmed e vaas b Arnold 
Saflm Malik c Kaiuwitiwrana b . 

Inzamanvul-haq not out — — « 

Asrf Murfaba c Ranatunga b W® — - -5 


SaoMn Mushtaq not out-l-^-'—r 1 ? 

Extras (Ib3, nbli — 

Total (for 5. 95 overt) — r- 285 
Fafi: 3146, 4-267, 6279 ’ - 

Did not bat tMwi Khan. Mbs#®**"™* 1 * 
Muhammad ZaJvd, Shahid NSW-. 

Bowfing: Vass 167462 K SCds Saw 
162-73-0: Suva 28-1671-2; 

6660; Atapatm 4-661: Arnold frO- 260 : 
H THekaratne 2-1-60. 

Umpires: I Robinson 0m) and ^Manuri 
(SriLante). • V .' ’ 

Man of the match: Aravtndfl • 

Man of the series: Aiartndsde SMj 
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sport 


Morgan knocked out by Hendry and the ‘Prince’ 


Snooker 
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QUY HODGSON 
" . reports from the Caidbte 


oa the theme after Josing 13-10 
to&qrfKnHwj^mfiB Embassy 
Worid Championship quarter- 
fa^ yesterday. It was noi the ref- 
eree diverting ftis gaze. nor even 
me streaker who interrupted 
Roome O’SuOKan scrauemration 
in Febncuy s Benson and Hedges 
Masters, but the far more men- 
acing shape the boaer, “Prince” 

Nasecm Hamed, “It had a mas- 

awebearii]gcntheresulu"hesakL 
The world featherweight 
champion, a friend of Hendiy, 
sat in the press seals which arc 


• Alex Higgins, was not -only a 
- master of the snooker cue, he 
was more than adept at finding 
. reasons for a defeat “He was 
in my line of thought," he once 
xaged about a referee who, he 
claimed, was deliberately stand- 
ingin the wrong place for every 
shot he attempted. 

Z^oen Morgan had a variation 


just a few feel away from the 
table and so unnerved Morgan 
that he insisted he was rumored. 
“I've never met the man,” he sakl 
“I’ve only seen him on idly and 
it was like “wow’. 

“It was putting me off and get- 
ting Stephen in the mood so I po- 
litely asked for him to be moved 
so I couldn’t sue him. He has got 
an intimidating face, you won- 
der if at any minute he's going 
to jump out usd lay one on you." 

The last sentence was said hu- 
morously, although you can 


imagine that the steward who 
hod to tell Naseem to “hop ft or 
Uicrc’D be trouble” failed to 
see the funny side. Morgan, 
too, was sufficiently upset to con- 
template refusing to play unless 
he was moved. 

All of which played into the 
hands of, the six-times world 
champion, who is the last per- 
son to need any help. Both 
players agreed that the Naseem- 
in flue need session, which 
Hendry took 6-2, was the deri- 
sive one and yesterday a 9-7 lead 


was smoothly turned into victory. 

Morgan began in imposing 
form but every time the chal- 
lenger gnt level the holder kicked 
ahead again. The crucial point 
came at ll-10when Morgan mis- 
cucd a blue so horribly you 
feared for the baize. Hendry won 
the frame with a break of 62 and 
then took the 23rd. 

“It was a very hard march," 
Hcndiy said. “People forget 
how good he s and write him off. 
He’s very capable. If he’d beat- 
en me he’d have won the tour- 


nament.” Had he noticed 
Hamed? “He had a big silver 
coal on, you couldn’t mis him." 

Which is not how you would 
describe Alain Robukxn. The 
Frcnch-Canadian 14ih seed bad 
never got beyond the second 
round at the Cruabfe befewe, bm 
suddenly finds himself in the 
semi-finals having exploited the 
gap left by the elimination of Pe- 
ter Ebdon, Alan McManus and 
Dave Harold. 

That gap was caused in part 
by his opponent yesterday, Lee 


UhHcer. and the thanks he got for 
it was a 13-S defeat. Just 9-7 
ahead overnight, Robidoux 
quashed airy chances of anoth- 
er stock with four successive 


frames. His guaranteed prize- 
y, £63,000, will be more 


in the Seventies and Eighties. 
Since then American pool has 
become the predominant cue 
sport in Robidotix’scounuy. 

“I hope this result is going to 


money, — 

f fwm double hfc previous best. 

• Robidoux becomes the fast 
Canadian to get within range of 
the World Qianroiooship since 
rBffThoibum.KgkStevens.Bin 
Werbeniuk and Jim Wych 
threatened io take the sport’s 
power base across the 


bring a lot of publicity because 
» declined,” he said. 


itic 


snooker has > 

Talking about his previous, 
unimpressive record in Sheffield, 
he adde± “I get very nervous. I 
try too hard todowefl and that's 
just the wrong thing to do. Nor- 
mally I'm emeeted to win, this* 
time HI be the underdog. I will 
be stronger this time.” 
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Football 


NICK DUXBURY 


England and Germany were 
told yesterday by the second 
most senior figure in world 
football that they are engaged 
in a meaningless battle for the 
2006 World Cup finals. 

Sepp Blatter, the general sec- 
retary of the game's interna- 
tional governing body, Fifa, 
speaking at the Soccerex exhi- 
bition at the Wembley Confer- 
ence Centre, also reprimanded 
the governing body of European 
football, Uefe, over their efforts 
to reshape toe rules of the 
World Cup bidding process. 

In addition. Blatter indicat- 
ed that fans who wanted to 
: watch World Cup finals in their 
■ entirety after 1998 should start 
saving foT a satellite dish. Uefa 
: - want only one bid per continent 
for the 2006 event, but Blatter 
said: “It is Fife’s World Cup, not 
a matter for confederations. 

“Every national association 
that is part of Fifa has toe right 
. to bid, and Germany and Eng- 
land have the same rights to be 
a candidate. These rights are for 
all associations, not for a con- 
federation to decide.” 

There have been whispering 
campaigns against England, af- 


the passion. Football must re- 
main a game, not become a sci- 
ence. The game is based on 
human mistakes.” 

Arsine Wenger has con- 
firmed (hat he is interested in 
signing the Auxerre midfielder 
Moussa Saib. but insisted that 
any deal for toe £3m-ra(ed Al- 
gerian international could be 
some way off. 

“He is a good player, but he 
is just one of hundreds of play- 
ers that wc arc looking at," 
Wenger, toe Arsenal manager, 
said. “I don't think he will be 
here next season, but you nev- 
er know. He won't make any de- 
cision until May or June so we 
have to be patient.” 

Arsenal will face opposition 
for toe 28-ycar-oJd Saib should 
Auxerre decide to collect a fee 
now for a player who will be out 
of contract next year. Parma. 
Real Soriedad and Valencia 
are also interested. 

The Monaco right-back 
Patrick Blondeau confirmed 
that he wanted to leave the club 
after virtually winning the 
French championship on Tues- 
day, but he is still uncertain 
which country he will be play- 
ing in next season. 

“I was impatient to win this 
tide because it's my first and be- 
cause it will allow me to look to- 



Ifigher than a Rocket: Minnesota forward Kevin Garnett (left) outftimps Houston Rockets' Kevin Willis to control a rebound as Garnett's TimberwoJves’ team-mate Terry Porter 
looks on in the NBA first-round play-off game hi Mnnesota yesterday. It was all to no avafl as the Rockets won 125-120 and took the series 3-0 Photograph: Eric Miller/Reuter 
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a bid, despite an alleged “gen- 
tleman's agreement” that Ger- 
many should cany toe 
European banner. ___ 

. “The fight between England 
aad Germany is for nothing,” 
Blatter -said. “At this stage we 
haven’t even opened the official 
bidding for 2006 - that will come 
at toe end of toe World Cup 
next year. In the autumn.” 

. .. On toe question of TV, Blat- 
ter' said: “The World Cup m 
1998 is not a problem, it will be 
broadcast by the so-called Of- 
r fidal Ttlevision. But things will 
' change after that, although l can 
promise that in Europe at least 
the first game, one semi-final 
and the final itself will be avail- 
able ran free TV.” 

However, while the cameras 
do appear to be calling the tune 
. increasingly, Blatter maintained 
that their influence would only 
be allowed to go so far. 

* : “What we amid not accept 

firm TV is toe idea of time-outs 
or the game split into quarters 
. . or thirds, let alone toe use of 
. third referees in the stands,” he 
- - *aid“If you lose human error 
_ from the game, you wiD also lose 


wards Italy or England," the 
)ld 


29-year-old Blondeau said. 
Blackburn have offered £2m, 
but Sheffield Wednesday and 
Rangers are also in the chase. 

Dean Saunders has blamed 
off-field problems for under- 
mining Nottingham Forest’s 
survival fight. “There has been 
different owners, different man- 
ager and different assistant 
managers," the striker said, 
“and it would be difficult for a 
factory to be run like that, nev- 
er mind a football dub. Vfe can’t 
kid ourselves. It will take a mi- 
nor miracle (o stay up now." 

A knee operation has ruled 
the goalkeeper Gary Whlsh out 
of Middlesbrough's final four 
matches oi their Premiership 
relegation struggle and the FA 
Cup final. Boro's two other 
keepers, Marie Scbwarzer and 
Ben Roberts, are also struggling 
with injuries. 

Wolves* will be without their 
£lm midfielder Steve Corica 
and the winger Michael Gilkes 
for the First Division play-offs. 
Both will have surgery tomor- 
row on knee injuries and are not 
expected to return until Christ- 
mas at toe earliest. 


English pair gain credit 


Table tennis 


Katy Parker, who, at 12 years, 
four months and 23 days, is 
the youngest girl to represent 
England in the World Cham- 
pionships, made a quick but ho- 
nourable exit in the preliminary 
rounds of the mixed doubles at 
Manchester yesterday. 

Parker and her 13-year-old 
partner, Michael Chau of Wey- 
bridge, Surrey, were beaten 
21-11, 21-14 by toe Ghanian 
teenagers Eric Amoah, 17. and 
Hagar .Amo, 18, in just under 14 
minutes but were certainly not 
disgraced. 

After the match Parker said: 
“1 thought I played my best to- 
day. I wasn't nervous and I didn't 
feel under any pressure. It was 
a very good experience for me. 

“we started a bit slowly but 
we played a lot better in the sec- 
ond game when we won sever- 
al points in a row. I really 
enjoyed it” 


Chan, who is ranked 12 in 
England at under-] 7 level, 
agreed. “It was a great experi- 
ence and when we came back 
from 3-10 in the second game 
to 11-13 I thought we had a 
chance," he said. 

Yesterday’s match proved 
that both Parker and Chan 
have good forehands and good 
temperaments against far more 
experienced opponents. Amoah 
played regularly for Ghana in 
the men’s team event and at six 
foot had a much longer reach 
than his diminutive rivals. 

The Ghanian pair went away 
from 9-6 to 19-10 before the 
opening game and led 10-3 in 
the second. But back came toe 
English youngsters to 1 1-13 be- 
fore Amoah and Amo then 
moved on to victory. 

China, attempting to repeat 
their feat of two years ago 
when they took all seven titles, 
won the men's team event when 
they beat France 3-1 in toe fi- 
nal. On Tbesday the Chinese 


women successfully defended 
their title with a 3-0 victory over 
North Korea. In the men’s 
third-place play-off. South Ko- 
rea beat Germany 3-0. 

Israel lodged a strongly 
worded protest yesterday over 
the refusal by Algeria, Qatar 
and Iran to play them in toe 
men's team event at the World 
Championships. 

In a letter to the organising 
committee, Ahron Goldenbeig, 
the manager of toe Israeli 
team, urged that toe three 
countries be banned from 
future events. 

“We demand immediate 
elimination of [the three] from 
all forthcoming events... as 
well as measures and sanctions 
that ft will not be repeated," 
Goldenberg said in toe letter. 

The Israeli men were award- 
ed three walkovers in toe 
round-robin event after their 
opponents had withdrawn and 
they finished 41st in the team 
event. 


Ryder aim for Olazabal 


Golf 


With five of the top six Euro- 
pean Ryder Cup players fea- 
turing in the Italian Open, 
which begins in Brescia today, 
there could be a flurry of place- 
swapping by Sunday night 

But roost interest will be 
centred on two men not in 
those lofty positions: Spam's 
Jose Maria Olazabal and Bern- 
hard Langer of Germany. 

Neither player has many 
more than a dozen tourna- 
ments left this year to qualify far 
the event. After playing’ two 
tournaments Olazabal still has 
to rest his rehabilitating feet af- 
ter his 18-month injury layoff 
and Langer is committed else- 
where than the European Ibur. 

Both, however, are aware of 
toe need to qualify automati- 
cally in a top-10 ranking by 31 
August when the team is se- 
lected, but wfll not alter their 
playing schedules. “I have to 


think about my feet, so 1 won’t 
be playing any more than two 
weeks at a time," said Olazabal, 
who is currently I5th in the Ry- 
der rankings. 

He is playing his second suc- 
cessive event after last week’s 
Spanish Open 11th place, be- 
fore his usual rest period, then 
is appearing for two tourna- 
ments in Britain - the Open and 
the PGA Championship - be- 
fore another rest before his 
build-up to toe US Open. 

Laager's seventh place in toe 
US Masters largely helped him 
to 13th position in the Cup 
table and he is seeking a victo- 
ry soon - something he did not 
achieve on the European lour 
last year for toe first time in 17 
years - so that his Ryder place 
will be almost a formality. 

“1 only have 10 or 11 events 
left before toe team is chosen, 
so ft leaves me fer more limit- 
ed than most players on at- 
taining automatic selection," 
Langer said. “But I try to pick 


up good points every week and 
then I know just one win will get 
me into the team. Nobody can 
expect a wild card by right so 
that has to be the aim - or a 
good few top-fives." 

They are not the only ones 
who are aiming for the first prize 
of 78330 points. Ian Woosnam, 
who is suffering putting prob- 
lems which, he claimed, spoiled 
his US Masters bid, is another 
who can benefit in the table by 
taking the top prize, the Welsh- 
man lying eighth in the points 
table. 

Jim Payne, of England, de- 
fends his title at Bresda, while 
the home favourite Costantino 
Rocca (second in the Ryder Dip 
points table) from just down toe 
road at Bergamo where Payne 
won last year, is strongly 
favoured to carry off victory. 
Miguel Martin (third in toe 
table), Thomas Bjorn (fourth). 


Paul Broadhurst (fifth) and 
sixth ) all joi 


Darren Clarke (sixth) all join the 
battle for cup points. 
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US on target 
for first title 
in 64 years 


lee hockey 
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. The United States scored three 

- third-period goals to beat Italy 

4-2 and keep their 100 per cent 

. v record at the World Champi- 
" onships in Turku, Finland, yes- 
, ; ferday. 

• -The victory left the Ameri- 
cans, w fr° 3Xe see l° I1 8 t ^ eir 

- first world title in 64 .years, 
-■ with a perfect record of three 

wins and lifted them to joint fhst 
- ' place ‘with Sweden- in POoJ B. 
Marty Mcfrmis collected the 
winner midway through the fi- 
nal period when he snapped a 
point-Mank wrist-shot past the 
‘ Italian netmmder, Mike Rosati 
Paul Ranhem later added an in- 
surance goal into an empty net 
to dose the scoring; 

- Dan Plante had put the 

• Ameri cans 2-1 ahead just 18 seo- 
ondsinto thefinalperiod when 
his cross-ice pass deflected m off 

. the skate of Robert Nardella. 
Dino Feh'eeto' lfien replied for 
Italy to make it 2-2, 

Italy had taken a 1-0 lead in 
the first period, Chris Bar- 
tofone blasting a slapshot past 
Cfcns Tbrieri The US levied, 
the score in the second j>eriod 
when Rosatiwas uraWe to pep: 
ispi theiebouod off Kea Klee’s 
shot from tbe.paint, ;Ieaving a 
loose puck for Chris Tbnrill to 
tap.m- v 


Lewis’ date 
fixed with 
Akinwande 


Lennox Lewis's World Boxing 
Council heavyweight champi- 
onship defence against his fel- 
low Briton Henry Akinwande 
has been confirmed for .At* 
lantic City on 12 July. 

After lengthy negotiations, 
agreement was finally been 
reached between Lewis's han- 
dlers, Pan os Hiades and the 
New Jersey-based Main Events, 
and Akinwande 's promoter, 
Don King- 

The fight will be shown m 
Britain at midnight on Sky TV 
and will run on from a promo- 
tion in this county featuring the 
Brifch featherweight champion, 
Fteul Ingle- Lewis will have a 


SPORTING DIGEST 


FOOTBALL RESULTS 


YESTERDAY 


World Cop Group Four 

Latvia [I) 2 Mam* (05 O 

ShMtyafcov38, 83 3.000 . 

to Dmqm stadium, nsa) 

Group Five 

lavaai (1) — 7 Gnaw <05 O 

Otwna 3, 72 35.000 

far Ramnr Qan staflum. Tef AvM 

Rutaia ilj .. — ,,J3 Lumuabonix (Oi — 0 

KecNnw 20 * 10.000 

GnsfUn 58 
Simitonkov 60 


(at UdfcnW starts Mosqoml LuxenVxwjfs 
Jeff Smssar sent off, 59) 

P. W D 

toad 8 A 1 

Russia 5 3 2 

But^ria A 3 0 

Cjpru* — ~6 2 1 

■0 0 


L F APts 
l 9 4 ja 

0 132 U 

1 105 9 

4 5 24 4 
51 13 0 


Regaining flxttnos:BJnna: Bulgaria vU«- 
embouffl Russia v Israel 20 Aug Bulgaria* 
feraeL 7 Saae LuerabouBvCWiiB. 10 Sapfc 
Bujpjna v Russia. 31 OeC Cyprus v Uixem- 
Oourg Russa w BUgana. 


Of VmiMMIL CQNFER8MC& rtohctanlS*. 
wmofjs BorooiJi 7 JWncfjam Batfi 

dry J nwibormsi 1; Moracsoitw 2 Soutiipcn 
1: Rushden & Dtamanas 1 WMan& 1; Wetlng 3 
smtytjMipO. ■ 

lets LEAGUE Premier NMac Aviestany 3 
Sutton LM 3; Bonham Wood 0 Puifeet u 
Bromley 1 Yta4 3 (VlmB hA HteL'-CMM cay 
l ErtfiaH «. Hmt DMakaK vutMigiam 2 
Ctasham X. Second DMelon: Between 2 
EBWn 0: Baitang 0 C0*ar Bw & Romford i; 
Honhatn 5 Dortaig ft M a wo tw t a n Poke id 
HemM Hempstead 4. nu OtvMon Ann* 4 
Epsom & awl i: EM ITKinodt 3 Chowan ft 
Hemchurth 0 Souths! l. 

UMBOND LEAGUE Premier DMafcxc B«tti 
Spartans 6 Fhddey 3: Lancaster 1 Buxton ft 
Spennproor 1 EBsMp Auckland 5l MtSon 
Alton X Coinyn Bay ft flat OMrimc FsnJey 
OeKK 3 GnAHamood 2; Gretna 2 Bradtad 
Part Avenue 2 Heroin Town 1 NethafMd 
l; Uaah 2 RadcHto aorousfi 7\ Worksop 1 
Drayteasn X. ChtfeMB Cup Bnat Boston UM 
0 OansDoraMi runty 1 IMar ears One: M 
Sh&BmKUmin). 

DR MARTENS LEAGUE Premier Dhtafaic 


OouqMBr3 0onSiesWl;H«tr^i&9wi« 

" ' ' " dvnrm L 


NoiHiem iMhm) -0 


LKUlBUOiv -“-r . — ... 

could net him in excess of £2m, 
while the King-Akinwantle 
package will be £1^5m. 

Atlantic City is a happy hum- 
fog ground for the 31-year-old 
Lewis, winning three of his. 
'fighis in the New Jersey gam- 
bling resort Lewis regained 
the title by defeating a mental- 
Ty confused Oliver McCall m 
I.as Vegas in Februaiy. The im~ 
beaten London-born- Atin- 
wande, also 31, has relinquished 
hi® World Boring Organisation 
crown for this chance as the of- 
ficial WBC’s mandatory 
contender. 


Group MI** 

Armani* 

10,000 

(MflKdvtsMflUffl, torsion; 

EUROPEAN UNOER-ai CHAMPIONSHIP 
Group Oob [Koc*e): 0enmrak2 Sovama 1. 
Bwp Ftoi {W Mfc «nto 4 Cyprus 3. 
AVON INSURANCE COMBINATION Ftat 
DMakm; Bouranoutfi 0 BrigMon 2; 9tof»sa 
l&rfndonO. 


TUESDAY'S UTE RESULTS 

WORLD CUP South Amariaai aectioaJSan- 
CWe S (Zamorano 13, 26, 31. - 47, B5. 
HCJB6 86J toneaiaia a 
BXBPBW tMDENm.CHHMF|ONSMPGKHp 
On (EdMsal: Sweea 2 Cmata a an»o Om 
■” " i England OGeor^aasmupThwa 
:NorwQr3 finland ft |WUwtlu|: 


nd 4 Hunsny L Qrajp Four fftoB- 
Swedon ZSEOtbnfl 


Ausota' 7 Eswna 1; tVatotoi^^B? 


laws 3. Cmop Fha (Mowm): Awaa 8 1 
gojStotr - ■ - ‘ 


antouga sb s^.- toaataHB 
1 Span 2. awp Swim fWartwfpTurtey 1 
8d0um 2; (San Marloofc San Manro 0 
NeOiert«fc7.Giotaset(B«maBrt:nai«r« 
1 RapuMcof l«hna0.iWopHtoatM*Pl>*Os 
Itomany 2 Utahned 

EUROPEAN UNDBMSCNAMHONSttP taU 
omadtoy iwmfc&pand 2 PomiBal 14*4# 
Lane, fit*}?- 

MTBmVOmL FttiENKI (Tnwn Os Stafflte 
3 teBrd L 

NATIONWIDE FOOTBALL LEAflUE Second Dl- 
vlsioic Gi*TfJ*?n 2 WateaS 0. TTiW OMalpie 
Cartde 3 Rocfktoie 2. 


0. MMtaod DMafco : DuSey 1 Bwhorm 
laaftM Cm final moond hg; Sutrtxjry roan 

0 Button AfciOP 3. vgffl-V- 

UNUET SUSSEX COUNTY LEAGUE Rrtf 
DMakac Hassocks 1 wckx Peaoetmn 0 
Oakaoad 1; PonfcU 0 Sefcejf Z Rmorw 1 
Paeum 0; snooiiem i Bubu w* 4. 
WfidTONLEAD KENT LEAGUE FM bhUoK 
cremam 0 lontonoa Z Cray utenterea 0 
Beckartiam Z Gnaamridi Boraupi 0 
TuflWrts Wafer 1; Heme Bay 3 CaMtat D; 
wtytaaKiB 2 SDeppoy L 
NORTHERN COUNTIES EAST LEAGUE 
Premier DMate Amtfupe 4 ShnfflOd ft 
HucknaO 2 Arnold ft Ptekenng 2 Lwoads: ft 
pemtact l Qssett MMon.3. 

NORTH WEST COUNTIES LEAGUE First 
DfcMoK Kktaewo 0 fiooda 3; Naacasaa 
Town I Nananeh 3. 

jaVSON EASTERN LEAGUE Prmmfr 
DMalon: OactQn 0 Stownwtet 1; Dtffi 1 
Gra* Yatnouth ft Gorfestcr 0 bOWHOft 1; 
Jlpm«2 toodwn ft WoHnn 1 FeSBOTW 0. 
WIERUNK EXPRESS MHXAW ALLIANCE: 
HIncidey Atfdooe 2 Bamefl t Knyperairy I 
Petsau VWa 4; Axeter 1 Botdmae St 
Utamk 2 SBrenMf 1 OUbuy 2; VfMvtat 
2S3HMB1. 

LEAGUE OF WALES: CVnWE Quay Namads 

1 Caenw UFfenO Bany B; Uansantitaid 4 
Banjpf C«y 1; Rfyl 0 Cenwa Bay 1. 
SMHWUFF fifiSH LEAGUE Premier DMskn 
ptay-rff first lee Barter 0 Ante 1- 
PONIWS LEAGUE Pramfcr DrriiiaK Obfiam 


2 Banwtfiaffl 2 ShefteU WWnealay 0 Doty 
L Ftet BkWo« ShefflftB UB o Coveroy £. 


MritiME Mudcser C#y 1 

Stoetoort U Bfiftartam 3 Bamflay 4. TbW 
dmmoa: owttr 2 OKsunau o. 

AVON W8UUNCE COMBHATKM Hist 
DhrMon: Wadom 2 Cwrtd Ctty ft Wso Ham 
3 fttod UW 2; WWttadon 2 Oerton ft 


Baseball 


ANeuCAN LEAGUE: Anaheim 5 Boston 4; 
Oere fcnd 10 Oakland 4; Mtht«*oe 2 Detroit 
1- SasttJa 7 New to* tonMws Sc Cwcaffl ntaw 
Son 2 Twos 1: Kansas City 6 Toronto 5 flQ h- 
neti Baldnwe 6 Mrmestna 4. 

NATKXML LEAGUE: Houtston 3 Cctonado 1: 
Qtaep Cms 14 hUtteal 8; Honda 2 San DM) 
1: Hvadeiphia 8 Pmstuigh ft New Yoiii Mats 
3 QncmU l: Los Angetes 6 ADarta Z St Lous 
9 Sen Fianosco 7. 

AMBBCAN LEAGUE 
EASTERN DIVISION 


by Andrew Gotota but won both on dis- 
qualifications, wtth the first bout end- 


a cfwir-tJvowing riot at New \tork 


r*s Madison Square Garden. He fin- 
ished with a record of 40-3, wtth 32 
knock-outs. 


Snooker 

WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP (Sheffield) Quar- 

taMlreb: A RotMloui (Can) bt L VtefeerWtefl 
13 -a 



w 

L 

Pet 


lb 

7 

-bH2 

NVyankm 

13 

13 

.bOl) 

Boiton 

12 

12 

.500 


10 

12 

.455 

Detroit 

10 

18 

-38b 

CEHIWL DIVISION 




MHwfiulfffi*) 

12 

10 

345 

Pifiimtoiil' 

12 

12 

-500 

KenasCHy 

U 

11 

.500 

Mifflin finite 

11 

34 

.440 

CtfcegoWWte Sax 

8 

16 

-333 

WEstBtN Dnnsmi 




SatUe 

IS 

10 

.615 

Tares 

13 

10 

.bbb 

Anaheim 

12 

11 

.Ktt 

Oahtand 

12 

13 

.480 

NATIONAL LEAGUE 




EASTERN DMSION 




Atlanta 

18 

6 

.750 

Roridi 

lb 

9 

£25 

IlfiNIUUN 

11 

12 

ATB. 

New York Mate 

11 

14 

.440 

PWsfis»ms 

8 

lb 

.348 

CENIRALDinsiON 





15 

10 

.600 

nit L.l.^aA 

12 

12 

500 

St Louis 

10 

14 

.41/ 

Ondnnuti 

7 

17 

282 


8 

IS 

260 

WESTERN DIVISION 




Syf ftnetem 

IS 

7 

.696 

CQ|^fP|l(l 

IS 

7 

-E96 


12 

11 

.522 

Sn Diego 

9 

14 

.391 


Cricket 

Sahm MalBc the fotmer Pakistan cap- 
tain. hit his 15th Tbst ceraury to ensure 
a draw yesterday in the second Tbst 
against Sri Lanka in Colombo, leaving 
the two-Test series bed 04). Malik hit 
155 to enable Pakistan to end the fi- 
nal day on 285 for 5 In their second 
rnninjE after bang set a daunting tar- 
get or 426 runs for victory in 121 cnes. 


: dune bt France 

3-L (S/G): iflean b» Grew® 3- 1. (7/BJ: Sweden 
M BeBum 3-1. HnN 1 ' 


trimtn 31 bwiixuE 32 IHM States 3X> 
Annerto. Utoiiavj; fiiigwia, hde; 38— *us- 
DBfea. luem: 40 WSfca. P7-40): Noway bt VWe* 


3-0. mand be Bum 3-i (9S97V- 

Un®JOy« tde of 6Am3-L Ftanl leeni *u»xL 
Idce 1 China: 2 France; 3 Scum Korea; 4 Ger- 
many: Biaoan: B fteeca: 7 SMden; 8 Betofln: 
9 R sa ID Ausra. 3JL Potanct 12 Beiarvs 14 
England. 


6-4 6-4: R Fuflan 0U be 0 OffmOoiu (Usbi 2-6 
6-4 6-1. 

PAEGAS CZECH MENS OPEN CUV COURT 
TOU8UMEM’ (Pr*©») SJndfes, sscomJ raund: 
B UBvaeft (Cc Hep) bt 6 Banco tSpi 6-4. frOr 
A Ponas (S pj tat Carooneii. iSpi 1-6 6-3 6-2: 
C Pnfene (Fd K J Krosiah iStotah) 6-3 6-1; 
R From berg (Aus) bt M Gomz (Spl 6-2 6-4. 
WTA CHOMtAH WOHQTS TOUIDMMaiT [BN, 
Croa) Sbgfoth second mind: J Hn^r ISA) bt 
A Alcazar (Spj 3-6 64 6-0: E Gaguanfi iuS) bt 
S Tat* (Crew) 6-3 3-6 6-4; M UaniEka (Auu 
bt S Klanona (Cz Reffl 6-2 6-4; C Monanu IUS) 
bt D CMedhrua (Cz fee) 6-4 7-6. 
TMGONCfMMPKMS MOPS 0VS1-35 TOUR* 
NAMENT (Rkiinomt, VifyUa): SbifilBS find: 
J Oomxs (U^ M A Gomez (Ecu) 4-6 6-3 12-10. 


Double* final: J Kriefc end G Mayer (US1 bt A 
■ us) a-3. 


Football 

The Czech government yesterday an- 
nounced it would support a joint Ciech- 
AusBian bid to host the European 
Championship finals in 2004. The gov- 
ernment would be wiling to give guar- 
antees on the organisation of the bid, 
and, if successful, help with the con- 
aruction of the neoessary infrastructure. 


W o man; Sinftes 0Mtt of ftre Cuntt) Pro- 

■ cGScfrmertztBig) MCBre- 


m?lSo 21-5 22-20 23-21; S Hwry (Scot) M 
T ftaz (Mm) 21-11 21-14 21-13; B Damron 
(W80 be F Ramos (Ven) 22-20 21-10 17-21 24- 
22: S Marti iCtl) MS Ruocco CEng) 21-7 21- 
19 16-21 21-14, FMtentortwl CWmc 
2 Nanh Korea; 3 Qeomeny: 4 South Korea 6 
Hong !’«ik 6 Japan: 7 Rciisanra: 6 Sweden: 8 

Ru»a 10 Betots; U Htftfty: 12 Crnba 19 
Engand. 

land rtnufitor Pnfemy rand Tun: E 
Amoah and H Amo iGlw bt M Chen and K Part- 
er (Eng) 21-il 21-14. 


SJn- 


Gamez (Eeu) and M Puroefl iUS) i 
LTA MEN'S SPWNG SHHUTC ( 

00 *, first reuntfe CAidfinylFD I . 

6-1 6-4; R LawtB» (Ft) tn G Bauwens (Bell 

6- 2 frft P ianennft [Den) bt G Dartmgwi iGB) 

7- 5 6-3; V Snyman (SA) t* A Paimar <GB) T-5 
7-Ss J ChaAtf! (Frj bt J Tiotman (GBI 6-4 6-2; 
M Lee IGB) bLN Gould IGB1 6-4 64; A Stiarn- 
bn (SNO MC Beecher IGB) 7-6 64; JWaraleit 
(Ofiri bt N Counted (Fit 6-3 6-4; M MatiaRm 
(GBI bt B Cowan (G8) 6-2 6-1: M Bok (Neth) 
bt D VIM |GB) 8-2 S-l: J Delgado IGB) bt A 
Foster (G8) 6-2 G-U D Seostoid IGB) bt l Bates 
IGB) 6-4 61; R GOert (fn K J Fo* IGB) 6-2 


61i P Hand IGB) HA Gonzate (Sol 2-6 64 
7-5; P Robnson (GB) bt N Wteal |GB> ‘ 


61. 


i 4^63 


Ice hockey 

NHL Stanify Cup Play-oftK Eastern Confar- 
anoo: ButWo 3 Ottawa 2 (Buffalo wins btot-Of- 
sateoAadsV. Western Coofercnce: Brtnorton 
4 Dates 3 (Ectnormn imns series 4-3); Anahem 
3TNwaw 0 tAnaMm safes 4-3). 
WORlDCHA»VWSHIK(rurta^Pw(A:RUS- 
u 5 fiance 4. Pool B: Unfced Saw* 4 to* 2. 
CHotttaW, Toe) Pool R SMdon 4 Nonrey 1. 


IW2-V; Dbowi 99 Atlana SltDeBoitiBaifao- 
rias 2-1J- Western Cootannoe: PnoenA 110 


pools (BvMends 

U7TLEWOOD& Treble ptoocw Upte 
£1,000,240, 16 E11&20, 17 £B3Z>. 18 
£115. HalHftm [Mb 20pb) £17ft30. Four 
ikns £506.70. 10 boreos £3J5, lire «w*y* 
£1140. 

VStoON^Trefla awaea lUptg £206,052 Jft 
IS £5640, 17 £820. S*g»ar Shots £1341)0. 
Praodar 10 £134 jOO. 

ZElTStS; Treble chance: lfipta £2,964.90, 


Dsanis 

AT Alfl>TCHAIlBKE'nXJRNAn@(r (Atlanta, 
C wor g b) Man's alngtas, IM reand: F Meb- 
flrt w i* Aicnang (US) 2 h 6 63 6-4; JBprfi- 
man (Sae) bt S Sereren (Aim) 36 6-3 B-4; 
S Carrndai (US) bt JCajiier (US) 2-6 6-4 63; 
A Agassi (US) bt J Onons ©r) 63 fr 2; P tor- 
da (Cz Rep] bt A Hernandez (Mo) 7-5 62; A 
ftBnan IUS) bt B Shelton 7-5 66 63; J 
Sttftertwg (Ausi bt B Black Em) 2-6 63 64; 
C WoodfUB IUS) bt K Caten (Den) 62 62: G 
SchaOartAuD bt S Hunvhoes (U9 6063; MNor- 
man (Sm» h P Ftedrioann (San) 63 6ft J 


LTA WOMEN’S SATELLITE BtetfieUSlnNkw, 
r IGB) ttKpton (GB) 


aacand round: L Lattner l 
6-2 6ft K Mhtakai (HuU K N WBO^KAiae (GB) 


63 61; CT»lar (GB) bt K Pehknann tGen 6-3 
6762;LAW(GB 


J«5B)bcLJatofGB)61W6ft 

J S»eek ISA) M F SMoti (Gw) 7-5 62; S 
SWdaB |GB) bt M CnemevHB Qndcn) 60 63; 
j Wat IGBl H M Gunfiwan P«Jon) 63 61 : 
K Cm*. (GB) btJ Oarers (GB) 7-6 61. 


ABiart VBcca (Sol bt U Zabateta (Are) 63 62; 
"SA) 63 7-6: D 


J VJhi Heik (Bel) bl G Staflorf (SA) I 
vanSchenv^(Na(hi»N>Utl|SM46363; 


JftenalAiri ttKGooEera (BB06162; SSWe 
bUHanwaal 


103 (Phoenb l eat series 2-1): Hous- 
vrt) i 


IS £7JB. 17 £045. B&t mm» £50.50. 
i or*. Four e 


ton 125 MasneaoQ 120 (Housttm vrtt uriH 
3-0). 


Boxing 

Riddick Bowe anrounced his r^Jrement 
from boxing yesterday, erring his ca- 
iserasalwlcevvoiid heavywe#i!: cham- 
pion. He win now work for the media 
outlet in a community service ] 

Bowe took beating in his testtwol 


24prs £ft60. 23 ow dmetevtoor*. I 
£90650. Ejgfet hoaws £100. four may* 
£350. Super 7 £11690. 

BHfTTENStlMria Chance: Upts £1.494.75. 
IS £2.70. 17 30p. Mr drautE £135. Hve 
awfyt £130. ElgK hoataa 3ft 


Rugby Unlofl 

hjesdw’s uoe results: Counea cuur 
CtareMfyNafiBBNteaNiaMKSaNiftieF 


man S HMfy 6 WWBh Madonal Leasie tost 
DMttore Swanea 52 CaerpHly 33 


UUai bt Jlbnoua (F« M 62. 

WTA REXONA COP (Hamburg. Gar) ! 
flret rotnat M Serna (Sp) bt G Crete) . 
4-66-3 7-5:0 LuBhaOJWbtFPBrtBHi (ft) 6-4 

6- U R Dra«mlr IWm) bt A Geci (Cr Rap) 64 
63; M Sanchez-Lomnzo GpS bt S Tasted (Ft) 
63 frl; B Schett (Auu bt AObza ffW) 6260; 
J toman (Get) btS kiwonchem ffld) 61 7-6; 
f Lanpow (Cr ftep) bt f lubiare 00 63 63. 
Semad mat D Martraa && « B Rttner (Go) 

7- S frft ArG 5«tot (Ft) bt B ScbUC-McCarthy 
(Ntth) 62 61: BSchat (AU) btAOteza tW) 
62 6ft P Lardwa (ft R^l bt A SandK Vk>- 
ano <8p) 7-5 63. 

(OPnWMAMENr^feoiULGadSte^fiW 
round: M Rosser i<Mt) bt D Primal (Get) 2-6 
63 6-2: M Sinner (Get) bt FManUta (Sp) 5-7 
6444) (Msxto OauaStied hr i«jMtwnflnfee 
conducft A Hedaedw ftJkri bt D Bare* (Get) 


TODAY’S 

NUMBER 


11 , 616,647 


The number of spedattStewho 
have watehed Nat/om^de 
League games this season, 
beating test season’s total of 
1L376309 wth 38@mes sia 
to go. Second DMsion gates are 
up most -16.4 per cent. . 
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Sticky wickets 

A day of upsets in the Benson 
and Hedges Cup, page 30 


sport 




Ascot racing 

Orchestra Stall in tune for 
top races, page 29 
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Red hot Chile: The striker Ivan Zamorano celebrates scoring one of His five goals against Venezuela in a World Cup qualifier in Santiago. The home side eventually won 6-0 


Photograph: AFP 


Unlicenced agents face blacklist 


Football 

CATHERINE RILEY 

The world's leading agents are 
to publish a blacklist of those 
dealing in transfers without the 
approval of Fifa, the game’s 
world governing body. 

Licensed agents have to pay 
Fifa an annual £100.000 bond 
to work in the transfer market, 
but while over 70 have now paid 
that money and joined the In- 
ternationa] Association of Fbol- 
ball Agents, others - including 
Norwegian Rune Hauge, who 
was named in the George Gra- 
ham “bung" investigation - are 
continuing to work despite the 
fact that they are breaching Fifa 
rules. 

The 1AFA are to name the of- 
fenders in an attempt to force 
Fifa to take action against all 
those using unlicensed agents. 
“We want to bring pressure on 


Fifa to punish the dubs and 
players," said Jon Smith, one of 
Britain's leading agents, at the 
Soccerex exhibition at Wemb- 
ley yesterday. 

“In our newsletter we will 
publish a blacklist of the names 
of those people who are con- 
tinuing to work in transfers de- 
spite not being licencces and 
hopefully this will mean man- 
agers will have second thoughts 
about using them,” he said. 

Celtic were recently Gned 
£40.000 following their £3.5m 
signing of defender AJan 
Stubbs from Bolton via an un- 
licensed agent, although Smith 
pointed out: “That probably 
just covered the club’s hot-dog 
sale the following weekend. 
There are regulations and Fifu 
has the teeth. What it has to 
do now is begin to bite and 
once it has bitten once players 
and manager will begin to 
think twice." 


Fabio Capello. who is re- 
signing as coach of Real Madrid 
at the end of the season, said 
yesterday that he had decided 
to leave because he was irritat- 
ed by the behaviour of the 
Spanish clubs board. 

The highly successful for- 
mer Milan coach also told the 
Gazzetta dello Sport that he 
had not signed a contract with 
anyone else, but bad made a 
verbal commitment to one club. 

He did not say who the agree- 
ment was with, but it is widely' 
believed that he is to return to 
Milan, the club he led to four 
league titles and the European 
Cup. Arrigo Sacchi, who 
stepped down as manager of the 
national team to coach Milan, 
with whom he too bad been suc- 
cessful, has had a difficult rela- 
tionship with the club and some 
of the players this season. 

Capello accused Lorenzo 
Sanz, the president of Real 


Madrid, of leaking informa- 
tion to the Spanish press. 
“Every conversation we had, 
even between just the two of us, 
I found in the papers the next 
day. And the same thing hap- 
pened with other bosses, not to 
mention the publication of con- 
fidential documents. If you 
have these indiscretions, it 
means that the club does not 
want you. that the president 
hopes you will leave." 

Capello appealed to the sup- 
porters, who hurled insults and 
abuse at him on Tuesday fol- 
lowing his announcement, not 
to judge him harshly. He said he 
had twice before been dose to 
quitting this season and had 
stayed only because of the fans' 
support. 

He denied there had been 
any bad feeling with the play- 
ers following his decision, which 
had been rumoured for sever- 
al months. “Real Madrid play- 


ers are professionals and we are 
staying together until the end,” 
he said. “Capelto’s problem is 
his own - not the team's." Real 
currently lead the Spanish 
league by eight points from 
Barcelona, with just seven 
games remaining. 

While speculation continues 
about Capello's next stop. Real 
have already made attempts to 
woo Jupp Heynckes as his re- 
placement next season. 
Heynckes, who recently 
announced he would not be 
continuing as coach of the 
Spanish side Tenerife next year, 
has been approached by the 
dub, and with no other appar- 
ent candidates, is almost certain 
to get the job. 

Heynckes, 51, has previous- 
ly coached Athletic Bilbao in 
Spain and Eintracht Frankfurt, 
Bayern Munich and Borussia 
MOnchengladbach in his native 
Germany. 


The Excel-Economico Bank 
wants Ronaldo back in Brazil 
and is prepared to spend $S2m 
(£50m) to secure his return, a 
bank offidal said. The bank 
which sponsors Corinthians has 
talked with Ronaldo’s man- 
agement to discuss the deal 
which would bring the Fifa 
19% player of the year to the 
Sao Paulo team under a 10-year 
contract 

The Swiss international 
St£phane Chapuisat is to seek 
French citizenship to make it 
easier to move among Euro- 
pean Union countries, but will 
continue to play for Switzerland, 
the player- who is married to 
a Frenchwoman - said yester- 
day. “As soon as I have a day off. 
1 will go to the embassy in Dus- 
seldorf and apply for French cit- 
izen chip. In June 199S my 
contract with Borussia Dort- 
mund runs out. As a French- 
man, I would be an ELI citizen. 


This opens up new opportuni- 
ties for me,” he said. 

French citizenship would 
make it easier for Chapuisat to 
transfer to France next year, but 
he said he would maintain his 
Swiss citizenship as well and 
continue to play for the national 
team. “I consider myself Swiss 
and that will not change even 
when I am a dual national," he 
said. “Playing for the French na- 
tional team will never be an is- 
sue for me." 

Ken Jones, page 30 
More football, page 31 




Northern Ireland’s hopes of 
for ‘the Word Cup 
InFran<»\irtuaIhrended 
after they were held to a score- 
less draw by Armenia yesterday. 
For the Armenians, it was a case 
of also cancelling any travel 
plans they might have made for 
next summer's tournament. 

The result leaves Northern 
Ireland fourth in the group 
with seven points from seven 
games while Armenia, still seek- 
ing their first World Cup qual- 
ifying win, are fifth with four 
points from five games. 

Northern' Ireland had the 
better of the match, but were 
denied by the home goalkeep- 
er, Roman Berezovsky. He pro- 
duced a series of great stops - 
the best two denying Steve Lo- 
mas and Iain Dowie. However, 
Berezovsky’s opposite number, 
Alan Fettis, also had to make 
some fine saves. 

Fettis made, a magnificent 
stop in the second minute to 
prevent Hamlet Mkhitaryan 
from scoring. The Not tin g h a m 
Forest keeper dived full length 
to push the Armenian winger’s 
shot for a comer. 

Kevin Horiock put the ball in 
the Armenian net after 11 min- 
utes following good work by the 
debutant, Iain Jenkins of Ches- 
ter, but the header from the 
Manchester City midfielder was 
ruled out for foul play. Then 
Mkhitaryan had a “goal’' for the 
home team after 28 minutes 
ruled out for offside. In the sec- 
ond half Northern Ireland 
launched several attacks on the 


Armenian goal but found no 
way through the home defence. 

Hamilton said: “I am bitter- 
ly disappointed - but we will not 
throw in the towel, we wfll bat- 
tle on to the end. I thought Hor- 
lock’s goal should have been 
allowed.” 

West Ham's Steve Lomas 
and Iain Dowie were booked 
and are ruled out of Northern 
Ireland's next game against 
Germany in Belfast in August. 
The Leicester midfielder Neil 
Lennon was also booked. 

ARMENIA: Honsawsky (Zeno St Petersburg': 
YepMcopoaywi (Cnemomorets Nwoiossi&hi. 
SoKrasyan (Kovala. GO.ter-Zafcarian (Montpsf- 
M, Hovsepyan IPiuncYanonl, KbadiMiyan 
(Pyunfc Yerevan). Amlyan IKiytya Swetcw Sa- 
mara), AMRaiyan (lyuricYieiwEr', MDmtynn 
(YuhongQephwtti SKor), Asaadourian iCmi^ 
ratrwmn (SfwakGyumn). SUtaftitoa. 
A Avuttsyam lPyur»c YerewnJ for 75: 

Mlnnywi fPyunic Yerevan i far yeptsfawosyan. 
87. , 

NORTHERN IRELAND: Fettis (NatOTifiham 
ForesO; JenWna tChastefi. Tas^rt (Bamstoirt. 
m (UsaestaO. Mama* iQueerfs Part: RangoN. 
McCarthy (Port Vatei. Loom West Harm, 
Lennon ( Leicester). Horiock {Manchester . 
City). Dowie (West Ham), Qoinn (Blackpool}. 
Substitutes: McMahon iStnte) far Quern. 59; 
Muiryne iMaicriesw Utt) far McCarthy. 71. 
Referee: K E Nwteen (Sweden). 
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Yeboah ready to leave 
after rift with Graham 




Tony Yeboah, the Leeds strik- 
er, yesterday spoke of his mis- 
ery at being left out in the cold 
by the club he once enthralled 
with a string of stunning goals. 
The Ghanaian international is 
almost certainly on his way out 
of Ell and Road because of what 
appears to be an unsoLvable rift 
between hims elf and the club's 
manager. George Graham. 

“I think he doesn’t like me and 
when somebody doesn't like 
you, then you can do nothing," 
said Yeboah. “1 don't have any 
problem with the officials. I 
don’t have any problem with the 
players, I don’t have a problem 
with the fans the only problem 
that I have is with the manager. 

“I do not want to finish my ca- 


reer at the moment because I 
want to prove to the world that 
I'm not finished I'm still a very 
good player. When the club 
want to talk to me, I will talk, but 
if they do not, then I am going." 

Yeboah cuts a sad figure on 
the edge of a dub where he once 
held centre stage. “At the mo- 
ment I feel very bad. My fami- 
ly has left and I am alone, and 
I do not know what I am doing, 
so at the moment I feel very, 
very sad. I'm not playing games 
and it looks like I'm a bad boy, 
but I'm not tbat type of person." 
he said. 

Yeboah was in the shop win- 
dow last night when Leeds re- 
serves visited Tranmere. 

Stephen McPhail, the raid- 


ACROSS 20 

7 Old Invader responsible 
for sacking (4) 

8 Substantive date fixed for 22 
development of mine in 
Mull (10) 

10 Scientist finding wajr to 24 
get into German articles 

18) 25 

1 1 Big blow when doctor gets 
involved in speculative en- 26 
texprise (6) 

12 Statute incorporated with- 
in a month for continental l 
country (5) 

13 Programme offering stir- 2 . 
ring tales, etc (8) 

15 Keeps going up and 

down? (6,7) 3 

18 Former hotel worker, one 
involved in overseas trade 4 
( 8 ) 


Steering mechanism flashy 5 
dude’s installed in posh 
car (6) 

Shopkeeper stocking 6 

more than one such item? 9 

Old stone artefacts mis- 
laid in hotels (8) 

Reported to be still in die 
trade (10) If 

Destination of girl filching 
ring? (4) 

DOWN 1' 

Container that’s full of 
air? (7,3) 1< 

Village is having to pro- 2] 

vide housing for foreign 
entertainer (6) 
Absent-minded American 
involved in case (8) 21 

Dance for Francophones 
gatecrashed by English in 
old Indian province (6) 


Hostile claim, one unfor- 
tunately made about 
Ulster (8) 

Extract advantage (4) 

Daft hairstyle sported by 
extreme element? (7,6) 
Female solidarity repre- 
sented by nun with cowl 

impractical idealists pitch- 
ing tent in remote He- 
bridean islands (8) 
Gemstone garishly adorns 
brow of youngster, ten (8) 
Fish hanging up to dry (6)- 
Activitics in which you 
may see German shep- 
herds engaging at home 

Chooses a piece of musk; 
that's on the way up (4) 


United’s jetsetters 


Manchester United hired a pri- 
vate jet last night to bring Roy 
Keane and Denis Irwin back af- 
ter the Republic of Ireland's 
game in Romania in order to 
avoid delays in their preparations 
for the Premiership run-in. 

Alex Ferguson, the Man- 
chester United manager, want- 
ed his World Cup players back 
as quickly as possible to get them 
ready for Saturday morning's 
game against Leicester. Ronny 
Johnson and Ole Gunnar Sol- 
skjaer were playing for Norway, 
at home to Finland, and Peter 


Schmeichel was in Denmark 
playing against Slovenia 
United supporters plan to 
sue the Portuguese police fol- 
lowing last month's violent 
scenes in Porto. United fans were 
exonerated by a Uefe inquiry 
into incidents before and after 
the European Cup quarter- final 
second leg. and many who 
claimed they were attacked by 
police are planning legal action. 
Porto were fined £45,000 for “se- 
rious lack of organisation” as 
Uefa came down firmly on the 
side of the English fans. 


fielder sent off in the first leg 
of Leeds' FA Youth Cup final 
against Crystal Palace last week, 
will be available for the second 
leg at Selhurst Park on IS May, 
because the first-team fixture 
against Middlesbrough on II 
May counts for his suspension. 

Paul Hart, the stub's director 
of youth coaching, said: “I am 
delighted for Steve, because 
he has played an important 
part in our successes this sea- 
son in the FA Youth Cup and 
the Northern Intermediate 
League.” 

Oldham are freeing their 
striker Nicky Banger just two 
seasons after buying him for 
£300,000. Banger is the biggest 
name among the six players be- 
ing released by the relegated Fast 
Division side. The veteran goal- 
keeper Jon H allworth is also go- 
ing, along with John Gannon. 
John Morrow. IanOrmondroyd 
and Ian Snodin have been of- 
fered reduced terms. 

Paul Power is ready to make 
a sentimental return to Man- 
chester City on the ooaching 
staff! The former City skipper 
has been lined up to join the 
youth development side at 
Maine Road in a back, room 
shake-up. City’s manager, 

Rank Clark, ts changing his staff 

with Kevin Bond being sacked 
as reserve team manager despite 
his ride winning promotion this 
season. 


Men at work. 



(See above). 
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